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COMING-TO-BE

1. FROM A LEGEND TO THE REALITY

(SHAMBALA AND THE MAHATMAS)

WHAT THE LEGENDS OF THE EAST SAY ABOUT SHAMBALA

The legends are the splinters of the old truth

E. Baratinsky


Since the old times and until today on the vast spaces of Asia there are living the legends about a remoted, innermost and sacred country. That country is concealed amidst the highest and the most inaccessible mountains. Snow-covered mountain picks protect the wonderful valleys with rivers, waterfalls and luxuriant gardens from cold icy winds. The name of this country, the most beautiful in the world, is Shambala.


It is not inhabited by ordinary people but by the great zealots, the Sages. They are called Mahatmas which means the great souls. The legends say that Mahatmas have reached physical perfection and they are living fully spiritual life, they possess high wisdom. They have comprehended the mysteries of Being, accumulated enormous knowledge about the laws of Cosmos and Nature, about past and even the future. They can govern powerful internal mysterious forces. They can travel around Cosmos and live on other planets.


The legends also say that Mahatmas keep all their immense knowledge in a great secrete and do not give it to anybody. They do that because the knowledge is the great power. Especially the knowledge of innermost mysteries of Cosmos and Nature and also the knowledge of unusual possibilities of human organism. This power can be enormous and therefore very dangerous if it is used by evil selfish people to harm the others. It is fair, and the example of our modernity shows that: the accumulation of stocks of lethal nuclear weapons is threatening destruction to humanity and all our planet. 


That is why the access to that country is so carefully protected. That is why it is absolutely inaccessible for strangers. Impassable precipices and snow avalanches cut off the ways to it. No one will find a way to Shambala but those who are summoned by it - few chosen ones, the most virtuous and honest ones, the ones who conquered their selfishness, who are devoted to the service to the Common Well-being. It is the Common Well-being which all life and all efforts of Mahatmas themselves are devoted to.


Mahatmas carefully watch everything that is going on in the world. In their magic mirrors They can see any place of the planet.


They direct the life of humanity, They lead its evolution. They are aspiring to enlighten all the nations and give them the direction, render assistance unless this help is rejected by the people. Besides verbal legends and narrations some written sources are known. There are ancient Tibetan manuscripts mentioning Shambala. Some of them were published in sixties in India. One of those books contained a mysterious map. One Soviet investigator B. Kuznetzov found a key to that map.  It turned out to be that there were pictured very ancient countries on it - the state of  Elam, the country Sacks, Baktria, Babylon, Egypt and others. And among those known countries Shambala is also pictured on the map.


Tibetan Tashi-Lama the Third wrote a book “The way to Shambala”. The translation of that work was published by professor Grunwedel. Shambala is mentioned in ancient Hindus Vedas and also in Puranas and Hindu epos Mahabharata.


There is some data that ancient Chinese philosopher and sage Lao-Dzu, the author of famous treatise “Tao Te Ching” wrote his  work under the influence of pilgrimage to Shambala. It is considered that when he was  in his declining years he went there again.

WHAT DOES THE WEST KNOW ABOUT IT?


In fact, not only in Asia people know about Shambala. There is some data that Mediterranean sages were also in contact with it. Pythagoras was travelling to the great Himalayan sages - Mahatmas. There is an opinion that new Pythagorean philosopher Appolonius of Tyana also visited Shambala. The same thing is told about other famous personalities of ancient times and the Middle Age.


Western chronicles engraved the receiving of messages from Shambala by Constantinus the Great and also Byzantine emperor Emmanuil.


The crusaders who returned from crusades also brought about mysterious Shambala and Mahatmas news to the European countries. In Europe those news turned into a narration of “Castle of Hraal”. Saint knights guarding the “Challis of Hraal” are living in that castle. The Heavenly Fire descends that Challis and when the knights drink from that Challis burning with Fire, they receive their forces to fight against evil. The Knights hear every call and hurry to help  the offended ones. This story is told in Wagner’s operas “Parcifal” and “Loengrin”.


Western Christian church in persons of its Roman Popes in XII-XIII centuries knew about existence of a mysterious Spiritual Centre in the centre of Asia at the head of which was famous Presbyter John. He sent  revealing  deeds to popes and other priests. It is known from the history that one of popes had equipped an embassy to the Central Asia to the Presbyter John. After many adversities and hardships the embassy returned without finding the Spiritual Stronghold. And the Presbyter  John was continuing to send his revealing deeds.


The information about Shambala is found in the works of European scientists. The Portuguese Casella who lived in Tibet for 23 years and died there in 1650 wrote about existence of the Stronghold of Light. Tibetan lamas were imbued with respect to him so much that even offered him to make the pilgrimage to Shambala.


Choma de K(r(s (1784-1842) Hungarian philologist and traveller the founder of European Tibetology lived for many years in Tibet. In his works he points out to the innermost teaching from Shambala. He was so greatly convinced in real existence of Shambala that he even  indicated its exact geographical coordinates.

THE RUSSIAN SOURCES

(THE WHITE WATERS)

S. Bulantzev is writing about an expedition of father Sergius. That interesting story was written in Russian chronicles which were kept in Vishensko-Uspensky cloister near Tambov.


During the times of Kiev prince Vladimir one Russian monk Sergius spent several years in Byzantine cloisters. When Sergius returned to Kiev he told his lord a narration about a mysterious state on the East - the Kingdom of the White Waters, the country of justice and virtue. Prince Vladimir was charmed by that legend so much that in 987 he equipped a big detachment with father Sergius at the head of it to find the White Waters. Father Sergius was 30 years old at that time


He returned to Kiev only in 1043 being a very old man. He told that by the end of the second year of the way many participants of the expedition died of illnesses or perished, animals fell. At the end of it all the rest of the participants completely refused from going any further. Only two of them agreed to continue the way together with father Sergius. By the end of the third year of the exhausting journey those two had to be left at some village for the care of local people. They were hardly alive  of ilnesses and hardship. Father Sergius himself was on the edge of complete exhaustion, nevertheless he decided to reach the goal or die.


In three more months the monk has reached the frontiers of the White Waters - a lake with shores white of salt. Here the guide refused to go any further. He was frightened with something inexpressible. Father Sergius was left in complete loneliness and... nevertheless, he moved in depth of the forbidden area.


Suddenly two men appeared before the exhausted Sergius. They took him to the village where after some rest he has got a job. After awhile he was taken to another village, the people of which had met Sergius as a brother. The months and the years were passing. The Russian monk was receiving more and more of new knowledge... As Sergius told to Kiev people the enormous number of people from different countries were persistently trying to get to the White Waters, but their  attempts were successful only in the rarest occasions.


That is what Sergius told about the Brotherhood of Mahatmas: “Those saint zealots joining with the God and making up one spirit with Him, are tirelessly working in sweat together with all Heavenly Forces for the well-being of all nations of the world”.


Dying, on his last confession, Sergius told to his priest about the White Waters and gave him an instruction to pass this story only to his own priest before dying and so on until the times when it should be revealed to the world. 900 years later the time has come to reveal it. And in 1943 “The sacred narration of the White Waters” has become known. Kiev monk was not the only Russian who went for the search of the fairy White Waters. At the beginning of our century one monk dyed in Kostroma. He went to India and Himalayas. He left a manuscript with many indications about the teaching of Mahatmas.

***


In the middle of the XIX century there was brought an unusual message about the White Waters - or Shambala - to Altay Old Believers, who escaped during tsar dissidence to Siberia and Altay. “Far away, over great lakes and high mountains there is a sacred place where the justice is flourishing. The highest wisdom is living there for the salvation of the whole humanity.” And the ancient legend about a secret country of happiness and justice has received a new life being overgrown with new details. And people aspired for the search of the miraculous country. They set off to the unknown way both alone and in groups.


In 1903 the Russian geographical society has published a booklet “The Journey of the Urals Cossacks to the kingdom of the White Waters”. In the preface to that booklet the writer B.G. Korolenko mentioned that the legend of the White Waters “is not a new one. Since old times it astounds the hearts of ordinary people with its tempting and dreaming fascination.” According to his data during all the last century “there were known cases when people from the villages of Altay region left for abroad to find the White Waters.” Then Korolenko is writing: “And at the present times there are cases known of such attempts to get to the White Waters through mysterious mountain ranges and deserts of the Central Asia.”


Russian travellers and scientists knew about the White Waters - Shambala. N.M.Przhevalsky wrote: “Interesting story heard by us was a prediction about Shambala, the promised land of the Buddhists. We were told about stay of the Russian Old Believers on Lob-nor. They came to this solitary place of Asia in order to find the promised land of the White Waters.” P.K.Kozlov during his expedition was talking to one Old Believer who went himself to Lob-nor to find the White Waters.


The journeys for the search of the White Waters, the stories about the miracles of the secret country were reflected even in Russian art literature. Korolenko, Melnikov-Pechersky, Shishkov gave the stories of the wanderers awakening the imagination of many generations of Russian peasants. In roman of Melnikov-Pechersky “In the woods” there is a story of a wanderer as if who lived for four years in the White Waters. In the book of V. Shishkov “The red snow-drifts” the old woman tells that there is such miraculous country in the world called “the White Waters”. It is situated on the East, somewhere behind Siberia, steppes and mountains... “The whole truth and the whole will are living there since old times. That country is unusual”. 


Famous Russian artist and philosopher, scientist and traveller Nicholas Roerich (1874-1947) wrote about Mahatmas and their country Shambala in his book “The Heart of Asia” published in 1929 in USA. It was reprinted in Russian language in the book “Roerich, the Selected” in 1979. (See ch.5). Roerich says that the most corner-stone conception of Asia, the most sacred word of Asia - Shambala, and the most thundercarrying name of Asia is the Name of the Lord of Shambala - Maytreya. “Both in big Asian centres and in the boundless deserts of Gobi the word about the great Shambala sounds as a symbol of the Great Future. May be the most significant message of the East is contained in narrations, legends and songs of Shambala.”


Roerich tells about people who were at that mysterious country and who described the libraries, laboratories, storages and also the famous Tower. “Many things which seem as fantastic fibs and tales to us on the very places of incident are elucidated by the particular light of truth. The magnificent images of Mahatmas are passing before your eyes not as ghosts but as the Great Beings of flesh and blood, as the real Masters of the highest knowledge and power.”


“Passing those unusual table-lands of Tibet with their magnetic waves and light miracles, hearing the witnesses and being a witness yourself you know about Mahatmas. I am not going to convince you in the Mahatmas’ existence. Many people saw Them, talked to Them, received letters and material objects from Them. One can name many people still alive who met Mahatmas personally. Those memorable meetings were both in India and England, France, America and other countries.”


There is a whole range of literature about Shambala and Mahatmas. There are many people in history and modernity who came into contact with Mahatmas in different ways.

WHO ARE THEY?


The Mahatmas themselves explain their existence by the law of cosmic evolution of humanity. The essence of that law is that every person is a spiritual immortal being, the evolution of which is going through reincarnations on Earth. The spiritual essence of a human being is not destroyed after death of a physical body. It continues its independent existence in space. When the time comes this “Self” incarnates. Thus the lives of every person are repeating lots of times.


Mental and moral qualities which are obtained by a human being during the incarnations - lives on Earth - remain, get accumulated and thus grow. The spiritual qualities gradually grow and develop, passing through many incarnations. Thus, after very long period of time the human being finally achieves full human perfection herewith completing the evolution established for humanity.


Such “already non-human” starts the next stage of cosmic evolution the “after-human” one, which we could call “godly-human” or even “the divine” one. So, if we imagine such superman then comparatively to us he can be called a God. His consciousness will exceed the consciousness of an ordinary human being in a degree at which human consciousness exceeds the animal one. There is nothing supernatural here. There is no limit to the evolution! The beings who are going through that next evolution are called the Mahatmas, which means “The Great Souls” in Sanskrit. The cosmic evolution of a human being is based not only on the law of reincarnations but also on the law of cause and effect - the law of karma. That law says that one or another “destiny” of a human being - his happy life or sufferings - is  stipulated by the effects of his former lives. Every one is given what has been deserved. Every one rips the fruits which have been planted in the past. The falk wisdom knows about karma. The proverbs say about it: “what you’re sowing that you’ll reap”, “it echoes the way it was shouted”, “don’t dig a pit for someone you’ll get there yourself” . You will read about those laws in the second part of the book.


Being the creatures of the next higher evolution, the Mahatmas possess enormous knowledge and wisdom comparatively to ordinary people. They possess enormous internal forces. According to the cosmic right - the hierarchical principle of governing of the universe - the Mahatmas represent by themselves the invisible Government of our planet. They carefully watch for everything that is going on in the whole world using the devices unknown to our science. They can see any place on the planet. They can read human thoughts. The Mahatmas lead evolution of the humanity by sending their thoughts and evolutionary ideas to the world. In case of necessity the World Government interfere in the affairs of the world sending its envoys who bring a warning, advice or help.

2. FROM THE ANCIENT TO THE MODERN RUSSIA 

(THE HELP OF SHAMBALA TO RUSSIA)

THE THEORY OF CIRCULATION OF CULTURES


Some European scientists, historians and philosophers in XIX-XX centuries studied the development  of the spiritual side of life of the humanity, the development of socio-cultural formations. The most prominent investigator  in that field is a German philosopher and historian Osvald Schpengler (1880-1936). He became famous after the sensational success of his work “The Decline of the West” which states his philosophy of history (v.1 - 1918, v.2 - 1922).


According to Schpengler, the history splits on a range of separate, independent Cultures different from each other. He counted seven such Cultures: three of them on the East - Babylonian, Chinese, Indian; four Cultures  on the West: Egyptian, Greek-Roman, Byzantine-Arabic, Western-European.


The life of each Culture is identified by him with the life of biological superorganism. As an organism all Cultures go through the main stages of their development: birth and childhood, youth and maturity, old age and death.


As far as the Culture getting older and dying, it regenerates into a civilisation. It is a transition from creation to fruitlessness, from coming-to-be to ossifying. On this stage spirituality is vanishing and the technology is ruling. According to Shpengler, starting with XIX century, that is with the victory of capitalism, the Western Culture has entered the stage of its decline.


And what about the future? The forecast is the following: the birth of the Russian-Siberian Culture is expected.


English historian Arnold Joseph Toynbee (1888-1973) has developed the philosophy of history which is theoretically close to the one of Schpengler. Toynbee became famous thanks to his basic work “The investigation of the history” published in twelve volumes in 1934-1961. Toinby is connecting the progress of humanity with the process of its spiritual perfection.


So, the philosophy of history asserts that it is the Russian Siberian Culture which is coming to replace the declining Western-European one. How real is that assertion?


The history of Cultures’ replacement shows that every new Culture is conceived long before the end of the old one. Thus, if Russia is destined to be a carrier of the New Culture then the cause of history must show it.

STARTING WITH XIV CENTURY...


The Fourteenth century was a turning point in development of the Russian State. At that extraordinarily crucial time one of the Great Brothers of Shambala incarnated in Russia. In the world he became famous as Reverent Sergius of Radonezh. He was sent by Shambala for the feat to raise the spirits of the people and salvation of Russia from Tatar yoke.


The sense of all the activity of the Reverent was not in the external churchness but in his highly moral and educative influence on the contemporaries. Establishing stern rules, bringing the discipline into the savage customs of those times He created a character of the people herewith creating the power of the state. We know from the history how chaotic  was the spirit of the people during the difficult times of the Mongolian yoke and how unbridled were customs of the princes fighting against each other. There were needed stern schools and a bridle, and the means for that were taken from the concepts closest to the people.


It is Reverent Sergius who was not a theologian and dogmatic but all his life was a feat in selfdenying service to the Motherland and the World. Yes, Sergius lived in accordance with the precepts of Christ but not with the church assertions. Wasn’t his refusal from the position of metropolitan  due to the reason that His Spirit knew all divergencies of the church from the Truth?


The stern discipline introduced by Him made His Abode an educative school. That school created courageous, fearless people who were brought up on the refusal of all the personal, the servants of the Common Well-being and the creators of  new people’s consciousness.


Reverent Sergius could use every occasion in order to lay a grain of moral teaching into people’s minds. And the grains of His blessed teaching made wonderful sprouts. The morality became higher, the spirit became stronger, the strength of the people rose and the feat of salvation of the Russian Land became possible.


First of all, the Reverent taught people by his own example. Labour in His teaching played an important paramount role. He knew the fiery measure of labour therefore he considered the continual labour as a condition and mean for spiritual achievements. Thus the labour was raised by him to the  sacred concept unseparable from the spiritual perfection.


One can say that the devoted life of Sergius who introduced high moral teaching in life with his own example, has marked the New Era in life of the Russian Land. Thanks to the wide establishment of new abodes, schools of stern selfless life by Him and his disciples the people’s morality rose highly. The settlings which appeared around such cloister- schools constantly had a unique example of high self-denial and disinterested service to fellow creatures. How could the victory over the terrible enemy be won unless the spirit of the people hadn’t been impregnated with the fiery grace which was radiated in all its inexhaustibility from their great Mentor and Defender?


The Image of the Reverent has entered the consciousness of the Russian people as an image of all-people’s Teacher, Defender and Encourager starting from the middle of his life. Who can count what number of people went to him with their needs big and small? But the fame of Sergius’es holiness and wisdom  was spreading all over Russia and forwarded him to the field of state activity. He repeatedly settled the feuds between princes which were threatening with incalculable calamities to the young state.


But the apotheosis of Reverend’s activity was His historical blessing for the terrible battle of the great prince Dmitry. He knew what effect his word will have and accepted that responsibility. And the effect of that inspiration and encouragement was a great victory over the secular opressors. That victory was a turning point in the history of young Moscow state. It made stronger the faith of the people in their forces and raised their spirits.


Who else could raise all the people and inspire with the indestructible belief into the rightness of the cause and consequently, in victory? The most peaceful Zealot devoid of any violence, with no hesitation he is blessing the prince and his army for the feat for the right cause, for people, for Rus.


During the hours of the battle the Reverent stayed together with the brotherhood in church sending all the power of his spirit to help the great cause. His body was there but His spirit he was at the battle where the destiny of the whole Russia was decided. All the time of the battle he stayed in incessant vigil, in spiritual uplift and insight of all course of the battle.


Among people there lives a legend that a mysterious monk, having taken vows of schema, gave a miraculous stone to Sergius with instruction to bury it in a definite place. No where is written about the place where the stone has been buried. But the time will come and that place will be shown. Thus, the understanding of spiritual force which nourished the Russian Land for centuries, is still alive among people.


The image of the Reverent is powerfully engraved in people’s consciousness. People loved Him and put Him above all other Zealots. The memory of Sergius will never die, for the magnet of the spirit laid by Him in the soul of the Russian people was great. The history of development of spirituality in a Russian soul and the beginning of gathering and construction of the Russian Land are connected by indissoluble threads with that great Zealot.


The true leader is an embodiment of the Highest Edict. The Commands of the Light and the aspirations of people are converging in such leader just as in the focus. Such leader goes being dawned by the highest knowledge. Reverent Sergius was that kind of leader. Inspiring people with the heroic spirit He directed them to the future. He remains such kind of leader today, for the connection of the Great Spirits with the cause and feat of their lives is indissoluble. Dawned with the Ineffable Light He stands invisibly Visible on the steps of the great Stairs of the Hierarchy of Light. At the indicated hour He is ready to direct the legions of the Light Forces, He is ready to bless his people for the new feat.


If the Fiery Image of Sergius is common to all mankind, then the cause established by Him is a cause of building of the Russian State. On all turning points of Russian history, during all shocks which came down the Russian land, ineffable power of the Reverent and the stronghold of the spiritual culture established by him, stand as an inviolable support of the spiritual forces.


For centuries the power of the Reverent continually  saturated and guarded the beloved Russian Land. But the history repeats. And who can tell that the years of persecution and destruction of the sacred objects will be again replaced by the unprecedented spiritual uplift, which in its spontaneity will exceed everything which has been before it?


The Russian Land has gone through many hardships. But all of them served for Russia’s purification and exalt - it was like that and it will be like that. The Russia is strong with the power of  its Light carrying Leader and Keeper! Who can say that His Power is not on a relentless vigil and does not wait the dates recorded on the Heavenly Table?


Thus, starting from XIVth century and after Sergius of Radonezh, Shambala carefully guards Russia and helps it. There are the facts of last three centuries. The King of Sweden Carl XII received a stern warning not to start the fatal campaign against Russia (XVIII) - that campaign has put an end to the development of Carl’s state. The Emperor of France Napoleon was given an instruction not to invade Russia (XIX). But being clouded by success and seized by pride he would not listen. The consequence was the defeat of his army. On the other hand general Kutuzov managed to combine leadership with consideration to Shambala’s advices. The envoy of the Brotherhood came to prepare the leader. The instructions of the envoy were accepted by Kutuzov with full trust - that is where his luck was.


As to our century, it is said that one arrogant monarch (German Kaiser Wilhelm II) received a warning not to start the war against Russia (1914) but he wouldn’t listen and preferred to lose a crown.

THE MIRACLES OF OUR CENTURY

It is happiness to see the miracles standing as shields

“The Call”


According to Shambala’s teaching everything on Earth is happening according to the plan of evolution of our planet. It is determined in advance when and where new states will be established and the great cities built. It is foreseen when and where the great discoveries and revelations  will be made. This Cosmic plan is realised by the Brotherhood of Mahatmas.


As the Great Light Epoch of humanity, Satya Yuga, was predicted, so the country was indicated where the Cosmic Era of our planet will start. That part of the world decides the destiny of the planet.


From earthly point of view that country may seem to be in a very unattractive position. But the Highest Law has already determined the place of special purpose. Cosmicly the circumstances of the great importance has already arisen . Thus, the new predestined step has been affirmed...


In the nearest future we will see one more great miracle... Mahatmas said: “The miracle is coming! The waiting ones, inherit! New miracle will gather the peoples. One doesn’t need to think of peoples’ destruction but about planet’s regulation! The country which was a giant yesterday can become a dwarf tomorrow. People can amaze at that destiny but We see the thread of causes. One can see only today but it is necessary to sense the coming day. Thus, the events of the world appear as a mosaic which can be seen only from the Mountains. Karma is accomplished and the dates are coming true amidst the storm and perturbation.”

3. FROM THE OLD TO THE NEW EPOCH

(THE COMPLEXITY OF THE TRANSITIONAL TIME)

Now the time is more complex than you think

It is not a stream now. It is a whirlpool.

“The Call”


Why the Teaching of Mahatmas - Agni Yoga - was given exactly in our century? In order to understand it one needs to clarify the character of the time we are living in now. One can not consider it as usual - it is very special and extraordinary. Every thoughtful man who knows the history more or less well, will say that for all known history of mankind there have never been such special time like ours. The planet is passing the period of unprecedented tensions. We have the great and  troubled time before us. Although, in antiquity there were also periods of discord . But it is impossible to compare it with the present world’s discord . At those times only thousands were participating, and now - hundreds of millions. The times of unrest and confusion have captured literally all the planet.

DISUNITY AND WARS


Our time is primarily characterised by unprecedented progress in science and technology, their increasing influence on all sides of social life. But for the last two centuries the development of technology was going at the expense of spirituality. The achievements of technology were drawing the attention away from the main meaning of life. Thus, the foundings of science and technology forestalled the development of consciousness and spiritual culture.


With help of “brilliant” achievements of science and technology civilised people have perfected the means for mass fratricide. Many scientific achievements and technical inventions are used now primarily for military purposes and for faster and more perfect mutual destruction. People have acquired such kind of destructive means that can  kill millions at one moment.


Together with many inventions, discoveries and great technology a modern man has developed the greatest selfishness and unprecedented enmity. Religious antagonism, national chauvinism, racial hatred, political intolerance - hatred between people has acquired unusual scales. Malice, distrust and enmity dictate the international quarrels.


Humanity has entered the period of constant wars. These wars are various, their images are diverse. They can be explicit and implicit but their sense and principle is one - enmity everywhere and in everything.  The wars of religions, trade, knowledge, ideas, by weapons  - the earthly boundaries do not matter! War is the manifestation of savagery of humanity.


Governments intensely arm, spending millions for that. Enormous incalculable means are spent for murder purposes. The possibility of war is over the whole world. The world has gone crazy. And that mass madness is threatening with incalculable calamities to humanity up to complete self destruction. Peaceless times have brought people to the spiritual failure and savagery.

SPIRITUAL CRISIS


Although, many things have been achieved in the field of physical knowledge but at the same time the level of consciousness has declined catastrophically. The ethics were lost amidst the conglomerations of formulas. It is now, when the bookshelves  are bending under the weight of books, profit and mirage especially capture the mankind. People have lost the ability to think about principles of life. They got used to surround themselves with rough concepts which ousted all highest notions. The consciousness of mankind is saturated with dust of usualness. Thus, savagery and coerseness have reached unbelievable levels.


One should not think that the words of savagery will be  an exaggeration. No superficial signs of civilisation will cover savagery of the spirit. One can wear expensive clothes and stay a savage at the same time. Findings of science and technology have determined the development of consciousness. A special kind of savagery came out of it - it mastered scientific instruments. And a civilised savage is a very dangerous phenomena.


Thus, modern mankind started to attach too much importance to material wealth considering it as the only value. A man aspires to acquire different kind of earthly things in order to equip his life with all attainable comfort and live that life as full (from his point of view) with all conveniences as it is possible. So the best and conscious part of life is spent for acquiring the wealth at the price of all possible efforts and even crimes. Thus, the chase for wealth, struggle for position and power which bring material wealth, have reached their apogees at the present times.


The thirst for pleasures and enjoyments accompanies the aspiration for acquiring of material wealth. Having forgotten the real purpose of life the modern man decided that life is given for enjoyment. He started to replace concentration of thinking and action with entertainment and chaos of scattering. Thus, extraordinarily frivolous attitude to life arose. Modern life in majority of cases is taken down to the search of pleasures, the quality of which is gradually declining: they become more platitudinous and crude.


Young generation is easily inclined to coarseness. There is no wish and time either for knowledge, for arts, literature and other kinds of culture. Heroes, scientists, inventors, artists are not the possessors of minds and hearts of the rising generation, but different kind of recordsmen and champions.


In our times fascination with senseless, stupid, unnecessary records has become absurd. No spectacle, no concert, no lecture attracts so many visitors as football or boxing. These are the favourite sights of a modern man. Those kinds of contests are treated as the great events. They are written about, and broadcasted on the TV. The results of those contests are informed to the inhabitants of the planet by radio. Such infatuation for the rough sports is an extreme degree of crudeness of customs. It is a limit of progress and spiritual savagery.


The aspiration to avoid conscious thinking leads to another disaster of the modern world: people are aspiring to different kinds of drugs in order to tear themselves away from thinking about the principles. All of it - addiction to drugs, aspiration to crude pleasures and platitudinous enjoyments, unbridled lechery and other “fascinations” of modernity - brings to surfeit, disappointment and finally to self-willed leaving of live.


Thus, people have been fascinated with material corporal passing concepts which clouded with dust the light. The values of culture stepped back into darkness. Mankind stopped in its spiritual development and endures a severe unprecedented crisis. The mankind has grown spiritually poor and scarce. Every one feels this world-wide crisis - it is a spiritual crisis.

VIOLATION OF THE ORIGINS’ EQUILIBRIUM


Love between man and woman is the greatest creative force which gives birth not to people only but also to the ideas. The main sense of love is in awakening of the highest emotions and creative abilities. Love is a powerful factor of development and life perfection. But our century has taken the love down to the level of physiological function necessary for human reproduction. The woman who is equipollent part of humanity was turned into a machine for reproduction  and enjoyment. Love is vulgarised and manifested only in rude forms of sensual satisfaction. Sexual unbriddleness leads to the moral fall. And in that fall the fall of state and destruction of civilisations have their origin!


For incalculable centuries, in all countries and layers of society woman was under almost complete submission and guardianship of the man. He took away her right to dispose the destiny of the children born by her. She is given the right to give birth to children in suffering and bring them up. And when they are adult and could be a support for their old mothers, the children are taken away from them and sent for accomplishment of doubtful conquesting goals. Loneliness is left to the mothers as well as the right to mourn over the ruined and crippled lives of their children. Tears of the mothers who have lost their sons, and tears of the wives who have lost their husbands are overfilling the challis of sufferings done to the woman by an individual decision of the man the questions where the decisive voice should belong to the woman.


One can see that in those spheres of human life from where woman is completely excluded, the greatest breakdown and the greatest number of mistakes are happening. Let’s take such masculine quality as enterprise and bellicosity connected with that. That quality by itself is not bad. But if it is deprived of beneficial restraining feminine influence, if it is not ennobled and softened by woman then it turns not only into such ugly phenomenon as attack of a defenceless, robbery, enslavement of a weak one, but it is also a constant threat to the peace and the source of serious catastrophes and calamities for all mankind.

VIOLATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF BEING


People neglected the laws of life, perverted the highest principles of Being. They stopped to reckon with the cosmic laws. Mankind followed its own direction not considering the course of evolution. On each step people violate the laws of physical nature: they pollute the atmosphere, waters and soils, exterminate flora and fauna herewith violating biological equilibrium and causing climatic disorder. Every place where the “crown of creation”, the man has penetrated with his mind, the violation all laws of nature, exhaustion of productive forces of earth and destruction of life are happening. Man takes more from the nature than he really needs. Modern man acts as a predator and terminator of life.


People ruthlessly destroy the earthly stocks and spend the bowels not wishing to know that the equilibrium should be kept. They ferociously skin the virgin cover off the planet - the plants. They destroy the woods - those receivers of prana (vital energy). In every part of the world people have created sand oceans. Deserts are the disgrace of humanity: each desert was a flourishing forest or a garden once. The necrosis of earthly crust  is not  thriftlessness but a suicide!


People decreased the number of animals not wishing to know that animal energy feeds the vitality of Earth. Destruction of fauna has ferociously violated the biological equilibrium of our planet. Ferociously and heartlessly people destroy each other. Constant wars became already a “legalised” way of mass murder.


Mankind is a carrier of spirit that is the Cosmic Fire - it means that wise distribution of that highest element is necessary. But people left the Nature, they left vast spaces and crowded in big cities, filled with pus. Uneven distribution of planet’s population destroys  its health to the great extent.


Poisonous evaporations asphyxiates the cities. Not only in the cities but also amidst the nature prana (vital energy) is already violated. The space is poisoned with gasoline, saturated with electricity, filled with the waves of radio and television, penetrated by various rays. This violent overfilling of the atmosphere causes abnormal effects. Invisible and inaudible waves can influence stronger than deafening explosions. Oversaturation of the space, violent treatment of invisible energies can cause innumerable calamities - including new kinds of diseases. New dangerous diseases come to the mankind, new forms of epidemics. Different kinds of psychosis unusually became complicated. New kinds of psychic and cerebral diseases are the new enemies created by modern life.

POISONING AND ILLNESS OF THE PLANET


The planet is a living organism which can have periods of health and illness. Under unfavourable circumstances the planet body can get ill just like any other organism. Now Earth is dangerously ill. What is the disease of our planet and what are the symptoms of that disease? 


Collective thought of humanity is a binding principle of Earth. It means that psychic state of humanity has the great influence on the state of the planet’s health. And if human thought is poisoned then  the planet is ill, and this disease can be called the fever of poisoning.


The poison of malice and hatred of people, furious damnations and murders produce poisonous spatial accumulations. They are laid in the atmosphere forming the mantle of destructive gases. Poisonous radiations of malicious energy are accumulated and get thicken. Getting more and more concentrated those layers finally became like dense crust which prevents from penetration of higher cosmic rays - fiery currents - favourable rays of luminaries. Thus the Earth has lost the connection with other worlds. Asphyxiating gases from the lowest human emanations have cut the planet off the worlds which could bring help.


Our planet being a particle of the great life of Cosmos is connected with the Universe with many ties. Under the Unity of all the Being and Unity of Cosmic Life the planet cannot live without exchange of energies and currents with other cosmic organisms - planets. Knowing how planet needs nourishment of higher energies one can imagine the consequences of such destructive isolation! It is the disease of the planet in a full sense of this word!


Thus the Nature of our Earth is ill with people’s madness. Physical, biological and psychic equilibrium is broken. The climatic disorder is evoked. Changes of unprecedented cold and heat are growing. Unusual features of heat, thunder-storms and storms are observed. One can see that a hurricane kills thousands of people and ominous storms and floods reach enormous scales. One can already see how the cramps of the planet become more frequent. It shudders in jolts of heat and cold. Every day for several decades of years earthquakes are occurring. For decades Earth is in constant trembling. There were no such signs of the terrible time in Earthly history before. Isn’t the spirit of humanity responsible for those dangerous phenomena?

***


What is the explanation for such universal perturbation of our modernity? It is not casual but natural. The evolution of humanity does not go staightwards but it is undulating. We were talking about it in chapter 2 (“The theory of circulation of cultures”). Now it is time of transition, when one wave of the evolution is ending and another one is beginning. Western European civilisation is leaving and the new Russian Siberian Culture is coming. Beside that aspect of the New Epoch there are some others (we will talk about them in the second part of the book). And as always during the replacement of the epochs a New Teaching is given. That kind of thing is happening now. This is an answer to the question at the beginning of this chapter.

4. FROM RELIGIONS TO THE TEACHING OF MAHATMAS

(TRANSFORMATION OF TEACHINGS)

ONE SOURCE OF TRUTH


Shambala brings Light in the form of Teachings during the whole slow process of evolution of human consciousness. But development of that consciousness is going undulatingly. Usually, in certain period of time, mankind is loosing the purity of Light received from Mahatmas. In the course of time that Light grows dim, the wisdom received  gets misrepresented and stops being a guiding star on the way of human evolution. Then people loose their way and face the deadlock. It is necessary to show them the right direction again.


That is why cosmic laws foresee periodical appearance of the Greatest Teachers of humanity among people. They are incarnated as the Initiated ones, the Great Sages, philosophers, founders of the Teachings, fulfilling the commission of Shambala. They appear on all turning points of history of our planet and on the threshold of all Cultures in order to give a new shift to the consciousness of humanity in time. Every one of them has evoked a new wave of spirituality’s inflow. Every one of those Great Envoys has brought one of the world religions or philosophies. During all the epochs only that part of Truth was given, which could be assimilated by the mankind. Thanks to the unity of the Source which generated all religions, the main principles of them are the same.


The Highest Spirits who had accepted the responsibility to care about the evolution constantly incarnated on Earth in different Images. We will name some of the last incarnations known to history. In China there were Lao Dzu and Konfusius - the Teachers of the Far East. In India, besides the great Buddha, there were legendary Rama and Krishna. In ancient Persia there was Zoroastr - the founder of the cult of Fire. In ancient Egypt the thought of Hermes Trismegist (Trice the Great) was sparkling in amazing lines of the “Emerald Tablet”. Mouses heard the divine voice at Sinai. In ancient Greece - Orpheus the founder of the Greek religion, Pythagoras - the organiser of school of esoteric philosophy, Socrates and his disciple Platoon called the Great Thinker. On the Middle East - Christ made a great sacrifice. Finally the Teacher Mohammed - the founder of Islam religion.


Ancient Teachers predicted the advent of the Great Teacher in our times. He will come to restore the truth and order on Earth. It is predicted that when humanity, having lost the basis of the Teaching, sinks in misunderstanding then the Lord of Shambala Maytreya will come.


Among the people of Asia those predictions are alive for all this time. Statues of the Lord Maytreya were built around India and Tibet already at the beginning of our era. Also now in the mountains, on the difficult roads and dangerous mountain passes the images of the Lord of the Light Future Maytreya stand. Who put them? Who worked for that? But they stand often being the giant ones, just like there were not made by humans. The name Maytreya means “The Lord of Love and Compassion”. Maytreya is related to Kalki Avatar in Hinduism, Muntazar - in Islam and Messiah of all nations. Maytreya is the Lord of the New Epoch.

MISREPRESENTATION OF TEACHINGS

Prejudice! It is a fragment of the ancient truth.

E.A.Baratinsky


The Teachings of Mahatmas lay at the base of all world religions. The Principles of those religions came from Shambala. But one cannot judge about those Principles according to modern church cults with their dogmas and canons. All those Teachings given by the great Founders of religions, were more or less misrepresented by the priests.


The Laws of Reincarnation and Karma known to the world before the Christianity, were being recognised by the first Christians for five centuries - before the Christianity was proclaimed a state religion. Since those times the Christian teaching started to be remade. The servants of the cult did not  like the Laws of Reincarnation and Karma too much because those laws restricted the power of the church over the believers. So, in VI century those Laws were abrogated and proclaimed heresy. As if it is possible to “abrogate” the Cosmic Principles of Being! There was proclaimed a dogma instead of them that a human being is born and lives only once and after death his soul goes to the paradise forever if he has lived a saint life and to hell if he has died without forgiveness of sins. Eternal bliss in heavens is promised to all the obedient, patient and resigned ones.


Priests and people of every faith decided that only their faith is “the only true one” and that they are the only “true” believers and the rest are not. Thus unbelievable fanaticism was developed and also intolerance, ferocious persecution of all differently believing ones, termination of the “pagans”, crusades against them. There was invented the inquisition with its terrible tortures and fires.


Inquisition was established to terminate all different minded ones, all personal enemies of the church representatives, all who aspired to bring some light into the terrible darkness of the Middle Age. The pearls of human genius were also burned in the inquisitional fires - mountains of works full of light and goodness. Their irrevocable loss was mourned as the greatest calamity by the best minds of all epochs. And the Bartolomean night bacame a synonymous of every mass murder.

***


Misrepresented religions do not have anything in common with the Principles of Teachings. Mahatmas resolutely oppose the misrepresented religions:


“Indeed, the religious prejudices the most bitter vulgarity. Often even religious ecstasies bring more harm than good. It is the generally accepted religiosity which is unnecessary.” “It is impossible to spread the religion by force again - it will become  blasphemous ugliness.” “Not feigned religiosity is needed but realisation of the spiritual origin. Neither attires nor rites are needed, but the service to humanity.”

THE RETURN OF THE FORGOTTEN TRUTH

New thing is a forgotten old one

Ancient aphorism


The Great Truth of the past did not vanish irrevocably from the mankind. It was saved on the East and now is returned for the New Epoch. The West has learned about the pearls of the Eastern religious philosophy such as the sacred books of Hinduism - Vedas, Upanishads, especially Bhagavad Gita. And also two great religions of the East - Hinduism (475 mln.) and Buddhism (260 mln.) are the least misrepresented religions in the world. The principles of those religions are the teachings of reincarnation (sansara), retribution (karma) and duty (dharma).


Before the beginning of the New Epoch there were given some revelations to the mankind through the disciples of Mahatmas sent specially for that purpose - Ramakrishna, Vivekananda, H.P.Blavatsky and E.I.Roerich. We will tell you about them and their works in the following chapter.


It is necessary to note, however, that the church does not recognise esoteric knowledge. It considers it as “heresy” and suppresses any discussions.

5. FROM RAMAKRISHNA TO THE ROERICHS

(THE TRANSMITTERS OF THE MAHATMAS’ TEACHING)

ANCIENT INDIAN VEDANTA


The light image of Sri Ramakrishna (1836-1886), the great Indian sage and the clear mind of his disciple Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), Indian philosopher and scientist, were a powerful call to the spiritual synthesis in the last century.


Having gone through the ways of the most important world religions - Hinduism, Islam, Christianity - Ramakrishna brought a massage of Unity of all religions. He found that at the base of all religions there is one Truth.


Vivekananda met Ramakrishna in 1882 and since then he developed Ramakrishna’s ideas for all his life. He reveals spiritual poverty of the West which suppressed the call of the Spirit in its soul with rough materiality. He asserts himself in a thought that Vedanta which is brought to the world from India, can lighten the way of liberation to people.


Vivekenanda starts to grow an idea in his consciousness to make a bridge connecting East and West, to fertilise young body of the West with ancient universal Spirit of the East. Vivekananda was an ambassador of India in the world proclaiming: “India is necessary for the world with its knowledge of God, with its method of liberation and its accumulated spiritual heritage.”


In 1893 Vivekananda went to the United States to the Congress of religions. He greets the youngest country on behalf of monk order of the most ancient country. He proclaims the Truth perceived by the feet of his Teacher Ramakrishna. Ramakrishna has achieved through his experience that all religions lead to one Ocean of Mercy, that all forms and colours are the different aspects of One Great Truth. Vivekananda acquaints the Western world with ancient teaching of Vedanta. He travels around all America.


Soon Vivekananda notices selfish features of the American life and expose them to severe criticism. He opposes false Christianity and hypocrisy of many Christian leaders. With his criticism Vivekananda evokes bitterness of “Christian” leaders who have collapsed the whole flood of dirty slander on him. Thus, America was not able to realise a dream of Vivekananda to unite the West and the East. All inducements of the Americans were directed to the satisfaction of material needs. Positivism and pragmatism became prevailing in philosophy.


In 1895 Vivekananda writes a course of lectures “Raja Yoga” - the book which delighted Leo Tolstoy so much. During the same year he accepts an invitation from London. There he writes “Bhakti Yoga” there. And upon his return to America he writes “Karma Yoga”. Then he creates a course of “Philosophy of Vedanta”  in consequence of which there was established “Vedanta Society” in New York. “Jnana Yoga” appears in London. In 1897 Vivekananda returns home having completed the great mission: he has got off the ground the actual acquaintance and rapprochement of the West and the East. For the first time the principles of majestic Eastern world outlook were clearly and heartily stated before the West.


Upon his return to India Vivekananda has established an organisation named “Mission of Ramakrishna” the objective of which was spreading of the ideas of Unity in the world. It became a centre of religious activity not only in India. It has its departments in European and American countries. But religion for Vivekananda was not in  rites and customs. He courageously cleared living faith from prejudices, destroyed the customs of early marriages, cremation of the widows etc. - religion was the living fire of self-sacrifice and love.


Ramakrishna and Vivekananda were the first who awakened Indian self-consciousness. They were the first Indian leaders in full sense of this word. Ramakrishna was the spiritual power of India, Vivekananda was his voice. The successors of their cause were Rabindranat Thakur (1861-1941), Mahatma Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948) and Aurobindo Ghosh (1872-1950). In 1911-1916 in Russia there were published some books of Vedanta philosophy, the books about Ramakrishna and Vivekananda and also the works of Vivekananda. The books of R.Rollan “Life of Ramakrishna” and “Life of Vivekannda” were published in Russian in 1936. The book of Jawaharlal Nehru “Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda” was published in Calcutta in 1960 in English.

THE FEAT OF HELENA PETROVNA BLAVATSKY IN XIX CENTURY


The feat of the Russian monk Sergius was repeated after eight and a half centuries by another Russian person - H.P.Blavatsky (1831-1891). Already in the childhood the majestic image of Mahatma, a tall Indian in white turban, appeared before her eyes. Always one and the same person. In 1851 madam Blavatsky goes to England and in London for the first time she meets that Mahatma who has appeared before her in the childhood.


Then, during next seven years she attempts to get to Tibet, but she fails. In those times foreigners were forbidden to enter the country. And only in 1864 she managed to achieve  her goal. She penetrated into inaccessible bowels of the Central Asia. After heroic searches she had finally found there the mysterious sages - Mahatmas - and had become Their spiritual disciple. She spent three years there in one of the abodes (ashrams) in Tibet. There she has received sacred knowledge of the mysteries of the Universe.


Madam Blavatsky was an envoy of Mahatmas. She fulfilled Their commissions. Under the pseudonym of “Radda-bay” she wrote some interesting essays about her journey around India and Tibet and about conversations with Mahatmas. Those notes called “From the caves and thickets of Hindustan” (the second series of essays - “Forgotten tribes. Three months on the “blues mountains” of Madras”) were published in periodicals in Russia at the beginning of eighties of the last centuries. Then those essays were published as a separate book. In Russia her literature name untill the latest times is combined only with those essays. All the rest was written and published in English.


In view of the strong and insistently expressed wish of her collaborators to establish a society in order to acquaint promoted minds with sacred teaching of all religions and philosophies, Mahatma K. agreed to direct that kind of society. That society was founded in New York in 1875 by madam Blavatsky and colonel Henry S. Olcott. The Theosophical Society has its objective to prepare the Western world for the advent of the New Epoch through spread of the higher knowledge about mysteries and objectives of the Universe. The Teaching brought by madam Blavatsky, has made its great cause - it has awakened many minds all over the world.


Theosophy in its Greek translation is the Divine Wisdom. Theosophy is a scientific and religious philosophy, that is the synthesis of science, philosophy and religion - their concordance. Studying all religions of the world Theosophy finds that the sacred part of all of them has the same principles. Thus, Theosophy represents the truth which lays at the basis of all religions. The motto of the Theosophical society is - “there is no religion higher than the truth”. There are many theosophical books.


The works of Blavatsky were published in America and England in her times. She wrote many books about Eastern philosophy and ancient wisdom such as “Isis unveiled”, “The Key to Theosophy”, “The Voice of the Silence”, “The Gems of the East” etc., and also big number of articles. Besides those books she wrote a fundamental work in three volumes “The Secrete Doctrine” (1888) - the code of multisecular sacred wisdom, the synthesis of achievements of evolution of life of the previous Cultures, the problems of future development of life and humanity; two volumes were translated by Helena Roerich and published in Riga in 1937. Madam Blavatsky has never ascribed her works to herself. She only considered them as imperfect transference of Mahatmas’ revelation entrusted to her.


But the appearance of Theosophical Society evoked a war of the dark forces against it, for they do not wish the advent of the light epoch which is threatening destruction to their power and influence. The clergy of orthodox religions (especially Jesuits) has become up in arms against the Founder of the Society just like the English racists who did not like the great influence of madam Blavatsky on the Indians. There was organised a systematic campaign against her - constant attacks, insinuations and slander. Thus, the attacks of the enemies of Light took her down to the grave. And she was the envoy of Shambala who was fulfilling the commissions of the Mahatmas and carrying the mission of the prophet of the New Epoch.


Unfortunately, madam Blavatsky was not understood and recognised in her own motherland. She was slandered. Everything has started with a hostile and lying lampoon of Vsevold Solovyev “The modern priest of Isis” published in 1894 in Russia. That slander spread by him,  unempededly went around all Russia and its consequences are still dragging till our times. Till now such epithets like “deceiver”, “charlatan”, “adventurer” are automatically repeated without  any argumentation.

***


In America, in response to the accusation of madam Blavatsky in “fictitiousity” of her association with “non-existing” Masters of Wisdom of the East - the Mahatmas - a protest signed by 70 Indian scientists appeared in “Boston Courier” news paper of July 18th 1885. In that protest they asserted that “the Mahatmas - are not the fabrication of Blavatsky, but the Highest creatures. No one of the enlightened Indians has any doubts about their existence. They were known by grandfathers and great-grandfathers. And many Indians are still in constant relations with them.” Such was the witness of pundits - the Eastern scientists.


Helena Ivanovna Roerich wrote about madam Blavatsky the following: “Our great compatriot right after her death has incarnated in a masculine body in Hungary. In 1924 she has arrived in the main Stronghold of the White Brotherhood, and now, under the name of Brother H., she works for the salvation of the world. Ridiculed, slandered, disgraced and pursued, she took her place among the Saviours of humanity. Thus, the Cosmic Justice creates. In future Russia her name will be placed on the proper height of honouring. Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, truly, is our national pride.”


Yes, she was the great spirit who took upon herself a difficult commission to shift the consciousness of humanity which has got entangled in the dead grip of church dogmas and aspired to the deadlock of atheism. She has brought the great knowledge and the light message about the Mahatmas and Shambala. The searching minds needed the books of H.P.Blavatsky. They have touched the Ancient Wisdom through them. There were brought some ancient texts such as “Stanzas of Dzian”, “The Voice of the Silence”, “Light on the Path” etc. Through madam Blavatsky who was chosen for such a great mission there were proclaimed the ideas which are supposed to awaken the searches for Truth among humanity. The forgotten truth of the Law of eternal human life - the Law of one’s reincarnation and also the Law of Cosmic Justice - the Law of Karma - was returned to mankind through her.

***


The Teaching of the Mahatmas called Theosophy and given through madam Blavatsky in the second half of the last century was continued and developed in the first half of our century through Helena Ivanovna Roerich. After the detailed outline there was given a conclusive culmination. That Teaching was named Agni Yoga which means the Fiery path.


Agni Yoga gives a new aspect of the One Eternal Truth in accordance with the time we are living in now. It is not coming to replace all preceding Great Teaching but for the fiery purification and assertion of them. Agni Yoga does not deny no one of the preceding Teachings. It only deepens them and clear them from secular conglomerations. It returns all those values which were lost by people who perverted old Precepts.


Agni Yoga does justice to atheism as an inevitable consequence of church misrepresentations of religion. Although it does not throw aside the Principles of religions, cleared from the misinterpretations of ignorant priests.


The Teaching of Agni Yoga is based on honouring of the Great Hierarchy of Light and high authority of the Masters - the Mahatmas of Shambala.

THE FEAT OF THE ROERICHS


So, as it was said above, at the end of the XIX century the Russian Woman H.P.Blavatsky brought the massage of Shambala and the Mahatmas to the world. She acquainted the West with ancient philosophical teachings of the East. All of that had influenced on a considerable part of the Russian intelligentsia including the Russian artist Nicholas Roerich.


Nicholas Roerich was born in Petersburg in 1874. In 1897 he graduated from the Academy of Arts. Since 1909 he has become an academic. Since 1906 he is a director of the school of the Society of arts encouragement. In the future he is not only the great artist but also a public benefactor, the leader of the world culture, poet, writer, philosopher, scientist and a traveller.


A lot of books and monographs were written about Roerich’s life and activity.


Roerich gets interested in ancient Indian philosophy. He studies it. There he is looking for the satisfactory answers for the main questions of Being. He shows the great interest to the movement “The Mission of Ramakrishna” which had appeared in 1897 upon the initiative of Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), Indian thinker-humanist and public benefactor. His interest of the East was shared by his wife Helena Ivanovna Roerich. She was also fascinated with Ramakrishna, Vivekananda, Rabindranat Tagor and ancient Indian philosophy.


Roerichs were attracted, first of all, by the principle of great vitality of the East, by those great images, by the solution of philosophical questions which, no doubt, have great value for our times as well.


Roerichs obtained strong belief that their personal duty before the society is to draw together the spiritual heritage of the East with scientific discoveries and progressive social teachings of the West.


Roerichs were especially interested and inspired by the information about mysterious Shambala - the country where the sages of the world live - the Mahatmas. Roerich thinks: “Aren’t the legends are a garland of the best flowers? Mankind does not compose legends about small, insignificant and miserable things In any case every legend contains something unusual. Yes, the legends are not abstractness, but the reality itself”. That is why Roerichs believe in the reality of Shambala. And shouldn’t they believe if they hear the call from there... “Form the depths of Asia the ringing string of the sacred call is heard: “Kalagia!” It means: “Come to Shambala!” - writes Roerich. And he also writes in the diary: “I am bowing to the ground to the Teachers of India. They have brought true creation into the chaos of our life. They have given the call to us. The call is calm, convincing and wise”.


The Roerichs have accepted the call. They had a cherished dream to reach that remoted and mysterious country where the sages of humanity live. They have undertaken the steps for organisation of scientific and art expedition to the countries of the East, to the Central Asia - to India and Tibet. But those plans were completely destroyed by the war of 1914.


In 1916 Nicholas Roerich and his family had to move to Karelia for health reasons. In 1918 Nicholas Roerich visited Petrograd in connection with reorganisation of work of the school of the Society of arts encouragement, and then he was in Finland being cut off the Motherland.


It is Finland where the wanders of Roerich family started from. In 1919 there were organised exhibitions of Roerich’s paintings in Sweden and Norway, then in Denmark and England where he meets with Tagor. Since 1920 there were exhibitions and art-educational activity in the USA: organisation of the Union of Artists, then the Institute of the United Arts, and finally the International Art Centre. In 1923 in New-York the Museum of Roerich’s paintings was opened. The whole world was admiring at him.


All the time the immediate plans of the Roerichs contained a trip to the East. They regarded that trip as their duty before the Motherland. In America the Roerichs begin to organise their expedition. In 1923 they left for India. In 1925 they went to the North: Nicholas Roerich, Helena Roerich and their older son George Roerich.


The famous Roerich Central-Asian expedition has started. For the decades the Roerichs were preparing for that expedition. They were preparing themselves for that just like ancient priests  for the meeting with a god. Roerich wrote: “The objective of the trip was to penetrate into the mysterious regions of Asia, into the mysteries of philosophy and culture of the boundless continent”. The aspiration of the Roerichs was to bring to their Motherland a gift of millennial accumulations of the Eastern wisdom.


From London the expedition was heading to Ladak, Tibet, the Western China. Somewhere on the way - the place is not defined precisely, which is understood - the Roerichs visited the secret country of  the Mahatmas - the legendary Shambala. And there - “all suppositions have got their base and all tales have become a fact”. In the notes of N.Roerich one can find the reports of the conversations with the Mahatmas. Information about the conversations is extremely miserly. But Roerich does not deny the fact of those meetings. In his books “Altai - Himalayas” and “The Heart of Asia” Nicholas Roerich wrote about the things the expedition had gone through, heard and saw, about the hardships on the way. Those books were published in 1929 in America. In USSR those books were published in 1974 and in 1979  respectively.


The Mahatmas told to the Roerichs that the Epoch of Shambala is coming - the New Era of powerful energies and opportunities. “The time is close when new energies will come and create new conditions of life. The nearest are the energies of Agni - the Cosmic Fire - The Epoch of Shambala will come impetuously”. 


Having completed the expedition, the Roerich family settled in India, in the Western Himalayas - in Punjab, in the ancient valley of Kulu. Here they have organised scientific research institute “Urusvati” for scientific processing of the collected materials and for the Eastern studies. The Expedition went through the places unknown to the Western science and had to overcome unbelievable hardships and dangers. It was a real scientific and human feat.


After the war Roerichs did not see any impediments for return to the Motherland and solicited for the receiving of the entrance documents. They packed paintings in the boxes and prepared them to send to Moscow. But the Roerichs were not allowed to return during Stalin’s times - entrance visa was not issued. Nicholas Roerich died in 1947 not having received a permission. There was not given a permission to return to the Motherland to the artist’s wife Helena Ivanovna Roerich - she waited for that till her death in 1955.

 
And only Khrushchev, upon his return from India, finally, permitted the sons of Roerich to return to Russia. So, George Roerich, the older son, used that opportunity. And his is an eminent orientalist, his knowledge of the Eastern languages was outstanding. In 1957 he returned  from India to Russia in order to stay there and to continue his scientific work at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Science of the USSR. Fulfilling the will of his father George Roerich presented the state with artist’s 418 paintings.


He worked in Moscow for three years and in 1960 he died. The younger son Svyatoslav Roerich, the artist, lived in India. The first time he visited the Soviet Union was in 1960. Then he came to Russia often and organised exhibitions of his paintings. Svyatoslav Roerich died in India in 1993.

***


The series of the books of Shambala’s Teaching called Agni Yoga was given by the Mahatmas through the wife of Nicholas Roerich - Helena Ivanovna Roerich, the Russian woman of the great philosophical mind. Her great feat was that she has received, applied for herself and written down that Teaching and also she has given the  fragments of that Teaching to the world. She corresponded with many countries of the world. Some part of her letters was published in Riga in 1946 in two big volumes (“The letters of Helena Roerich(1929-1938)”), where the explanations and additions to the Teaching were given as well as the answers to the questions of the collaborators and friends - the correspondents.


Agni Yoga was received through telepathical connection - clearaudience and clearvision, when a disciple clearly hears the voice of a Teacher and clearly sees His image. Something like radio connection is being established between the Teacher and a disciple - sort of television and teleaudience. That connection becomes very distinct.


“She kept illumination of the childhood that the Light Teacher lives somewhere. Since the childhood she aspired to the destined feat in her consciousness. Strengthening herself internally she received a vision counseling at the feat. From the first spatial sparks through all the fires to Samadhi she left notes which will lay a threshold to the New World. It is not easy to be a Mother of Agni Yoga. Only as the time pass people will evaluate all selflessness which was necessary while proclaiming of the fiery power” (Agni Yoga).


Valentin Sidorov wrote: “One can write a whole book about her life which impresses the imagination with constant burning of the spirit and superhuman tension of the physical and internal forces. I think that with time such a book (not one only!) will be written. The main life and spiritual-creative feat of Helena Roerich  was that associating with Mahatmas she made their fiery yoga (Agni Yoga) a property of our time.


Her diligence was fantastic. Her letters were published in 1940 in Riga. There were two volumes. Of course, that was a part of the letters, and only  fragments of the letters. If whole letters had had been published then there would have been many volumes. But there are much more of unpublished works than published ones. Svyatoslav Roerich told me that in his archives there are one hundred seventy works of Helena Roerich. One hundred seventy! Can you imagine how many works are waiting for the fixed hour and how many discoveries - may be very unexpected ones - they promised to people”.


In April 1958 in Moscow there was opened an exhibition of Roerich’s paintings which were brought by his son George from India. Only since that year our press starts to write about Roerich. The character of the first publications was in strict accordance with the scheme: the paintings must be praised, the philosophy must be criticized, the “idealism” and “mysticism” must be blamed. It is declared that his ideology is naive, his philosophical concepts are unacceptable for us without even explaining why. But after, the image of Roerich as a philosopher gradually and carefully was widened.

6. FROM OLD YOGAS TO AGNI YOGA

(THE BEGINNING OF THE FIERY EPOCH)

THE INDIAN YOGAS


The word “yoga” is derived from the Sanskrit root “yug” which means to connect. The Lithuanian root “yung” (to join, yoke) and the Russian word “igo” - are of the same root. The primary meaning of the word “yoga” was very close to the meaning of the word yoke. The verb root “yug” meant: to join something, to equip for some purpose. Consequently, in the first meaning of the root “yug” contained the idea of preparation for hard work as well as a European expression “to harness oneself into something”.


Yoga is a system of moral self perfection which is a part of  many religious and philosophical concepts of India. The first goal of training which is needed by Yoga, is to teach a person proper submission to the laws of moral and physical nature, because yoga thinks that achievement of moral and physical perfection depends on that submission.


If a goal set to develop the supernormal psychic forces, then the work over oneself for that kind of development is called yoga. The same word is used to indicate mental training necessary for the achievement of total control over thoughts and feelings, for achievement of spiritual perfection.


There are four main Yogas - Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga, Bhakti Yoga and Raja Yoga. Those four Yogas were described in details in four books written by Indian philosopher S.Vivekananda and published in 1914-1915. In Russia those books were published in Russian in the pre-Revolutionary times.


Karma Yoga is a path of active action. The mystery of the write labour or write activity which is taught by Karma Yoga is that to work for the sake of work but not for the reward and results. It means to do something without caring about the results but simply for the sake of obtaining of the experience and developing of one’s forces and abilities. The followers of that Yoga do not pay any attention to success or failure in their life. They try to do the best they can. They try to invest as much of their energy in all undertakings as they only have.


Jnana Yoga is a path of knowledge - the path of wisdom. Absence of knowledge is ignorance, and it is a source of all other illusions of selfishness and attachment to the lower “self” as well as to the world of forms. But Jnana Yoga aspires to free us from the dream of ignorance. Jnana yogi is constantly training his abilities to distinguish the real from the false and is trying to rise higher over all relative and conditional. Jnana yogi comes to the realisation of the absolute, unchangeable, eternal Truth.


Bhakti Yoga is the path of love. The word “bhakti” means reverential worship, faithfulness, love for the Divine Principle. Bhakti Yoga is a method of reverential attitude with help of which one reaches the association of soul with the Highest, emotional unity with the God.


Raja Yoga is the path of development of the spirit, the path of concentration of mind and persistent reflection of high topics. Raja Yoga shows processes and methods with the help of which there can be developed a power of concentration as well as the will-power. It sets a task to teach a person to control oneself, it teaches full discipline of mind.


The four Yogas mentioned above which were practised in India for millennia, are already loosing their meaning, because for our time they have already become obsolete. Those yogas protected the man from all the reality implying the definite kind of life as a basis. Now such a system is necessary which could comprise the essence of all life.

***


It is necessary to mention one more form of Yoga which is the most popular in Russia and on the West but is having very little in common with the real Yogas. It is Hatha Yoga - the system of very difficult phisical and respiratory excersizes. Actually Hatha Yoga can not be called a Yoga because it does not set itself any higher targets and restricts itself only with physical exercises. It does not correspond to the meaning of the word “Yoga”. Practising of this Yoga in order to improve health or to obtain “Yoga’s powers” leads  to the contrary results very often. Physical and especially respiratory exercises of Hatha Yoga can break the harmonic activity of the nervous system and damage the psychology of a man.


Some mechanical exercises of Hatha Yoga evoke rush of blood to the brain centres and their irritation. Those exercises also irritate other easily irritable nervous plexuses. But those aggravations of separate centres, those partial efforts as well as all  violent exercises will not lead to any higher achievements.


No pranayama (respiratory exercise) will give any higher consequences, for pranayama is dealing only with the external man and can not transform the internal one. And the transformation of the internal man is a goal of all true Teachings. No mechanical exercises can help to achieve the spirituality.


More over, violent exercises are very harmful. Irritation of the nervous centres evokes unexpected results. There are cases known when a man having stood on his head immediately lost his sight. The excessive blood pressure which is evoked by the mechanical exercises causes injuries. If a man has predisposition to some organic disease, it can intensify. For example, if the lungs are weak the consumption can develop. If a man is inclined to sexuality, sexual perversion etc. can develop Violent exercises of Hatha Yoga first of all evoke the lost of nervous balance, then they lead to idiotism and madness.

ADVENT OF THE FIERY EPOCH

Fire is by the threshold

The Fiery World, v.1, 582


The Cosmic Fire is the Source of Life. All forms of  Life - from the highest down to the lowest - have the Fire at their basis. Fire is the  basis of all the existing, the basis of the Universe, the basis of creation. It is everywhere and in everything. Fire contains everything in itself. Being the basis of every Life, Fire is a connector - when it leaves decomposition begins, the death of the form.


Physical fire is the lowest form of the Cosmic Fire; evoked from the space and visible during the process of burning, the fire returns to its invisible state when this burning is over. Unusual is the construction when the main thing stays invisible but is ready to manifest itself everywhere in the simplest way. Fire approaches the life more often than people think.


Puranas - the ancient Indian sacred books - say that on the replacements of epochs people will rave and if that madness overflow the limits then fiery purification will be the only way out. Agni Yoga defines it more precisely: the  pits of darkness on Earth demand strong desinfection. That is why the Cosmic Fire will approach to the Earth. It will penetrate all poisonous evaporations, it will decompose all accumulations of darkness, it will destroy all conglomerations and outputs. Fire will destroy all the forces which resist the advent of the New Epoch.


So, the Epoch of Fire which has been proclaimed much time ago, is coming in our times. The Great Fiery Era is completing the leaving dark epoch - Kali Yuga. It will saturate the space with Fire of the New World - light Satya Yuga -  and it will bring the great changes and achievements to the mankind.


Agni Yoga points out that the New Era of powerful energies and possibilities, unlike the previous epochs, will come impetuously instead of previous gradual evolutionosity. The time is close when new energies, and the nearest of all are the energies of Agni - the Cosmic Fire - will approach our plan and create new conditions for life in the New Era. Speaking about the approaching influences of the cosmic energies, Agni Yoga warns about the peculiarities of the nearest future.


Thus, the unusual times are approaching, the fiery danger is coming. The great heat is thickening above our planet - special chemism. The date is coming when the Fiery element must turn into cataclysms. It will evoke destructive earthquakes and other perturbations. Besides, new fiery energies will inevitably evoke new grave diseases, fiery illnesses and new epidemics.


There are many signs of advent of the Fiery Epoch already. Inexplicable fiery epidemics drying up lungs, larynx and heart, have already started. New kinds of psychic, cerebral and sleep diseases are spreading. But their external cure will lead to  the most destructive consequences, for one cannot use old means to fight against new enemies created by the modern life.


Fearful deeds of humanity bring their grave Karma and lead the humanity to its fate - expiation. The deeds of people make underground fires rise to the surface. Fire is looking for the way out. The great volcanoes are awakening. All extinct centres are awakening to their fiery life again. Now all volcanic belt is very much tense now. In the new places unexpected break throughs are occurring, and the most dangerous of them are on the bottom of the oceans where the earthly crust is very much corroded. Giant cataclysms are inevitable. The replacement of the epochs is always accompanied by them just as it was during the end of Lemuriya and Atlantis.


The approaching fiery waves are terrible if one does not know about them. And people do not know how to accept those fiery possibilities - they do not know  that fiery unification is destined. Instead of  filling with the power of Fire people may begin to excel in counteracting it. But neither cruelty nor robbery, nor betrayal, nor lie will help from the fiery waves. It is not shame which will compel to the searches of salvation but suffering.


The Era of Fire is coming - one should find  courage and reason to accept it. The mankind has approached a step of its evolution when people should master the element of Fire. One can have it as a friend or an enemy. It will either be realised and legally applied or it will burn the unwiseness of irresponsibility. Mastering of the Fiery element is a necessary condition for entering the New Epoch.


It is said in Agni Yoga that the one who will not fear the fiery element that one will go through with the Cosmic Fire. But in order to approach the Fire fearlessly one needs to learn to think about it and accept it into one’s consciousness. Having realised it timely one can avoid multitude of losses.


How one can start that realisation? “First of all one need to know that the Fire is the essence of our spirit. The spirit, a fiery grain, originates from the One Fire. One needs to understand how the fire of our microcosm is consonant with the Great Fire of Microcosm. It is necessary to understand a fiery grain of the spirit and silently establish its connection with the Cosmic Fire.  It is necessary that by approach of the fiery energies people would not be ashamed to recognise One Fire in themselves, the Fire which is unchangeable for all the Universe! It is necessary to apply that universal treasure to the whole way of life.


In order to assimilate the Cosmic Fire one needs to become kindred to it - one needs to become fiery! This it the whole essence of conscious acceptance of the fiery energies! And Agni Yoga says how one can raise the fieriness of the spirit.

TIMELINESS OF AGNI YOGA


In order to teach people how to become a receiver of the cosmic fires and to govern the waves of flame, a new Yoga is given to help the mankind. It is called

the Teaching of Agni Yoga. That Yoga teaches how survive in our terrible and

dangerous time. The Teaching of Agni Yoga points out how to prepare oneself to 

the advent of that moment in order to resist the danger which will threaten to anyone at the approach of the fiery element. It points out that it is necessary to master the element of Fire and to make its currents beneficial for oneself but not destructive.


In our century the signs of different unassimilated energies will flash up. One can imagine what confusion those misunderstood motions will evoke unless one approaches them by the ways indicated in Agni Yoga. It is said that when the influence of the fiery element will increase the mankind will manifest panicle fear and chaoticity of actions. People will rush about in false directions. Such will be the influence of misunderstood and unaccepted Fire. Therefore Agni Yoga is given by the time - it brings the signs of the true path to those who can see. Let them have some time to adapt remembering the shortness of dates. That is why it is important now to pay attention to the studies of the Agni Yoga books. It is not only next widening of possibilities of the humanity. But it should also bring to combination the cosmic energies which will approach our planet by the date.


Agni means Fire in Sanskrit. Thus Agni Yoga is the Fiery Yoga, the Fiery Path. So, the path of Agni Yoga is the Path of  Light. People are given the path - Agni Yoga will strengthen those who have realised the timeliness of this Teaching. “One shouldn’t wait the hour when the stream  drives crowds searching for salvation - it will be the cognition of the whip of horror. At the hour of whirlwind all people’s hope will be only in the Teaching. Then people will raise their heads off the ground and may be, for the first time, they will see the fire of heaven and the far-off worlds. The whirlwind will make people think about the fire of space and future lives.

***


Each phase of the Revelation meets a special need of humanity. The present time is distinguished by the fall of morals - it means that Agni Yoga first of all directs to the affirmation of moral principles. That is why the Teaching of Agni Yoga is also called the Teaching of the Living Ethics. Indeed, in the present time, as Agni Yoga says, “The Sacred Ethics have turned into the stupid etiquette and become a printed label”.


Therefore Agni Yoga pays special attention to the work over oneself, moral self-perfection of each man of the New Epoch. The qualities which need to be obtained for transformation of the internal man, the sphere of whom is in the world of thought, are fully described in the books of the Teaching from every side and point of view. It says about the formation of a fiery man of the New Epoch - about development of the fiery energy in him. It also says about apprenticeship: the possibility to become a disciple of the Mahatmas.


The living Ethics lead to the Sensation of one’s unity with the surrounding world and - in force of that - the responsibility for that world. It is in the middle of twenties when in the third book of Agni Yoga “Community” there was raised a question of protection of the biosphere was raised. And the whole importance of that question became understood in forty years.


“We learn to improve the being proceeding from the possibilities of the life itself”.  “The Teaching is given not for before-sleep reading but for saturation of all the life”. Therefore Agni Yoga is also called “The Teaching of Life”. Just like fire is an all-connecting principle, so Agni Yoga is penetrating all the life. This Teaching comprises all concepts that are the principles of life. It gives wide and clear understanding of the most complex questions of being. It gives the most practical advises. It gives the most definite and direct instructions how to act and what to do. On its breadth of thought the Teaching of Life gives answers to all questions. Agni Yoga takes into consideration all complex problems of modernity. Agni Yoga forwards the idea of unity of the mankind and elevates it from the “Community” to the universal Brotherhood and cosmic cooperation to which all path of the evolution leads. Agni Yoga combines earthly knowledge with the cosmic pulse. Study of Agni Yoga brings man closer to the far-off worlds. It teaches how to obtain cosmic knowledge and to cooperate with Cosmos.


What is the difference and similarity between Agni Yoga and ancient Indian Yogas? Karma Yoga has a lot of in common with Agni Yoga when it deals with the earthly elements. But when Agni Yoga  masters the ways to the realisation of the far-off worlds then the difference becomes obvious.


Jnana Yoga, Bhakti Yoga, Raja Yoga - all of them protect a man from reality and because of that they cannot participate in the evolution of future. And while those three Yogas are taking the man away from life too much, Agni Yoga’s feat should be realised in life.  Accumulation of phenomena in life shows how much the Yoga of Life is higher than artificial eminence which is beyond the reality.


Agni Yoga generalises the experience of all previous Yogas, taking all the best and applicable for the future from them. Agni Yoga elevates and combines in one the essence of those Yogas: labour, wisdom, love, will. Agni Yoga is the synthesis of all Yogas. For the time of approach of the Fiery Epoch it is the Agni-Fire equally laying at the base of all Yogas that will penetrate the atmosphere of our planet so much that all kinds of Yogas will merge in the fiery synthesis.


Agni Yoga just like all other Yogas given from the higher source, is an ancient and secrete Teaching. Its promulgation to everybody is new and important. This promulgation became possible because of advent of the New Epoch. The Teaching of Agni Yoga is given for the future - it is a precursor of the great Epoch. It is not the new thing which is proclaimed but the one necessary for the current time. Useful Teaching is not given for novelty, but for creating the new worthy life.


The book of Roerich “The Heart of Asia” says about the Teaching: “Agni Yoga being in full accordance with the new problems of science, outlines the signs of studying of the subtlest energies. The thing which recently has been generally called the teaching of will and concentration, is included by Agni Yoga in to the whole system of mastering of the energies surrounding us. Through the widening of consciousness and exercises of an organism, amidst the conditions  of the modern life that synthetic Yoga is building a happy future of humanity. It says: do not go away from life, develop the abilities of your apparatus and understand the great meaning of the spiritual energy - thoughts and consciousness - as the greatest creating factors.


The Teaching of Shambala is a whole teaching of life. The most practical advises are given in that teaching from Himalayas. It is very close to every strong and searching spirit. For too long people stayed in the lowest state. They must hurry in order to master the destined brilliant opportunities”.

THE BOOKS OF THE TEACHING


The third book of Agni Yoga Teaching “Community” begins with the following words: “The working one, do the principles of cooperation and community burn in your consciousness? If that flame has already enlightened your brain then  learn the signs of the Teaching of our Mountains. If your thinking has not been cleared yet by the true hammer and sickle then find the book “Illumination” and “The Call”.


Those two books preceded the “Community”. They were published in the USA before Roerich’s visit to Moscow. And as well as the “Community” those books are intended for Russia.


The first book of the Teaching  “The leaves of Moria’s Garden” was published in 1924. It is also called “The Call” - the call to a new life. This book begins with the following words: “To the New Russia is My first Message!” The first book called for the feat of beauty, simplicity and fearlessness. The pearls of multisecular wisdom are scattered in form of short separate phrases, very beautiful and poetic. The first accord of that symphony contained by the Teaching is given. The sketches of future life are made. Every phrase and every word are full of deep meaning and make one think a lot in order to understand their explicit and implicit sense.


The next book - “The leaves of Moria’s Garden” (“Illumination”) was published in 1925. The second book names the qualities and signs of work, affirming the widening of consciousness. As it is said, the first sign of widening of the consciousness is the idea of Community and Common Well-being. In the book there are given the first indications of necessary work and direction in order to obtain the right of entering the New Epoch and the New World.


The third book “The Community” (1926-1927) contains the teaching of community life. In its essence it was a comprehensive address of Mahatmas to the Soviet people as a continuation of Their Message brought by Roerichs to Moscow in 1926 and which has not reached the people.


The first three books are sort of an introduction to the following series of Agni Yoga books. The major part of life questions has already been touched. Those questions were developed and enlightened from other points of view in the following books.


The fourth book of the Teaching is called “Agni Yoga”. It was published in 1929. The essence of Agni Yoga and its importance for the future will be discussed about later on.


The fifth book - “Infinity” (1930) contains the highest cosmogony. It says about the laws of the Universe and evolution of life, about action and interaction of innumerable cosmic energies, about influence of heavenly luminaries and their rays on the evolution of humanity and development of life, about the far-off worlds and many other things.


The next books are “The Hierarchy” (1931) and “The Heart” (1932). In the following chapters of the book we will talk in details about the Hierarchy as well as about the meaning of the heart in the coming epoch.


“Why is the Infinity given at the beginning and then the Hierarchy and then the Heart? At the beginning the direction is shown which has to be followed by a man. Then the Guides to the Infinity are shown to the man - these are our Leaders, Older Brothers of humanity, the Mahatmas of Shambala; but the man’s own heart is the only mean of approach to the Hierarchy and Infinity.”


And only through the efforts of one’s own heart one can reach that highest Fiery World which is described in the following books. “The Fiery World” (the first part was published in 1933, the second one - in 1934, the third one - in 1935).


The last published books of Agni Yoga Teaching were “AUM”(1936) and “The Brotherhood”(1937). The rest of the Teaching books were being prepared for publishing but could not be published because of the war time.


The books of the Teaching of Mahatmas were published in Russian and in English in America, Paris and Riga. As we see, those books were published starting from 1924. Although, they were freely sold in the bookstores of all the world, access to them in the USSR was closed - here the “Stalin’s epoch” started. Those books have also been destroyed in Germany when the “Hitler’s epoch” had started there.


In Baltic countries before 1940 the books of the Teaching could be freely bought; in Riga there was arranged the publishing of  those books. And when the Baltic countries were occupied and became the Soviet ones the books of the Teaching have been immediately withdrawn from all book stores and public libraries.


Indeed, the time has come  to comprehend the Principles of Life. The time has come to study and cognize the Laws of Being in order to begin to live full and conscious life. Only knowledge of the principles of life can transform our life, and direct to that future which is dreamed of by every conscious person aspiring to the Progress and Common Well-being.

***


“The dates of nation's destinies can be cognized according to the waves of the understanding of religion. Where there is obvious unbelief, there the harvest of God is already near. But where there is hypocritical splendor, there the sword is ready. The example of Saul will be instructive”.



“It is seen where the principle of synthesis can be realised. It will not be where the pendulum of life is dead but where it rocks the most. The pendulum which is launched to one side will rock to another one at the same extent.”


Jingoist religion is leaving. And instead of that obsolete scarecrow, Ivan the one hundred thousandth is demanding new light, new spiritual food and new dogmas, justified by reason and logic.”


“In the future schools of Russia the paths of spiritual growth will be taught by those who have cognized all the Path. My chosen ones will carry My simple Word about the things which belong to the Great People.”


“The day is close when people will search for those who can bring a grain of the true Knowledge.”

THE BASIC PRINCIPLES

THE COSMIC PRINCIPLES OF BEING


The major part of human legislative codes begin with a formula: “No one can justify oneself with one’s ignorance of the laws” and violation of a law through unawareness does not justify the person. In the meanwhile, the major part of people is living in Cosmos staying unawared of the cosmic laws. They violate them on every  step of their lives, in every action, word and thought, and they are surprised that their lives are full of  hardships and blows.


Who is to blame if, while living in Cosmos (yes, in Cosmos!), we have no idea about the laws governing it? Although, while living in a state we consider it necessary to be acquainted with the laws of that state. How much it is more important to know the laws which govern sates as well! The coming epoch is an epoch of cooperation with Cosmos and it demands knowledge of not only human but also cosmic laws!


A human law can be abrogated or changed, but the cosmic law - never. Cosmos does not know change of its laws. Whatever you do, the law stays unchangeable. You can hurt yourself when facing it, but it will stay firm like a rock against which the surf waves break.


We do not live in the world of tyranny where today one thing can happen and tomorrow another. We can work with full confidence in success if we lean on the unchangeable Truth - the Law of the Universe. But in order to work safely in the world of Law we need knowledge. Until we do not know the laws they can destroy our plans, results of work, break our hopes. But the same laws become our servants, assistants and upwards engines when our ignorance is replaced with knowledge. Law becomes saving  when we cognize it. The Cognition of the Cosmic laws gives the answers to all basic questions of Being mentioned at the beginning of this book.


The Cosmic laws are taught at the esoteric knowledge of antiquity. On the way to that ancient wisdom we have learned about Shambala and the Mahatmas as the Source of that knowledge. We have learned that H.P.Blavatsky and the Roerichs were the transmitters of that knowledge through Theosophy and Agni Yoga. Now we have approached that valuable sacred knowledge closely.


From the very beginning of the evolution of humanity the Mahatmas were giving the concepts of the unchangeable Cosmic Laws to people - the concepts of the Laws of Being, taking into consideration the level of consciousness of people, conditions of time and place. The Great White Brotherhood of the Masters periodically was sending Its Co-Brothers to give a new shift to people’s consciousness. They were incarnated as the Founders of World Teachings. “The Great Masters for all centuries were asserting the power of thought, the far-off worlds, the phenomena of continuity of life and the subtle world. In India, China, Egypt, Iran, Palestine and then in Europe there were said almost the same words. And now we must repeat the same truth. Almost the same things were being asserted five millennia ago”.


“A grain was formed yesterday, the flower will grow tomorrow. The most advanced minds do not refuse eating the bread of yesterday’s grains. It is necessary to learn to combine knowledge of the past with aspiration to the future. How one can succeed if the fire burns and the eye is directed to the darkness? Let the Fire of Wisdom light up all treasures of the accumulations. Widen your respect to the grain and fruit. It is necessary to put an end to the limitedness.” “It would be unjustified to break the sign of reasonable basis. If an architect sees the firmness of basis then he uses it for a new building. The world-wide economy of means is needed. The luxury of destruction has gone to the pages of history. World does not need any new elements, but new combinations. One can not ruin useful basis and introduce harmful confusion.”


The days of fault-finding have gone, positive work is necessary. World needed critics, but temporarily only. The work which will be necessary for many centuries is construction and progress, but not critics and destruction. It is enough of critics, searching for mistakes. Now, it is time for the new construction, for gathering and concentration of all forces. It is necessary to return to the Basics which everybody will agree with. “The loss of understanding of one’s destination has thrown people away from the knowledge of responsibility. Thus, now again we remind about the Principles of Being. It is necessary to bring the great conductor nearer and realise the principles of renewal of life.”


In preparation to the modern world evolution the Teaching of the Great Mahatmas of India is manifested. You can see the essence of that Teaching from the texts given below. They contain the essence of all beliefs and cognitions. At the basis of world outlook of the Mahatmas of Shambala there is a teaching of evolution or of three evolutions, to be more precise:

Evolution of Cosmic Matter

Evolution of Nature or the stages of Life

Evolution of Humanity.


We will try to tell as briefly as we can, how the esoteric philosophy understands human nature, his place in the universe, how it understands the Universe, laws and objectives of its manifestation.

7. THE LAWS OF EVOLUTION OF MATTER

INFINITY AND ETERNITY OF COSMOS


The Sacred Knowledge - Ancient Wisdom of the Mahatmas of Shambala says: The Universe is infinite in the immense cosmic space. The centre of space is everywhere and the circumference is nowhere. Wherever we are aspiring - in any direction - there will be the abyss. Having assumed that there is some limit to the space, then the question arises: what is it beyond that limit? If it is not the space then what is it? One can not imagine limited Cosmos. Cosmic space has no limits - Cosmos infinitely spreads to all directions.


The Sacred Knowledge of the Mahatmas says about the eternity of Cosmos: there is the Great Cosmic Law of Analogy in all the world - the way the things are on Earth the same is on Heavens; the internal is similar to the external; the big is the same as the small. What exactly do we observe? Everything that exists in our world has its beginning and end. Birth, life and death of all the living eternally repeats. Like a change of day and night, summer and winter, like birth, life and death of a man - the microcosm - is happening, in the same way the Universe or the Great Cosmos - the Macrocosm - is born to life and in eons of time it dissolves into non-being - it dies.


On the East that period of time when Cosmos exists, is called “the Century of Brahma” or “the Great Manvantara”. In order to express duration of that unimaginable period of being it is necessary fifteen figures in our normal calculation of years... And although Cosmos exists for so unimaginably long period of time that the time itself seems perpetual, although it is limited  - the Universe is not eternal.


How long does “the Great Eternity of Non-being” last? It is called “Mahapralaya” - the great world dissolution. Then the Universe again resurrects to the new Cosmic Life, to the new Century of Brahma. Thus, the change of the great periods of Life and Death of the Eternal Cosmos continues without beginning and end.


In the changing cycles of Being and Non-being our Universe is eternal! It is periodical in the unceasing appearance and disappearance of Worlds - and it is eternal in the whole. The number of Manvantaras is infinite - there has never been the first Cosmos and there will never be the last one. That Cosmos, which exists in our time, is one in a row of the innumerable manifested Cosmoses which have already existed and future ones.

***


The analogy goes further: just like a human being - from birth to death - every night experiences “little death”, sleeping from the evening till the morning - the same are the “Nights” of the Universe when all the living dies only and the whole world does not disappear. It stays in a sleeping state. And by the beginning of the “Day” everything comes to life again.


This period of cosmic manifestation of the Universe, when Cosmos is “awake”, when everything is living, is called “the Day of Brahma” or Small Manvantara. And at the time when Cosmos “is sleeping”, when everything in the Universe “is resting” is called “the Night of  Brahma” or Small Pralaya.


The Sacred Knowledge says that duration of the Day of Brahma is more than four milliards of years. The Night of Brahma takes the same period of time. 360 Days of Brahma and 360 Nights of Brahma compose one Year of Brahma and a hundred Years of Brahma make up a Century of Brahma. Such is the calculation of the Cosmic Calendar!

***


Alternation of the periods of activity and passivity in Cosmos is reflected in periodicity of all manifestations of Nature. One can distinguish Manvantaras and Pralayas in everything. From the smallest phenomena and up to the change of worlds one can see that majestic law. It acts in the beating of a heart and in the rhythm of breathing. Sleep and awakening, change of day and night as well as the Moon phases and change of winter and summer in Nature are also the subjects to that law.


Birth, life and death of all the living repeat eternally. Nature, as well as the whole Cosmos, manifests itself in infinite change and rhythm. Man and his planet Earth, Solar system and the Universe in the whole - everything in Cosmos has the periods of activity and rest, life and death.

THE UNITY - THE ONE ORIGIN (THE ABSOLUTE)
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When It is understood by a human mind,








It looses Its transparency.








Such is the Law.

“The Leaves of Moria’s Garden. The Call”


What establishes the duration of the Cycles of Periodicity of the Universe? What gives the impulse to the repeating births of Cosmos from Non-being? What evokes the beginning of every new Great Manvantara? The Sacred Knowledge says that at the time of the Great Pralaya, when all the existing dissolved into Non-being, nevertheless something Inviolable remains existing. This is the Great Cosmic Principle or the Law which will evoke the appearance of the Universe when Maha-Pralaya will have been over.


The Sacred Knowledge puts that main Principle of Being, that One Inviolable Reality, the One Origin, into the base of the world. That One Element is the Origin of Everything, the Causeless Cause of the Existing. It is the One Universal Law of every Existence. Everything originates from it. It is infinite and omnipresent. It is present everywhere, in all the Infinity, in every point of the Cosmic space.


On the East the highest concept is not pronounced because of the deepest feeling of reverence. In its greatest honouring of the sacredness of that Divine Principle the East hasn’t decided to identify it with any name except with the word “That”, precisely “Ineffable”. Knowing that the Cosmic Life in its unmanifested aspect stops to be accessible for a human mind, the sages of the East bent in silence before its Unmanifested Origin as before the inconceivable Mystery, not accepting any name for That, no definitions.


Nevertheless, some religious-philosophical systems of the East call “That” the Great Unknown, the Causeless Cause, the Absolute, Parabrahman. “Parabrahman” - is That which is behind Brahman, which stays on  the other side of the manifested Cosmos. It is pointed out that the One Origin is so much infinite that It outnumbers all measurements and exceeds the power of human comprehension and therefore, no reasoning about That is possible. That Eternal and Immutable Principle is considered Ineffable and Inconceivable. The grandeur and beauty of the Infinity does not fit in our limited notions and therefore they must stay within the limits of the Ineffable.


The Absolute is the Infinity and any reasoning will only limit It. By human expressions and comparison It can only be belittled. Every attempt to cognize and define the Inconceivable can only belittle and humiliate It. Therefore, the East forbade any discussions of the One, having concentrated all power of cognition only on the majestic manifestations of that Mystery of the Mysteries. Therefore, the Absolute, Inconceivable Cause of Cosmos is accepted as the Greatest Mystery forever inconceivable. We can only cognize different aspects and manifestations of the One Origin. Aspiration to cognition of the Inconceivable must be - it is the  pledge of the
 evolution, the highest goal and sense of life. But complete cognition of That is impossible and will always slip away from us.


That One Origin, existing in Eternity, is either active or passive in regular sequence of the cosmic rhythm of Being and Non-being. At the beginning of activity period of the Great Manvantara that Inviolable divine Principle spreads, and the cosmic forces start to evoke the Universe to manifestation of Life. When returning to the passive state the One Principle reduces and the Universe dissolves into Non-being.


“Breathing” of the Inconceivable is the principle of existence of all the Cosmos. One ancient book says that:


“Out-breathing of the Inconceivable Principle gives birth to Cosmos,

and In-breathing makes it disappear. That process continues forever”.

THE DUALITY - SPIRIT AND MATTER


The basis of the universe is the One Element, the Absolute, or Parabrahman, which in the state of the Great Pralaya is the Principle of One Being. With the beginning of the Great Manvantara, when cosmic creative activity begins, the One becomes dual: the poles of Spirit and Matter reveal themselves, and  Unity - the One Principle - transforms into Duality - the Spirit-matter.


Thus, all manifested Universe consists of two factors - the first pair of opposites - Spirit and Matter, the Masculine and Feminine Principles. Spirit and Matter can be called the Father of the World and the Mother of the World. Only junction of the Father of the World, or the One Spirit, with the Mother of the World, or the One Matter brings the fruit, it gives the Son - the One Universe.


The Symbol of the Cross tells about the Divine Creation, manifestation of the Absolute in the Universe, about the Dual Unity of Its Active and Passive Principles. The Vertical of the Cross is perceived as active, creative, Divine Principle. The Horizontal - as passive, plastic, reflecting Principle, as the environment where the Divine creative thought is realised.

***


 In “The Letters of the Mahatmas”, where the doctrine of the East is described and through that the world outlook of Agni Yoga, it is said that: “The matter is eternal, it has no beginning, for the matter is the Nature itself. And that which can not destroy itself and which is undestroyable, exists immutably, and, therefore, it can not have neither beginning nor end. The Matter or Nature acts with its usual energy, and no atom of it is ever in the state of the absolute rest, and therefore, the Matter always had to exist. Its material is the eternal change of forms, combinations and properties, but its principles or elements are absolutely inviolable”, (Ch29-30). 


We see how clearly it is formulated there the infinity, inexhaustibility, eternity and inviolability of existence of matter, its eternal motion. We see how together with the constant alteration of the forms, properties and states of matter there forwarded a principle of the absoluteness of its laws.


Agni Yoga proclaims the materiality of the world pointing out that “in action and thinking we  can not separate ourselves from matter” and that “we turn to the high layers or  the roughest kinds of the same matter”. “The Universe in its visibility and invisibility manifests to us only its innumerable aspects of the shining matter, from the highest to the lowest”. It is pointed out that “ at the base of all the existing there is the shining matter” and that “the man is a part of consciousness of the highest matter”.


Materiality of the world is connected not only with objects of the visible nature, but also with all invisible kinds of matter, with all its subtle profound manifestations. It is confirmed in the “Letters of the Mahatmas”: “We believe only in Matter as the visible Nature, and in Matter in its invisibility in frorm of invisible omnipresent, omnipotent Proteus, in its constant motion which is its life and which is manifested by Nature out of itself, for it is the great Everything, beyond of which nothing can exist”.

***


The Sacred Knowledge says that the spirit has no manifestations beyond the cover of the matter. The spirit is unthinkable without “coexistence” with the matter, without organic merging with the opposite basis in the original and inviolable unity and equality of two origins: spirit and matter in one element - the Spiritmatter. The example of a piece of ice (dense matter), melting into water (subtle matter), and, finally, water turns into steam (spirit) - that perfectly illustrates the correlation of spirit and matter.


Agni Yoga considers  “ the matter as a state of the spirit”, in other words, concentrating of the spirit, “the crystallised spirit”, and the spirit - as “a known state of the matter”, its completion. Where there is no matter, there is no life. Matter is a form and there is no form which wouldn’t serve as expression for life; spirit is life and there is no life which wouldn’t be limited by a form. There is no life, there is no manifestation of the Spirit without the Mother of the World - the Great Matter!


The spirit exists only in the matter, being its engine. The matter, in its turn, bears responsibility of a material carrier for the spirit and it’s unthinkable without it. Therefore, the inexhaustible source of creation will not be either matter or spirit separately, but their organic interaction.


Under the condition of recognition of one element of the Spiritmatter as the basis of all the existing, the question of a fundamental difference in the nature of the primary and the secondary in force of their unity and relationship, stops being unsolvable. Popular example with a magnet which combines two opposite poles in itself and at the same time it does not stop being one thing illustrates the concept of the Spiritmatter the best.


Such is the conception of synthesis of the “primary” and “secondary” elements in the world outlook of the East, the most ancient doctrine of which is described by the Teaching of Agni Yoga. Like the ability of a magnet to preserve always both opposite poles when it is divided, the Spiritmatter, in all its innumerable differentiated states and kinds, also preserves its basic and eternal property - the polarity. One can speak only about the different stages of manifestation of the Spiritmatter.

***


If there is nothing beyond the matter then without the spirit the so called mineral ingredients, what science names “the inorganic matter”, would never have been put in forms. Thus, one should recognise that in every mineral there is such a spirit. Agni Yoga sees the presence of spirit in all organic and inorganic nature. One needs to look for the phenomenon of spirit and matter in every assertion of life. There is no atom of Matter without connection with the Spiritual Impulse.


The matter comprises not only all directly observable objects and bodies of nature, but also all those which principally can be cognised in the future through perfection of the means of observation. A lot of other kinds of matter with unusual specific properties unknown to us can exist in the world. Studying of the laws of the densest matter of the earthly plan shows the Law of Infinity in the evolution of matter and special high states of matter which are more thinkable than sensed by physical organs of sensations.


And the scientists are faced with the problem of infinity of states of the matter. In assistance for their research and their support Agni Yoga gives valuable indications about fieriness, vitality of the purest matter.


“We speak about astral bodies, aura’s luminescence, radiations of every object, penetration of one layer of matter through another, sending of thought through the space, understanding of the word matter. A lot of invisible things, sensed only by devices, need to be understood. We - the materialists - have the right to demand respect and cognition of the matter. The matter is not manure but a substance shining with possibilities”.


Agni Yoga definitely speaks about return of the Matter. “It is necessary to accept into usage the formula of the inspired matter”. “The essence of materialism manifests special agility not escaping any phenomenon of life. It is necessary to base materialism on facts to the extent that all scientific achievements of the modernity could be included in the concept of the spiritualized materialism”.

THE TRIPLENESS (TRINITY)


The Divine Existence is One. One Existence is cognisable in its fullness only to Oneself; that eternal Darkness which gave birth to Light. But in its manifested state the One appears as Trinity.


The One manifests Itself as the Primary Being, Selfexisting God, the Root of everything. The word Will or Might is more suitable for expressing that primary Self-revealing, for until there is no Will for manifestation there can not be manifestation, and until the Will appears, there can not be an impulse for manifestation. The universe has its roots in the Divine Will.


Then follows the second aspect of the One - the Love. The Will is inspired by Love. When the aspects of Will and Love were manifested, the third aspect must follow them, so they could become real - the Wisdom, the divine Thinking in Action.


All three of them are  inseparable, indivisible, three aspects in the One. Those functions can be thought of separately for clearance but one can not separate them. Every one of them is necessary for another and every one of them is present in  another. Thus, in the first Aspect Will is prevailing as a distinctive feature, although Love and Wisdom are also characteristic of It; the same thing with the other Aspects? And though we are using the words the First, Second and Third, due to the fact that the manifestations occur in time and in the order of Self-discovery, but in Eternity they are gathered and self dependent.


The Trinity is a root of the basic tripleness in life and consciousness. This truth has Life importance in relation to a human being and his evolution. Tripleness represents by itself something which can be traced in the Nature and evolution. And if one understands that something, then the internal growth of a man and all steps of development of his life will be lightened by new understanding.


But there is a second Trinity. If we consider attentively the properties of the divine Matter then it is also triple. It exists in three unseparable aspects without which it would not be able to exist. Those aspects: Stability (Inertia or Resistance), Motion and Rhythm - three basic features of the manifested Matter. Only they can make the Spirit effective, therefore they are regarded as manifestation of the Power of Trinity. Stability or Inertia gives the basis, a strong point for a lever; then appears Motion. But it would be able to produce only chaos; and then appears Rhythm, which makes the Matter vibrate that enables it to make up forms.


The symbol of the Tripleness used everywhere is a Triangle inscribed in a Circle or without a Circle. The Universe is symbolised by two triangles interlacing with each other; the Trinity of Spirit - with an apex directed upwards, and the Trinity of Matter - with an apex directed downwards. And when the triangles are coloured, the first one is usually  white or yellow, or gold or of the colour of the flame and the second one is  unusually black or dark hue of other colours.

THE PLURALITY

(LOGOS AND THE COSMIC HIERARCHY)


When the period of the Cosmic Non-being finished, before the dawn of a new great Manvantara the First Cause of Cosmos, the Great Divine Creature called Logos is the first one who appears for Being from the Unknown and Uncognisable Absolute, the Causeless Cause of the existing.


That name taken from the ancient Greek philosophy, means the First Word born out of the Silence. The Universe is conceived by that First Sound, - it is the vibration or motion of the Cosmic Energy. Logos is also the primordial Light - Ur, for the Light is the motion of Matter. It is not the physical Light, but the Light of Intelligence. That Light is also the Divine Thought originating the longest process of creation of Cosmos. Thus, Logos is a personification of the Cosmic Intelligence.


Logos is a Creative Word, that is the word carrying the Idea in itself, and consequently, a certain Sense, Goal and Laws of Manifestation concluded there. In those Sence, Goal and Laws of Manifestation the Creator contributes his Creation, that is a “part of himself”. That Creative Word has put a background for manifestation of the Universe, therefore it can also be called the First Cause of Cosmos. And all our visible and invisible Universe appeared “through That”.

***


At the beginning of a new great Manvantara the Great Creatures are coming back from Non-being. Those Creatures have finished human evolution in the past Manvantara on some planet in some solar system. They are called the Planetary Spirits, the Creators of Worlds. They will become the closest collaborators of the Cosmic Intelligence. Thus, the manifested Logos starting a new great Manvantara, leads the whole Hierarchy of conscious Creative Forces, the Divine Hierarchy of the spiritual intelligent Creatures. In that Hierarchy every one executes one’s own role, the task in the construction of Cosmos, and governs it during all time of existence of the Universe.


Thus, between the highest point of our Universe, the Saint Trinity, and humanity there is a whole chain of the hierarchies of the invisible Creatures of different gradations; the highest of Them are the seven Divine Spirits, seven Fires or Flames. Every one of them stands at the head of wide swarms of the Intelligent Creatures which all share Their nature and act under Their guidance; those Creatures are also subdivided on different levels. Thus, there are seven great swarms of those invisible Creatures, and their minds are the Divine Intelligence in the Nature. 


There is the Great Heavenly Army, the Hierarchy of the Forces of Light, gods of different gradations who Create worlds and Rule over them. All those Creators of worlds were people in the past. But there does not exist any anthropomorphic God with human properties, the creator of earth and heaven, of all visible and invisible. The notion of the God in all its grandeur will be purified on the base of the Hierarchy. Only by that way the Highest Notion will not stay abstract and will merge with all the Being.


The Symbol of the Hierarchy is the stairs, the first steps of which are on Earth and the highest ones are concealed in the infinite space of Cosmos. The Universe is not built and does not live by itself. The life of Cosmos is planned and regulated by the Hierarchy, directing the Universe on the way of a planned evolution!

***


Before starting the work over construction of Cosmos, Logos creates a project of all the system of the Universe which will arise, from its beginning to the end. It creates the “prototype” of everything which will appear - the prototypes of all forms and forces, all emotions, thoughts and intuition. Logos defines how and thorough which stages they must be realised in the evolutionary scheme of Its system. Thus, before the appearance of the Universe all its wholeness is included in the Cosmic Intelligence. The Universe exists there as an idea - everything that will later manifest itself into the objective life during all the following process of the construction.


The project of all that will happen in the future Universe is not created arbitrarily, not upon the whim of Logos: all those prototypes are the fruits of the previous Cosmos. Creating the project of the Universe for the new Manvantara, Logos evokes those ideas from Non-being where they have dissolved at the beginning of Pralaya. All those prototypes evoked to the new Being will be the crops for the future Cosmos which will be better and more perfect in comparison to the previous Cosmos. This is the principle of the Evolution.


Amidst the numerous Hierarchy of the Creative Forces submitted to Logos there are wide swarms of Builders who will build all forms according to those prototypes - ideas in the treasury of Logos, in the Cosmic Intelligence. Those Builders create or, better, restore every “System” after the Great Period of Non-being. Logos is the “Creator” of the Universe in a sense that people talk about the Architect as a Creator of a building, though he has never touched any stone of it, but, having drawn the plan he left all hand work to masons.


Every material subject in our world has its creator. The way the things are on Earth the same is on Heaven. In Cosmos everything is governed by the natural laws. Every phenomenon has its cause. The Law of cause and effect is the leading cosmic law. Everything in the manifested Cosmos has its Creators, and all energies of Nature in all the Universe work and act under the guidance of intelligent Builders.


The swarms of the intelligent Creatures - from the Great Divine Architects down to the ordinary masons - are working over the construction of Cosmos. After Pralaya the Universe is built very slowly, for many milliards of years. Who can calculate how many eons took the formation of our little Earth only? Will that “Creation”, that construction stretch to hundreds of millions of years only for our planet?

THE STRUGGLE OF THE LIGHT FORCES AGAINST DARK ONES


Just as a human being is not the highest step in the chain of living creatures, so is the Earth - it is not the highest inhabited planet in the Solar system. There are planets of the higher step there - the superhuman ones. Thus, the Creatures who were people in the previous Manvantaras (Cycles) on the other worlds, continue their higher evolution on Venus. Therefore, one can say that “people” of Venus are all Mahatmas!


Being the Mahatmas, the inhabitants of Venus need no dense bodies as it is necessary for the earthly inhabitants for human evolution. The Mahatmas of Venus live on their planet in their subtle (astral) bodies for which the atmospheric conditions of the planet do not matter.


And approximately 18 million years ago, on the dawn of appearance of the physical man (the root Race of the Lemurians) seven Great Creatures - Seven Kumaras - came down on Earth from Venus. The legends call those Light Creature “the Sons of Fire” - thanks to their sparkling appearance, and also “the Sons of Intelligence”. Besides, They are called “the Great White Brothers”.


So, the first Mahatmas came from neighbouring Venus to our planet. They came in the bodies of subtle, “superphysical” matter. But when it is needed for Their work They can incarnate in the dense matter as well. In that case They can not be  distinguished from other people. For all that time the Brotherhood gradually replenished with the people of our planet who have completed the human evolution.


The Great White Brotherhood of the Mahatmas came on Earth having an objective to lead the evolution of the infantile humanity. The Great White Brothers settled for long on our planet as the Divine Teachers, Mentors and Leaders of the humanity. When on the dawn of our life it was necessary to give to some nation the first principles of community and statehood, the first basics of knowledge, then one of that Brotherhood incarnated amidst those people as a leader of a tribe or a ruler, as a priest or a prophet who has organised people and laid the base of civilisation.

***


One of those Hierarchs had a name of Lucifer, which means - the Lightgiver. At the beginning he has also participated in the development of human consciousness. He helped to the infantile humanity as other Co-Brothers. But when he had to take the dense earthly envelopes, his spirit couldn’t stay on the previous height - he has fallen. When Lucifer realised his unlimited power, when he mastered many cosmic mysteries and forces, when he saw the ignorance of the people surrounding him, - then the great power of a heart was necessary in order to refrain from many temptations and first of all - from the pride of a spirit.


And Lucifer did not possess all divine perfections. He could not overcome a human sense of pride in himself as well as jealousy to other light Hierarchs, with whom he has come. The lowest nature of his outweighed the divine one. He began a struggle against the Great Brothers. Thus, with time the revolt of Lucifer was accomplished. Thus, he deviated from the path of Light - the fall into darkness occurred.


What was the apostasy and betrayal of Lucifer? All diverse life of Cosmos with its harmonious order, and the evolution is carried out with help of the Cosmic Hierarchy. Many Hierarchs of different gradations of authority and power take active part in governing of the immense Cosmos. Lucifer, being a Brother of the Great White Brotherhood which leads the evolution of humanity of our planet and at the same time submitted to the Cosmic Hierarchy - the Hierarchy of the Sun, has broken the connection with the Cosmic Hierarchy and revolted against It and Its representatives on Earth - the Great White Brotherhood.


He violated the principle of the collective leadership of the Brotherhood as well as the great law of the Hierarchic Principle in Cosmos in order to eliminate any power over himself, to have no responsibility before the Cosmic Hierarchy, and not to share his power with anybody, but to become full and the only ruler of Earth.


Evolution of a planet is possible only under the cooperation with other planets, other far-off worlds and systems. Lucifer did not wish to cooperate with other worlds, with Cosmos. Thus, he impeded the evolution of all steps of life on our planet. Of course, all of it delayed the development of the earthly mankind.


According to the cosmic law, when the mankind of our planet finishes the evolution on Earth then it should leave the Earth and move to another planet, destined for the further evolution by the Cosmic Hierarchy. Lucifer wanted to stay within our planet only and also to detain the humanity on the same planet. He wanted that the mankind would not be able to leave the planet upon finishing its evolution, but would stay here to serve Lucifer and become his slaves who have stopped their evolution. Thus he has made the Earth a big jail and people are the prisoners.


The revolt of Lucifer and realisation of his plan for isolation of Earth evoked the resistance of the Great White Brotherhood - It counteracted to Lucifer and corrected the course of the planet’s ship.

***


For the long time of his apostasy and struggle against the Hierarchy Lucifer recruited many supporters - the so called “dark ones”. Those forces of darkness form a structured disciplined organisation called both “the Satanists” or “a black lodge”. Their centres are the biggest cities of the world, the main centre is in New York.


The indications of existence of the enemies of Light - the struggling forces of darkness - are contained in all religious teachings with no exclusion. But for Satan and his stooges, for the dark activity, it is more advantageous that people would think that there is neither Satan nor dark ones in the world. And finally, they have managed to achieve that completely: in our time of science technology all belief in existence of Satan and the dark forces is regarded as backwardness of the superstitious people. And due to that situation when the existence of Satan and the dark ones was disputed - they have acquired tremendous power over the modern humanity. When people do not believe in something or deny something then they stop bewaring of that and protect themselves, and they are easier to be caught in a snare of the dark stooges.


The main mass of the dark forces is in the psychic (astral) world. In order to possess minds and will of the earthly humanity the forces of darkness need cooperation of the representatives of the physical world. But, in order to stay unidentified, the dark forces of all gradations associate with people, as a rule, through “neutral” mediators. A representative of the dark forces chooses such mediators for himself who would evoke the least suspicion. Thus not less than three intercessors are participating in each contact of the dark power with a man. You do not see black ones, but the gray ones and almost white ones.


The main ally of the dark forces is people’s ignorance. The black lodge mainly acts through ignorant masses, and the best servants of theirs are recruited from the weak minds. If on the lower levels of consciousness a man can be caught in the nets of the dark ones through the lowest properties of his nature such as hard drinking, envy, cupidity, gluttony and so on, then on the higher levels of consciousness he is caught on vanity, self-conceit, pride, affirmation of one’s infallibility... The dark ones love big intellects very much, those which have developed at the expense of a heart, for it is possible to act especially sophisticatedly though them.

***









My children, you do not notice 









what a battle is going on around you.









The dark forces are fighting secretly 








and openly 









“The Call”


The Great White Brothers are carrying out all the time a persistent struggle against Satan and the forces of darkness. In the current time this struggle has reached the unprecedented tension and scales. In the first half of our century the last Great Battle decisive for the destiny of our planet occurred in the Psychic (Astral) World. The dates of that Battle are indicated in Egyptian and Indian calculations. In the Jewish Holy Writs that Battle is called Armageddon - in the memory of the fearful battle occurred by the city Har-Megiddo during which the Hananits have been totally destroyed.


During the days of the terrible Battle all the Hierarchy gathered in One Stronghold. All Light Forces - all the Brotherhood - are directed now to parry the persistent attacks and terrible shifts of  the black brotherhood. The greatest Forces of Light  are in the Battle for salvation of the humanity; even the Forces of the whole Solar system took part in that Fight!


The main Forces of the Hierarchy are going now onto the giant battle with the dark destructive forces both here and in the Psychic World, in order to hold back peoples’ collisions until the certain date and to suppress the underground fire which is threatening explosion to the planet. The main care is to defend the planet from an untimely explosion.


Frightening collisions of the Psychic World reflect here, on Earth, as the upsetting of life, complications, catastrophes and calamities. The borders between the Fighting ones are winding just as between goodness and evil. The phenomenon of Armageddon needs to be understood not only as a generally accepted war but also on the events of all the life. The fight is in a mail box, in a smile of the cunning lie, in detaining of Light. The Fight is more dramatic than people understand it. In the Cosmic Battle many great tasks will be solved which will make sharp turns in the history and affirm the new principles.


This is what the Mahatmas themselves say about the Armageddon taking place:


“In the Cosmic Battle let us affirm that basis on which Existence itself is upheld. 


In the Cosmic Battle We defend the Great Laws


In the Cosmic Battle let us manifest that by which life of the future is constructed.


In the Cosmic Battle is affirmed the principle of the New World.

   
The Great Epoch approaches. How, then, not to overcome evil?”


When the light ones group around the Light and the black ones - around the darkness, when the cosmic forces are tensed, there can not be a retreat. If the struggle is inexorable then the victory will be decisive. Let us remember that evil will be conquered by the common efforts.

***


That world battle absorbs all creatures, but not many of them understand the meaning of the things happening. It is necessary to understand the menace of the current moment. It is necessary to be imbued with seriousness and danger of the time, for the Battle between the worlds of Light and darkness is terrible. It is necessary to understand and realise how much this time is unusual. It is necessary to remember how the Forces of Light tirelessly defeat  darkness. It is always necessary to remember about the proceeding Battle.


When the fate of the planet is being determined, the forces are distributed along the poles of Light and darkness. Thus, the world has divided on white and black ones. Amidst the Battle humanity cannot choose a middle path, for only Light and darkness are the opposites, for only Light and darkness will be contending for the victory. Therefore it is necessary with all the impulse to search for the Light against darkness.


The current Battle requests the discerning of the paths of Light and darkness. It is necessary to realize the forces directing the actions of every phenomenon. Humanless cruelty, extreme intolerance, violence are the evident signs of the servants of darkness. Darkness blackens all the Light things, it sows enmity and disunity. It destroys all light undertakings and exposes them to mocking and profanation. Thus the dark ones can be discerned. If a man or an organization brings in disunity, sows dissension, evokes enmity, kindles hatred - these are the collaborators of the darkness.


One should have reasonable attitude to the existence of evil. Dark forces are inimical to all that is high and light in a human being. It is necessary to develop counteraction to evil, the enemy of progress. The duty of every person is to be always on guard to stop evil and as far as one can. Resistance to evil is a necessary condition for the evolution. If you want goodness then be ready to defeat evil - says one aphorism. The coming up dates will make everyone to participate in Armageddon. Everyone is to blame for Armageddon, therefore no one can deviate from it.

THE CREATION OF THE COSMIC MATTER

(PLANS OR WORLDS)


After MahaPralaya, on the dawn of a new great Manvantara the space has no substance which would somehow resemble visible and invisible matter which exists in the current times.  Only the Precosmic Substance exists at that time - the unmanifested virgin Pre-Matter - “Mulaprakriti”, which means the Root of Matter in the Eastern philosophy. Being an aspect of Parabrahman MulaPrakriti is eternal. Although it exists during Maha-Pralaya in its sacred form as well. MulaPrakriti is the great Mother of the World  comprising and generating everything in itself.


Precosmic Prakriti is the “dissolved” matter - the unimaginably rarefied subtle substance. All kinds of the Cosmic matter - from the subtlest to the roughest one - are created out of this “atomless” amorphous substance. The first great stage of activity of Logos and the Hierarchy of Builders directed by him, starts with creation of the materials.


It begins with creation of the primary atoms. The energy of Logos called Fohat, by a whirl-like motion of the unimaginable speed creates the “whirlwinds of life” in the Precosmic Substance. Being enveloped by the thinnest cover of the Precosmic Substance those whirlwind-atoms are filled with the energy of Logos.


Thus, the atom energy of Logos creates the primary atoms - the atoms of the first, subtlest state of the Cosmic matter. Then the energy of Logos builds atoms of the second state around some of the primary atoms, forming spiral whirlwinds out of the roughest combinations of the first state of the Cosmic matter. Atoms of all the following states of the Spirit-Matter are created  analogically to the atoms of the second state.


There are seven states of the Cosmic Spirit-Matter, seven degrees of its fineness similar to the states of water: steam, liquid and ice are the same substance of our physical world. Only the seventh state of the Cosmic Spirit-Matter - the lowest and the roughest one is visible to a physical eye: it is the matter of our physical world. Six higher states are invisible and unattainable for the sensation of the incarnated inhabitants of Earth.


Each of the seven states of the Cosmic Spirit Matter form their own special Cosmic Sphere - their own Plan or World. All Cosmic Plans are in the same space. They only differ in the fineness of vibrations. In every Plan only that kind of the Spirit-Matter can be perceived which has  certain types of atoms at the base of all combinations.


The Spirit-Matter  of the highest or the first Plan is formed by the primary atoms and their combinations. The second Plan is formed by the atoms of the second state of the Spirit-Matter. These two highest Cosmic Plans are said to be unattainable for our current understanding therefore we know nothing about them.


Considerably more is known about the lower Plans - these are the Plans or Spheres attainable for a modern man. This is the Fiery World or the Mental World (the World of Thought). And the lower world called the Subtle World or Astral World (the World of Feelings). We will talk about them later. The last one, the seventh Plan is called the Dense World - this is our physical world where we live now.


Thus the life of Logos manifests itself in matter and atoms as a kind of energy or vibration: everything is based on vibrations. All Cosmos consists of vibrations emanating from the Divine Life. Its vibrations are enveloped in the basic forms of matter. All multiformity of Cosmos develops out of those forms.

THE LAW OF THE EVOLUTION OF NATURE (LIFE)


When the first great Cosmic Wave is finished as well as the process of forming of the planets suitable for life on them - it takes infinite centuries - then Logos starts the second stage of activity: It begins the second great Cosmic Wave - the Evolution of Life.


Life is the manifestation of the divine energy of the Cosmic Intelligence. That force starts to build different Forms out of the previously created Cosmic matter - various combinations of all its kinds and Plans. The energy of Logos combines chemical elements for some time, creating the forms - minerals, living organisms. The energy of Logos is that forming energy inside of all forms which is studied by science, but the science still doesn’t know where this energy comes from. It acts in all Forms making them more perfect expressers of Life contained in them.


Every Form exists only for the time until Life keeps matter in that Form. Thus, the phenomenon of birth, growth, fading and death appears. An organism is born because Life must do a certain work in it. It grows as the work goes to its completion. The organism shows the signs of decline when the Cosmic Intelligence slowly extracts Life out of it, for that Life has grown to the extent which was possible in that Form. And when the level of attainable growth of the Form is reached and nothing more can be expressed thought it by the soul of that Form, by that divine particle which was given by Logos to the Form, then Logos extracts its energy and the Form goes to ruin.


We call it death. But together with the energy, Logos extracts the soul of the Form as well. What seems as death of an organism to us is nothing else but the extraction of Life out of it. For some time that Life will exist beyond the lowest kinds of matter in  combination with the superphysical and subtler forms of it. Logos builds a new Form for the extracted soul. The death of the previous one means a transition of soul to the fuller Life, to a more perfect form, so the soul could reveal still unmanifested forces which secretly live in it.


When Life leaves the organism and it dies, the experience obtained by Life with the mean of that organism stays. That experience in form of new skills is smelted into new creative abilities. Those abilities will reveal themselves later, during the following efforts of Life to create a new organism.


The Life which enlivened a plant and induced it to react on the influence of the environment, does not die when the plant dies. When a rose fades, nothing is lost of its matter: every particle of it continues to exist, for the matter can not be destroyed. The same thing happens to the Life creating a rose out of matter - that Life also does not die but temporarily steps back in order to manifest itself again later and to build a new rose. The experience obtained by Life in the first rose about the rays of the Sun, storms and struggle for existence, is used by Life to build another rose. The new rose will be better adapted for life and spreading of its species.


With the death of the Form  Life goes back to its superphysical environment preserving the results of the experience it has gone through in a form of new abilities of creation. The Forms which appear and die one after another represent a sort of gates through which Life appears or disappears from the scene. Neither a portion of the experience, nor a particle of matter is lost.


Moreover, that Life evolves and its evolution occurs by the means of Forms. Life is a subject to evolution - it becomes more complex in its manifestations. Until it keeps the combinations of elements in form of an organism it becomes more complex due to the experience which is obtained by it through that conductor.


As the evolution of form, evolution of body construction exists so does the evolution of Life-Consciousness, the evolution of its tireless growth on all steps of Cosmos, starting with a mineral up to Logos of the world system. For Life lies hidden in every Form. And that Life does not disappear but develops through the incarnation in many Forms.

***


Life, as far as living on the Physical plan, develops three consequent Kingdoms of Nature: the mineral Kingdom, vegetable and animal ones.


The mineral kingdom appears the first under the guidance of the Cosmic Intelligence. The work of Life, first of all, occurs through the mediation of physical forms. For our eye a mineral seems motionless and lifeless, but Logos works all the time in that apparently lifeless matter: the work of Life in minerals goes, although suppressed, reserved  and squeezed. Life in a mineral is a stage of the developing Energy which builds crystals of different geometrical forms. Matter crystallizes following the laws of rhythm and beauty - how perfectly those geometrical patterns are done! In the mineral kingdom the Cosmic Intelligence, thinking with “numbers”, builds the Forms of model order, rhythm and beauty. The world of crystals is a reflection of Its geometrical laws which are sensed by an artist and understood by a mathematician.


The next great kingdom of Life is the vegetable kingdom. At that stage the substances of earth become the covers for such a Life which can be seen by our eyes. If in the mineral kingdom there was achieved the stability of a form then in the vegetable kingdom plasticity is being worked out, which is added to the stability.


In order to create the next kingdom - the animal one - the vegetable kingdom needed a new impulse - the aspiration to the mobility of a form. The consciousness of a form of Life fixed to one place became thirst for the ability to move from one place to another. That ability is completely realized in the animal kingdom.


Just as every separate organism is a unit in a wide group so is the Life hidden in the organism of a plant or an animal, it is only a part of a common group Life, “the group soul”. That soul is an inexhaustible source of all life forces which become complex at the course of their evolution. All species, every breed, every family of a kingdom have their departments in a group soul. The unit of Life returning to the soul of its department after death, brings in all acquired experience. And all units of Life of those species use that experience for their future incarnations.


Successive appearance of the separate steps of Life need tremendous periods of time; but in every period the evolutionary work is done according to the outlined plan.. Every kind of Form and Life (Consciousness) appears in evolution only at the time specially fixed for that.


On all steps of Life the Cosmic Intelligence and Its collaborators work having the Plan of Evolution of Life, penetrating into all processes and details of realization of that Plan. There exists a sacred side of Nature which constitutes its living, conscious part, better to say, the Intelligence in Nature. The invisible Intelligent Forces govern the Nature.


Hundreds of Builders and Spirits are participating in the construction of forms - the spirits of fire, air, water and land. Myriads of great and small builders are eternally working  building cells, forming organs, making and colouring flowers, choosing those “factors”  from the available ones which are the most suitable for constructing of that special form . And the model of that form is given to them by “Deva” - a Hierarch leading that department. Nature  is a workshop which is so wide and full of miracles that imagination is impressed being blinded at sight of its diverse creation.


Wherever  we look at the activity of the builders of Nature everywhere we see a charmingly outlined geometrical pattern. Those patterns speak about the order, rhythm and beauty reflecting the Plan of the Great Cosmic Intelligence.  Order, rhythm and beauty are found in all the Nature: in geometry of crystals, splendor of flowers, grace of lines, bodies, movements of animals as well as in the complexity of rhythm which defies the analysis.


The structure of a human body is also pierced with the deep wisdom. That great wisdom pierces the life of a planet with all its inhabitants. The nature is full of life, harmony and unity. Everything is in mutual correlation. Everything flows from one to another and depends on life and development of each other. The Law of life and Unity - such is the Intention of Creation  laid in the Nature.


The Cosmic Intelligence has endowed all the existing with a part of its intelligence. Everything has Intelligence and  ability to think: minerals painfully reacting on some acids and unacceptable substances, and a grain which is growing only upwards, and a flower blooming only during the day time and a bird making a nest for its future nestlings. 


Although people know the chemical composition of a grain and they can create it artificially but no plant will grow out of that artificial grain, for the higher principle will be missing there. That higher principle is laid in a natural grain by the Cosmic Intelligence in form of a life impulse which makes the grain give life to a certain plant under the certain conditions and time.

***


The cosmic process of creation of the Matter, Nature and Humanity can be pictured by the following scheme:


The First evolutionary Wave - the creation of the Cosmic Matter - can be called the formation of building materials.


The Second evolutionary Wave - the creation of the steps of Nature (Life) - is similar to the construction of a house out of the previously created materials.


The Third evolutionary Wave - the creation of Humanity - can be compared to the growth of an inhabitant of the built house.


We can add that the evolution of Form (body) and Life (soul) is going on in Nature, and the evolution of Self-consciousness (Spirit) - in Humanity.

8. THE LAW OF THE EVOLUTION OF HUMANITY

THE MONAD - THE INDIVIDUALITY - THE PERSONALITY


When the construction of the animal group soul is over then the higher animals which show the ability of individualization start to stand out of the animal kingdom. Then the action of the Third Great Cosmic Wave begins: Logos sends the particles of itself - the Monads which will be the bases of the human individualities.


Human beings will not be enlivened by a group soul but they will have special individual lives. The experience which is being acquired by them from life to life will not automatically spread on all but it will be kept for oneself unless they willingly want to share it. The appearance of a new kingdom - the human one -  is caused by the same eternal dissatisfaction and eternal aspiration of the lowest consciousness to the higher achievements and better opportunities.


During all Manvantara every Monad is a base of a man - his highest essence, his “star”, his “guarding angel”. Being a part of the Absolute it is also inconceivable for our mind. The only thing known is that the Monad manifests the “Trinity” by itself, it consists of three “faces” staying in “heaven”  - on the three highest Cosmic Plans. The Monad is inviolable, unchangeable and eternal for the whole cycle of Being - for the Manvantara. At the end of the Cycle it returns to the Absolute - it merges with It.


The continuation of a human Monad on the next Cosmic Plans is the “Individuality” - a reflection of the Monadic Trinity. Each of the three faces or aspects of Individuality is also a reflection of one of the three Faces of the Divine Trinity.  The first aspect - Will - is called Atma on the East. It stays on the Atmic Plan - the World of Nirvana..


The second aspect - Love - is called Buddhi on the East. It can be called a “heart” of a human being - the ability to love, the ability of insight, penetration into the essence of things through instantaneous illumination - intuition or “sense-knowledge”. Buddhi stays on the Buddhi Plan - the World of Intuition.


The Third aspect - Wisdom - is called Manas (the Thinker). This is the human (higher) consciousness, his self-consciousness, his higher intelligence, intelligence of abstract mentality, the “intelligence of ideas”. All memories of the past stay “sealed up” their. This an imperishable treasury of all acquired results of life experiences worth to be saved. All once acquired qualities, mental and moral, are stored in that  treasury - otherwise they would not be able to grow. Manas stays in the highest part of the Mental Plan, in the Fiery World.


If we can call the Monad an “Angel” of a human being then the totality of those three aspects (Will, Love, Wisdom) - the Individuality - is a real man (the most real one),  his highest Self.


The Individuality stays on the highest Cosmic Plans. In order to manifest itself on the lower Plans - Mental, Subtle (Astral), Dense (Physical) ones - the Individuality needs bodies for incarnation. Those bodies should be built up of the matter of those Plans (Worlds). The Totality of all those bodies (“conductors”) is called “the personality”. It is created for every incarnation and it is mortal. Thus, the incarnated man consists of two parts - the immortal Individuality and the mortal personality. How does the Individuality create the bodies of personality?


When the time comes to incarnate, a man (the Individuality)  comes down from the Fiery World to the lowest part of that Plan - the Mental World. Here it radiates some part of its energy in form of vibrations which attract the matter of that World to the incarnating man. Out of that matter he builds a mental body (with help of the “Builders”), the “body of thought” - a conductor or carrier of mentality: the concrete mind, the intellect which creates concrete thoughts. By means of that body the man will think in the future incarnation.


Then, being in the mental body, the man comes down to the Subtle World (Astral). His energies continuing to aspire outwards, collect the matter of the Subtle World around him. In the same way the man builds a “subtle (astral) body” out of that matter - a carrier or conductor of feelings, desires and passions. By means of that body the man will feel, wish.


Then the man builds “ether body” in the same way, out of Ether matter that is light energy, electromagnetic, thermal and life energy. It will be a model for his future physical body which develops in accordance with it and finally will grow as an exact copy of it.


When all those bodies, besides the physical one, are created then the time comes for the physical birth of a human being - the creation of a dense (physical) body, the body of actions which will be a conductor for life in the physical world. The physical body is given to a man by his parents. Though they can give him only physical  heredity - the peculiarities of the race and nation where his is born. This is the only heredity received from the parents. The rest what is brought to life is his own. The mental and moral qualities can not be inherited from the parents.


In religions the Individuality is simply called the “Spirit”, mental and astral bodies - the “soul” and ether and physical bodies - the “body” or “flesh”. Such simplified subdivision evoked a custom in life to swap for  the red eggs with each other in a memorable day. This ancient symbol reminds what a human being is: the shell as a transient phenomena - the analogy of a dense body. The white is food although not for long: it is a mortal body; and the fiery yolk  is the untransient Spirit, the Individuality The same symbol is a cherry or a plum: first of all, the peel which has no value, then pulp transient but feeding, and finally the stone which can stay forever. The peel is thin, the pulp is more considerable and the stone is powerful.


The Individuality can also be compared to the source of light wrapped with several layers of paper - the bodies of the personality. The stronger the lamp is the more light it radiates through the paper. And the more the Individuality is developed the lighter are the radiations which break through all its bodies  - those radiations are called  aura. Its grandeur, light and colour depend on the spiritual development of a human being: the higher the development is the bigger and the richer is aura.


The invisible radiations of aura are seen by some people who are called  the clairvoyants, the sensitives. The aura of an underdeveloped man seems gray, colourless to their eyes or  it seems like consisting of rough thick dark colours by which rough passions and emotions are expressed. The aura of a spiritually developed man is pure and clear. It shines with all colours of rainbow and hues of light.


Every thought of a human being, every wish of his are reflected on his aura with the play of colours and light hues. All our achievements and falls are engraved on aura which is  an unerring index of our internal essence, our spiritual success or fall, and therefore it is our the most exact passport. Those who can see our aura they see our soul, read our thoughts and feelings just as in an opened book.


The diagram is picturing the composition of a human being and correspondent material plans. The “Self” of a human being stays on the highest three spheres as a certain human monad consisting of three principles which are  regarded as a whole. That “Self” is a real subject in a human being, the witness of all changes he is going through. The Plans of the Universe and elements of a human being should not be regarded as one above another but mutually penetrating each other. All those principles penetrate one into another which means that a human being simultaneously lives in all different Spheres or Plans of the Universe which correspond to his different principles (elements).


Some philosophers gave a name of “microcosm” to a human being, or the little Universe. That name completely reflects the truth. A man contains in himself physical matter of the mineral kingdom, vital power of the vegetable kingdom, the ability to feel and desire of the animal kingdom, simple intellect of a mortal man and the higher intelligence of an immortal one. Besides, the trinity of Spirit (Manas, Buddhi and Atma) corresponds to the sphere of Angels and Hierarchs. The Monad corresponds to the Principle of Perfection - the God. That is why the study of a human being opens the way to the study of Cosmos. When we learn the nature of a human being in his different aspects and phases of existence we  will also learn the Spheres of the Universe to which correspond all kinds of the human nature.

THE LIFE OF A HUMAN BEING FROM THE DEATH OF THE BODY TILL THE NEW BIRTH


One proverb came to us from the ancient times: “ sleep is similar to death”. Falling asleep man dies a “small death” and he “resurrects” with awakening. For the time of sleep man temporarily leaves his body for several hours but then he returns. And dying man leaves the body completely and forever, just like a worn out dress.  Throwing that off the man becomes deprived of the possibility to live in this world which also stops existing for him.
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At the moment of departure from this world the man is viewing all his life. In those seconds the panorama of the whole life is unfolding before him. One picture after another are coming forward from all forgotten corners and nooks, one event after another. In the last moments at the mortal hour of a human being the prevailing sense of his life is being revealed, the leading idea is clarified. Those who gather around the leaving one must behave themselves quietly and reverentially. Solemn silence should not be disturbed in order not to distract him from watching of the panorama of his expired life flying before him, in order not to disturb the calm flow of his thought. Loud crying, noisy complaints and laminations can disturb the dying one and  his concentrated attention which is very painful for him.


For a pure and aspired man who leaves without any hatred and malice in the heart, the moment of death is the moment of the greatest bliss, it is the highest joy and delight, for the released soul is flying into the radiance of Light. On the other hand, the spirit heave of malice can not rise - for a selfish man the rupture between the bodies  is painful and his departure is filled with sorrow.


At the first moment of death the man leaves his dense body staying in the ether one and taking all the energies of our world with himself. Having the ether body as an external envelope the man becomes invisible for the people of the Dense World. But under a strong wish he can take the appearance of a “goast” and to show himself to the close people as a cloudy figure. There are many cases known when at the moment of death the man appeared before his folks in the ether body for some moments.


Approximately in 36 hours after death the man is leaving his ether body which is soaring for some time above his grave. During the first days after the funeral the thrown off ether body can be seen sometimes on the cemetery as a “goast”. Within some weeks it disperses in the air. That unpleasant feeling which is experienced by many on a cemetery is caused by the presence of decomposing ether corpses. But if a body is not buried but cremated then the ether cover decomposes very quickly, for in that case it looses its material center of attraction. Therefore, the cremation of corpses is better than burying of them.


Being released from the physical bodies, dense and the ether ones, the man enters the Subtle World (Astral) which becomes visible and real for him now. This is a cosmic sphere which is close to the physical dense world in terms of atoms’ construction and vibrations. The matter of the Subtle World is much subtler then the matter of the physical world. Therefore these both worlds coexist in one and the same space mutually penetrating in each other. Between the atoms of the physical world there is a lot of empty space, and the matter of the Subtle World is there.


In this world the “external” body of a human being is the astral body or subtle. Having that body with its organs of perception the man can participate in the life of that world and its inhabitants right away. He can express his feelings and desires. On Earth he could conceal them but here they become visible just as the physical body was visible in the Dense World.


In the Subtle World the consciousness of a human being stays the same as it was in the Dense World. Here he continues the same life of feelings, desires, emotions that he had on Earth. The man may be even unaware that he has passed to another world. He continues his life, conscious, half-conscious or unconscious, depending on the development of his consciousness.


The Subtle World contains seven subplans or spheres in accordance with the different steps of development of consciousness of its inhabitants. Those spheres differ form each other in their subtleness: the lowest subplans are rough and dark. The higher the sphere is the subtler and lighter it becomes. Having dyed the man gets in the sphere to which his level of consciousness, achieved in the Dense World, corresponds.


The last aspiration at the threshold of the Subtle World can predestine the sphere where the man will stay in the Subtle World. Clear and conscious thought together with the strong feeling determine all his stay and state in that World. Therefore, it is necessary to prepare oneself consciously for the expected leaving. Despair and confusion prevent from learning of the new conditions. But when the consciousness is clear it carries to the highest spheres. It is necessary to keep clearly before oneself the decision to go to Light. One should take care of the last minutes of stay on Earth which should be joyful and dedicated to the most Beautiful. The stronger the predeath aspiration of the man was the higher he can rise in the Subtle World. Thus, one can consciously avoid the lowest layers of the Subtle World.


In the lowest layers of astral the state of the criminal and vicious people is very painful as well as of those who have given themselves up to different disabstentions and excesses. The essence of those torments is indescribable. Furious and malicious ones and those who have lived only by the sensual pleasures - all of them suffer very much because of impossibility to satisfy their malice and passions of flesh. They have no instrument for that  - the physical body.  They literally burn in the flame of their insatiable passions: the lowest layers are also exposed to physical feeling of burning. The terrors of cellars of the Subtle World are indescribable.


Suiciders usually stay in the layers closest to Earth for their magnetic attraction to it has not been got rid of. And because they have never thought of the supermundane worlds they can not understand what has happened to them. Depression and sufferings of the suiciders continue until the date of their natural death. Suicide is an extreme degree of ignorance and the greatest crime.


The duration of stay in the Subtle World is different. It can be limited with several weeks or continue for many centuries due to the reasons depending on a human being. For every person comes the time to leave this world.


The time to “dye” here comes - it means to throw off the worn out subtle body and to pass to the next higher world. The worn out subtle body which has become an “astral corpse” decomposes in some time - the cleaner it is the sooner it decomposes.


When the subtle body is thrown off, the man is immersed into the unconsciousness for a short time, then he awakes in a new world feeling peace, joy and bliss which exceeds any our idea of it. That new world is a part of the Mental World - “The World of Thought”; it is a world of intelligence. Mental body becomes here the “external” body of a man. It has the organs of perception depending on the consciousness.


The matter of the World of Thought is much subtler then the matter of the Subtle World. In this world everything that the man thinks, is immediately reproduced in Forms. For the forms of our thoughts consist of the matter of this world. This matter is an environment where our thinking manifests itself. This matter immediately forms the definite contours when a thought effects it.


In the Mental World there does not exist any alienation of the close people. On those heavens we constantly stay with all those whom we have loved and honoured  during our earthly life. And it does not matter if they are still alive or not. We see them happy and blissful in their earthly form near us with the complete realisation of our earthly relationships.


Everything which was valuable in all mental and moral experiences of the man during his last earthly life, is a subject for internal processing and formation of the certain mental and moral qualities - the forces which the man will bring with himself to the next incarnation. The harvest suitable for  nourishment and realisation in this World of Thought consists of pure thoughts and emotions, mental and moral aspirations and efforts, these are the recollections of disinterested work for the benefit of neighbours.


The duration of stay of a man in the Mental World totally depends on the quantity of those spiritual stocks which the man has brought with himself from his earthly life. When all those materials are exhausted and processed into the qualities and abilities the man throws off the last envelope of the temporal ones - the body of thought. Thus, the man reaches his motherland - the Fiery World.


Yes, the Fiery World is the true motherland of a human being where one is “home”. It is here where the man returns after a journey to the “valley of tears”, where he went for the obtaining of experience, to study, just like in school. Here the immortal Man who is not burdened by anything and strained by any envelope of the lower world, experiences true life of a human being - the worthy existence of the Spirit itself.


The Mental and the Fiery Worlds in their essence are one big world of thought. The Mental world is the world of concrete thought, and the Fiery World is the world of the abstract, “fiery” thought. The Mental World can be considered as the lower sphere of the Fiery World. In the higher sphere all the superpersonal thinking is realised - all those thoughts which are related to the higher philosophical sphere. The highest sphere of the Fiery World consists of three subdivisions and the man stays in one or another in accordance with his development.


On the first, the lowest level stays the majority of 60 milliards of souls constituting the mass of our humanity. In the next higher sphere of the Fiery World stays comparatively small number of souls of high evolution, who manifested in-born cultivation and natural sophistication  during their life on earth. These are the souls, which during their stay on Earth, dedicated all their energy to the highest mental and moral life. In the third, the highest sphere of the Fiery World the Masters of Wisdom stay - the Mahatmas - and Their closest disciples.


In the three worlds the man experiences several “deaths” throwing off all his temporal envelopes one after another in certain periods of time . He throws off all his “bodies”: the dense and ether bodies, the body of feelings and finally the body of thought. And after four deaths the man stays himself - without any envelops and immortal. He does not need to dye any more...


The process of leaving of the physical incarnation, called death by people, does not make any difference for the Individuality. Having thrown off all the bodies the eternal Man stays himself at his real home; indeed, he has never left his abode. For the Individuality the earthly life or physical incarnation is only a temporal aspiration of a part of the consciousness and will to the lowest worlds through the conductors of the lower matter. And the process of leaving of the earthly incarnation - death - is only a return of the consciousness to the higher worlds - the return home. Thus, the earthly birth is rather death, being an exile to Earth, to the “valley of sufferings and tears”. And the apparent death is birth to a wider life, the pass from a prison to the freedom of the mountain air. Therefore, it is right to consider death as the greatest of earthly illusions: there is no death, there is only a change of life conditions!


The heavenly life of the spirit can continue for thousands of years depending on the degree of its development and strength. But just as earthly life, the heavenly life has its beginning and end. And when the life of the spirit in the Fiery World ends the man starts to feel attraction to the new incarnation. What makes the Individuality return on earth? The cosmic law: as hunger pushes a hungry one to food in the same way the law of incarnation aspires the spirit to incarnate again in order to rise to a new step through the test. It is on Earth only where the energies renovate and the new ones are accumulated. And the spirit goes to the struggle and sufferings again.


The process of incarnation of the Individuality into a personality was described earlier. Here we can add that a highly developed human being, who lives by the higher consciousness, chooses himself a family where he has to be born. For the underdeveloped people that question is solved by the Lords of Karma who define and organise the best earthly conditions (suitable parent, epoch, country, environment etc.) correspondent to the realisation of the goals set for the current incarnation. And when everything is foreseen the human being is born (better, dye) on Earth.


The cessation of birth (abortion) brings difficulties into the destiny of that creature for whom the time of earthly incarnation has come. The man has already enveloped into the mental, astral and ether bodies and the only thing left is to obtain a physical body. The parents have already been chosen and conception occured - and suddenly, due to some  considerations incomprehensible to the incarnating one, he is driven away from the physical world back to the astral one. Through that the indescribable sufferings are caused to that man. And those “unclever” parents have to pay for those sufferings. This crime is grave. The Teaching says that “to cease the birth of children is worse than a murder”.


It is also necessary to warn about the danger of so called spiritism. During the spiritualistic meetings there can be called out only the empty envelopes and astral corpses, thrown off by those who have left the Subtle World for the Fiery one, with a particle of consciousness of those people. Sometimes those envelopes sometimes appear during the meetings and erroneously perceived for the dead people. In reality a dead man, his true Individuality, is in the Fiery World and summons of the living ones can not reach him.


The only dead ones who can appear during those meetings are those who have left the earthly life before the destined time of their natural death: the people who died in accidents, executed criminals and suiciders. Until the time of their natural death those souls stay in the sphere attainable for the spiritists to contact with. But those creatures pay expensive price for appearance during the meetings. The association with earthly inhabitants is accompanied by rather grave consequences - up to destruction. Is it possible to assume that such violation of the cosmic laws can pass tracelessly for the living participants of those meetings - the spiritists, since they have been the cause of the destruction of any creature?

THE LAW OF REINCARNATION


It was told before how a human being returns to earth for the next physical life again after death in the Dense World and stay in the Subtle, Mental and Fiery Worlds. Thus, the lives of every man repeat on Earth many times. Throughout the numerous consequent lives in the Physical World the man obtains more complete life experience. During the intervals between two incarnations that experience is processed into abilities and character. With those abilities and character he comes into a new life which starts from the step completed in the previous life. Thus, the consciousness of a man gradually develops. Every life is a certain lesson, certain task. If a man is successful in resolving of the objectives set then he will advance in the evolution of his consciousness sooner or vice versa.


Thus is explained the existing inequality of abilities. Only the Law of Reincarnation can explain why some people are born gifted, clever, inclined to all good and the others are giftless dunces to whom all the bad easily catches on.  Why is one person  talented and smart and another one is incapable and silly? Why is one person kind, generous and magnanimous, and another one is evil, greedy and cruel? The only reasonable explanation of such an inequality is personal development of the spirit achieved by every person in the previous lives. When one of two individuals is capable and perceives everything very easily and for another one it is very hard, and he does not have any talents, it means that the first one is an old, multiexperienced spirit who has gone through many lives and acquired various experience. While the second one is a young spirit who has just entered the path of obtaining of life experience in the Cosmic School, and he needs to learn a lot in order to become even with the first one.


In a family of many children the heredity, environment, upbringing, influence, life conditions are common for all children, but very opposite personalities grow up out of these children of such a family! And often within one family we can observe young people of so opposite types that it does not excuse any references on heredity and influence of the environment, because both of those factors would be the same for all children of the given family. Heredity, upbringing and influence can not explain that. Upbringing will lay its imprint on every child but the main character of every one of them will stay original and distinctive. No one has ever managed to bring up two people completely the same in character, for it is not within the control of the parents. Two different lines of causality  meet in physical similarity and mental and moral differences.


The feeling of sympathy and antipathy, love and hate formed in one life pass to the following ones and reveal themselves as attraction or repulsion. That is why when meeting some person we immediately, from the first words, feel him close and with another one we can not arrange normal relationship. With the first individual the relationship has already been hearty or kindred while  with the second one we have just met for the first time or the relationship was hostile.

***


Only one thing reincarnates and perfects itself: the individuality. The personality does not reincarnate. It is renewed in every new incarnation. Only the personality has certain sex and also nationality. During the next incarnation the Individuality can be in quite different environment, different country and nationality as well as the sex of a human being may also change. Going through the long row of changing personalities, masculine and feminine ones, the individual develops in oneself two clearly distinctive kinds of virtue due to the variety of the acquired experience. More courageous and energetic virtues (bravery, courage, independence) are developed during the masculine incarnations. More sophisticated, softer and at the same time, deeper and more powerful virtues are the result of feminine incarnations. Perfect human being gradually acquires all good qualities of man and woman: the person is distinguished with masculine strength and feminine delicacy. The one who has developed only one side is far from the goal yet.


A man goes through all epochs and Races, through all Cultures and social positions in order to develop by his own efforts and creation all those divine qualities, which are laid in him as possibilities, to their fullness. Such changes of lives continue till the time when all qualities of human Individuality will achieve the degree of perfection necessary for completion of the human evolution. Then the human being will not need to reincarnate any more, for in that case he will become more than a human being - he will become a Mahatma, a collaborator of the Hierarchy of Light.


The duration of a period between two incarnations completely depends on how the earthly life was used by a human being. A man who has not manifested any moral or mental activity may reincarnate immediately after his death. The average duration of that period is 1000-1500 years for a moderately developed man. But this time changes to both sides: highly spiritually developed people can return to Earth in 2000-3000 years while the underdeveloped ones - in several centuries. A child may reincarnate almost immediately after the death.

***


The recollections of the last lives stay in a human being in a concealed, synthetic form which is known as a voice of conscience. And our character as well - it is a living conclusion of our previous incarnations. The complete knowledge of them is preserved in the immortal part of a human being - in the Individuality which can not transmit that knowledge to the brain because the brain does not perceive its high vibrations.


Actually, not everything is erased from a human memory when the man appears for a new life on Earth. Many children in their first years remember previous lives, and sometimes they are trying to tell about them. The adults may also have some memories from the previous lives. There are many facts registered under the scientific control in the societies of the studies of psychic phenomena.


Only seldom the curtain of the past slightly rises during the earthly existence. But there are occasional uplifts of consciousness to the high vibrations of the spirit, during which the flashes of the sacred knowledge come - during ecstasy or inspiration: poets, writers and artists have that. Untimely knowledge of the incarnations is harmful for the evolution of a human being. That knowledge may stop further ascent of a spirit, for it can throw him into the abyss of despair - in case of discovery of some crimes in the past, or it can strengthen its self-conceit - one of the most impeding qualities. Thus, for a small consciousness the look backwards on its former incarnations can be destructive. Therefore that knowledge is wisely concealed by the cosmic law of expediency.


Therefore the knowledge of one’s former incarnations comes to a human being on the highest steps of the spiritual development. It will happen when our self-consciousness will merge with our Individuality, when we will start to live consciously in there - then all our incarnations will stand before us and we will master all former memories.

THE LAW OF THE COSMIC JUSTICE 

(THE LAW OF KARMA)


The Great Cosmic Justice is realised by the Law of Karma - this is how the Cosmic Law of Cause and Effect is called on the East. That Law says: “What a man will sow that he will harvest”. According to that law, the man who suffers in life as well as the enjoying one equally reap the fruits of what they have sowed in the past. Happy life is deserved by the previous just life. And unworthy life prepares sufferings for the future. This inviolable Law corresponds to the physical law of echo: what you will shout that will respond you back. - this  is what the folk wisdom says. The Cosmic Justice rewards everyone according to one’s deeds - this is an adverse effect: good for the good and evil for the evil (“an eye for an eye”!). 


Thus, the man creates his own destiny himself - he is making up his path of life himself. He himself is a creator of causes and effects, he is a sower and a reaper. The effects of deeds and words, desires and thoughts inevitably return to a man in form of a calamity or happiness. The destiny of a human being is made up by one’s deeds. And people say: “One can not escape from the destiny”...  The man is responsible not only for his deeds and words but mainly for his inducements and thoughts. The thought is the most powerful factor in creation of Karma. These are the inducements  and thoughts which create Karma, and the deeds are the secondary factors. A motive is much more important than a deed.


Karma is created not only by a separate man but by the collectives as well. Creating one’s Karma a human being as a member of different groups ties oneself with other people: family, nation and other. As a member of such a group the man participates in Karma of every collective. Therefore besides one’s own individual Karma a person may have family, party, national  Karma as well as Karma common to all mankind. All those who participated in formation of a group Karma must meet with their rivals to whom they have harmed as well as with each other in order to disentangle the knots of common Karma which have been tied some time ago. The collective Karma throws peoples into the collective calamities such as war. In those calamities everyone is suffering at the extent of one’s own fault in creation of the conditions which have evoked that calamity.

***


Some part of Karma being created, is extinguished in the same life. The rest of it is postponed to the future existences - until the time when the conditions will be created for its extinguishing. For there are incompatible kinds of Karma which can not be eliminated in one and the same life. The man comes from the past being karmicly connected with certain people, society and nation and therefore he must be born in such conditions where he can eliminate the Karma common with those people.


Therefore, the careful arrangement of conditions of a new life is made for every soul during its new incarnation. It is done by the Lords of Karma - the invisible Creatures, the Executors of the Law of Karma in the World. With omniscient wisdom They choose and join parts of Karma which can be combined in one and the same incarnation in order to form a general plan of a beginning life of that soul. They adjust the forces of a man which come from his past so that his Karma would correspond to his motion forward in the evolution.


The Law of Karma is inviolable by itself, therefore, the man should not take his revenge for the injustice done to him. Although Karma is the Law of Retribution but the man has no right to take upon himself self-willed execution of that retribution - this is a subject to the Inviolable Highest Judgement of Karma. May be the blow received is a deserved adverse effect? Returning back that blow with a revenge in one’s heart the man does not exhaust his

Karma but continues and even aggravate it in a worse way. We must forgive our personal enemies otherwise we will not exit the vicious circle of Karma.


Some people sometimes justify their cruelty with the Law of Karma: “The suffering man deserved his sufferings himself - why should I help him?” We can answer: if that person had a chance to receive help from you, it means that he deserves it and you are responsible for the consciously forgone chance to make something good! We should always help to the neighbour as much as we can, not forgetting that we really help someone only  when we help the evolution of his true essence.


The successful extinguishing of Karma depends on how we accept our own outcomes sent by it. If a man is indignant and rebels against the payment of his debts, against the consequences of his own deeds, if he becomes embittered and due to that harms the others then he will delay the elimination of his Karma, and the newly created Karma will be bad. If the sufferings teach him patience and uncomplaining, if sadness and hardships induce him to correct his mistakes and he will reasonably pay his karmic debts - in that case his new Karma will be good. Accepting everything which is sent to us joyfully, even the sufferings, which come from our own past, as well as renouncing joyfully everything which is taken away from us and turning all of it into a voluntary sacrifice we can speed up the elimination of our Karma.


One should not think that “fate” destined for an individual can not be changed. The man can change his Karma, he can ease it. The man can outstrip his Karma only through the unrestrained aspiration forward to the moral self-perfection, through improvement of his thoughts and inducements and self-denying service. In that case Karma will not overtake him. Only the one who stopped in one’s development receives all the downpour of Karma. When the man aspiring to the self-perfection develops his spiritual forces directing them for the benefit of the evolution and well-being of the mankind - he is extinguishing not only his own Karma but also releases all the mankind from the consequences of bad Karma.


We are not the slaves but creators of our Karma - we can control our thoughts - we can replace low thoughts with the high ones. We can build easy and light Karma having understood the unpracticity and harm of all evil and vindictive and also having refused from all of that. The Law of Karma imposes that to make evil is not beneficial and good - beneficial. The main principles of the Law can be reduced to a short formula: treat people the way you would like to be treated yourself. The Law of Cause and Effect teaches that the true and highest happiness, the highest joy is in renunciation  from personal selfish interests and self-denying service to the Common Well-being, to the mankind. Only on that way light good Karma is created. The release of oneself from the infinite chain of Karma which an individual has forged oneself in the past by one’s own thoughts, desires and deeds, is a goal of all life. Bellow we will tell about the way how it is possible to achieve that goal consciously directing our activity.

THE HISTORY OF THE ROOT RACES OF THE MANKIND


The evolution of humanity on our planet is divided on seven Races which are called the Root Races on the East. They appear successively - every Race on its own continent. Every Race contains seven subraces. The first two Races and the first half of the Third Race had no physical bodies - their bodies were made of ether matter. Those people were sexless creatures, who had no intelligence and never died, for they were fleshless.


Those Races had nought to do with climate, nor were they subservient to any temperature or change therein. The two and a half Races may have lived 300.000.000 years ago. Eighteen million years ago, in the middle of the Third Race, the separation of sexes occurred - people started to beget their progeny. The mankind obtained dense physical bodies and cognised death.


Also in the middle of the evolution of the Third Race the Light Creature came down on Earth from Venus - “the Sons of Fire”. They have settled on our planet as the Divine Teachers of the young humanity of the Third Race. Those Creatures incarnated in the divine dynasties of Rulers and Teachers who are described in the most ancient myths and legends. Some of the “Sons of Intelligence” acted as the conductors for the third wave of the Divine Life of the Cosmic Intelligence bringing the Spark of the Monadic Life into an animal man. The human consciousness is formed out of that Spark - person’s Intelligence or Manas. Thus, the Individuality was created.


During the existence of the Third Race - that is 18 million years ago - the most part of the today’s dry land was under the water. A giant  continent stretched along the equator. It covered the most part of the Pacific and Indian oceans, from Madagascar to the Easter Islands. That continent of the Third Root Race is now called Lemuria.


The earliest humanity of that continent was the race of giants. The first physical Lemurians were 18 meters high.  Men went on steadily decreasing in stature with every next subrace and finally, some millions of years after, they reached six metres. Statues discovered on Easter Island - a portion of the Lemurian continent - and mounted by the Lemurians in scales of their own stature  witness their height. Most  of the gigantic statues - are all between 6 and 9 metres high. The Lemurians were of super-human tremendous physical power, which enabled them to defend themselves, and hold at bay the gigantic monsters of the antediluvian geological periods.


People of the Third Race on the dawn of their consciousness had light Gods by their side. Those Gods came from Venus. It was the “Golden Age” in those days of old, the age when the “gods Walked the earth, and mixed freely with the mortals”. They gave the first impulse to civilisations, and directed the mind with which they had endued men to the invention and perfection of all the arts and sciences.


Fire by friction was the first mystery of nature, the first and chief property of matter that was revealed to man. Fruits and grain, unknown to Earth to that day, were brought by the “Lords of Wisdom”, for example wheat. The civilised people of the Third Race  under the guidance of their divine Rulers, built large cities, cultivated arts and sciences. The oldest remains of Cyclopean buildings were all the handiwork of the Lemurians of the last sub-races.


After the time when the Third Race reached the culmination of its prosperity, it began to move towards its decline. That process also reflected on the main continent of the Race - it began to submerge breaking into smaller  islands which were gradually disappearing one after the other. The continent was destroyed by the action of  volcanoes. It was sunk under the waves, owing to earthquakes and subterranean fires. The remains of the ancient Lemurians at the present time are represented by the black skinned peoples of the so called Ethiopian type: Negroes, bushmen, Australians, etc.

***


The Fourth Root Race - the Atlanteans - has begun its existence about 4-5 million years ago. The new great Race was generated on a point of land in what is now the mid-Atlantic Ocean. Their continent was formed by the coalescence of many islands and peninsulas which were upheaved in the ordinary course of time and became ultimately the true home of the great Race - the Atlantis. The first Atlanteans were smaller in height than the Lemurians but still were giants. They were three and a half meters tall. Through millennia men went on steadily decreasing in stature. The colour of the skin of the first subrace - Rmoagals - was dark-red, and of the second subrace - the Tlavatlies - the skin was red-brown.


The third subrace - the Toltecs - reached the top of the development of the Atlanteans. They were very tall as well - about two meters and a half. In the course of  time their stature decreased reaching the height of the today’s man. The colour of the skin of that subrace was copper-red. The descendants of the Toltecs are the pure-blooded representatives of the Peruvians and Aztecs as well as the red-skinned Indians of the North and South America.


Approximately one million years ago, when the Atlantean Race was at its most flourishing point, the continent of Atlantis occupied the greater part of the Atlantic ocean:  from Iceland to Brazil includingly.


The Toltecs created the most powerful empire of Atlantis. For many millennia the  Toltecs ruled over the whole continent of Atlantis. The “Golden Gate City” located in the Eastern part of Atlantis was the capital.


During all that epoch the initiated leaders always supported the connection with the sacred Hierarchy submitting to Its instructions. They acted according to Its plans. As the consequence of that there was the epoch of the Golden Age of Atlantis. Arts and sciences flourished. Culture and civilisation of Atlantis reached its culminating point.


There were many people who possessed the abilities to control the psychic powers. The main task of science was the development of that power and the general acquaintance with the mysterious forces of nature. It included the acquaintance with the sacred properties of plants, minerals and jewels. The Atlanteans new how to draw rain upon their wish.


The main branch of art at that time was the architecture. Public buildings and temples amazed with their massiveness and giant scales. The population of the Golden Gate City was more than 2 million people while the total population of Atlantis was around 2 milliards. The Atlanteans used highly developed technology.  They built flying machines which used the driving power of a kind of ether.


When the Golden Age of the Toltecs ended then the moral decline began. Personal interests, thirst for wealth and power, ravaging and destruction of enemies with the purpose of enrichment were capturing the consciousness of people more and more. Kings, the majority of clergy and a considerable part of people started to use the sacred powers ignoring the Laws, ordered by the Hierarchy, neglecting It’s advises and instructions. The connection with the Hierarchy of Light was broken. The sacred knowledge being directed towards malevolence  and selfishness turned into the black magic and witchcraft.


When the perversion of the evolutionary laws reached its apogees the first terrible catastrophe shook all the continent of Atlantis. The capital was wiped off by the ocean waves. Millions of people were killed. This first catastrophe occurred approximately 800 thousand years ago. It significantly changed the distribution of land and water on the Earthly globe. The Great Atlantic continent lost its polar areas and became smaller. The second, less considerable catastrophe occurred about 200 thousand years ago. The continent split on two islands. The Northern big island is called Ruta and the Southern smaller one is called Daitya. 


About 80 thousand years ago the third catastrophe occurred. It exceeded the first two ones in its strength and brightness. Daitya  has disappeared almost completely. While only a small part of Ruta - Poseidonis island - remained. The best minority who pursued pure and lofty life always emigrated before the catastrophes. Those emigrations were guided  by the spiritual leaders who had foreseen the calamity threatening the country. Those kings who followed “the good law” and supported the connection with the Hierarchy have always been warned in advance about the approaching catastrophes. Finally in 9564 BC the powerful earthquakes and eruption of volcanoes destroyed Poseidonis. And the island submerged into the sea, having evoked a giant wave. That wave flooded the low-laying lands  leaving the memory of the great destructive “deluge” in human minds. 


The fourth subrace - the Turanians - was yellow. This subrace was violent, rough and cruel. The Turanians emigrated to the East and settled in the centre of today’s China. That subrace is represented in some parts of the contemporary China by tall Chinese people. The fifth subrace - the primeval Semites - was white. That subrace was characterised with suspiciousness, quarrelsome disposition and never-ending wars with the neighbours. Their descendants are pure-blooded Israelites and Kabyles of the North Africa.


The sixth subrace - the Akkadians - were white. They appeared after the first catastrophe. The Akkadians were notable for commercial, colonising and navigating abilities. The Phoenicians were their descendants. The seventh, Mongolian subrace originated in Tatar steppes of the East Siberia.  That subrace was yellow They incredibly grew in number. Now that subrace is represented by the modern Chinesees.


The Japanese people are a mixture of several subraces. They are like the last scum of the whole Root Race. That is why they have many qualities which distinguish them from the  Chinesees.


About 400 thousand years ago the Great Lodge of the White Brotherhood was transferred from Atlantis to Egypt since it needed cleaner environment. At that time Egypt was a deserted and thinly populated place. After the submergence of Poseidonis  into the ocean the Great White Lodge of the Hierarchs transferred its settlement to the heart of Asia.

***


The Fifth Root Race, which is now at the head of the human evolution, originated from the fifth subrace of the Atlanteans - the primeval Semites. Only five subraces of the Fifth Race have appeared so far. The first  subrace moved from the Central Asia to India and settled on the South of Himalayas. It started to dominate over the vast Hindustan peninsula. The first subrace is represented not only by the Aryan Hindus but also by the highest ruling class of the Ancient Egypt. 
The second subrace consists of the Aryan Semites different from the primeval Semites of the Fourth Race - this is Chaldea, Assyria, Babylon - and also modern  Arabs and Moors. The third subrace is Iranian to which the ancient Persians and their descendants - fire-worshippers parses - belong. The fourth subrace is Celtic. These are the ancient Romans and Greeks  as well as modern Greek, Italian, French, Spanish, Irish and Scotch people. The fifth subrace is Teutonic. Slavic, Scandinavian, Dutch, German, English people and their descendants, scattered all over the world, belong to that subrace. At the moment the people of the Fifth Race have closely approached the threshold of the sixth perfection of the mankind - the Sixth Root Race.

***


The evolution of the mankind of all five Root Races is imprinted in rock in famous Bamianian statues. They rise near by Bamian, half-ruined town in Central Asia, half-way between Kabul and Balkh. All statues are  cut out in a rock. These five statues belong to the handiwork of the Initiates of the Fourth Race, who sought refuge, after the submersion of their continent, in the Central Asia.


The largest statue is 52 metres (173 feet) high - it pictures the First Race. Its ether body is imprinted in firm indestructible rock. The second statue is 36 metres (120 feet) in height. It immortalises the Second Race.  The third statue is only 18 metres (60 feet) high - it represents the Third Race which inaugurated the first physical race, born of father and mother, the last descendants of which are represented in the Statues found on Easter Island; but they were only from 6 to 7,5 metres (20-25 feet) in stature at the epoch when Lemuria was submerged.


The fourth statue pictures a man of the Fourth Race which was smaller - about 4 metres tall - but still gigantic in comparison with the man of the Fifth Race. The series of the figures ends up with a statue of a man of our Fifth Race. That statue is only a little larger than the average tall man of our days.

9. THE EVOLUTION OF THE FIERY MAN

THE TEACHING OF THE FIERY MAN








There are many miracles in the world;








The man is the most miraculous of them!


Sophoclos


People are the fiery creatures. The emanation radiated by a human spirit and  the spiritual energy developed by him is the fiery energy. It has all the properties  usual to the fiery element. The fiery energy is the highest manifestation of the Cosmic Fire. That fiery energy or Agni is present in every human being. Its focus lays in a heart. That is why it is called the hearty energy.


The human heart knows about Fire, but the reason tries to obscure this evident wisdom. People often say: “the spirit kindled” or “the heart is on fire” - it means that some time ago people knew about the fire of a heart and flame of the spirit. "He was consumed with wrath; he withered from envy; he was aflame with desire." In a multitude of expressions, precise and clear, people remind of the fieriness.


The “flaming” glance very rightly calls to mind fiery energy, which is sent in the glance. Does not a fiery gaze compel people to turn around and even to tremble! Any tremor is already near to Fire and accompanies it. The strong, “warm” recalls the very same energy. 


By one’s own fiery nature a human being finds the underground waters and ores - this feature has already transferred to the material sphere from occultism. The fire manifests itself in temperature, pulse and mainly in that tremor which accompanies all fiery phenomena. Fire is all those subtlest spiritual and soul manifestations which affirm the best human actions. The motion of a thought also belongs to the fiery sphere.


Fire is developed and accumulated through the spiritual perfection - full renunciation from personal selfish desires and actions, and constant aspiration to goodness, light and truth. And vice versa, the state of anger, malice, jealousy or irritation, generate a special poison in the organism which the Mahatmas call imperil. The finest crystals of the fiery energy as well as the crystals of imperil precipitate on the sides of nervous channels where they enter into a struggle. And just as in any fight the strongest one wins.


The fiery energy, mastered and beneficially directed by a man, gives him protection from many misfortunes and illnesses. That energy moves people to the heroic deeds and helps in self-denying activity directed to the Common Benefit. It gives the great moral power for  struggle against evil and darkness. 


All low inducements destroy our nervous system as well as they are the main cause of illnesses and poisoning of the atmosphere. As a counterweight to that the emanations of  good self-denying aspirations clean the environment, increase the stock of the fiery energy and consequently increase the vitality of a man.


Pure outburst of self-denying service to people creates the immunity against infection of the epidemic diseases. This was confirmed by numerous observations over the physicians and nurses who worked in cholera and plague barracks. There were observed no cases of infection among the doctors and nurses who  worked selflessly and fearlessly unless they had grossly violated the rules of the elementary precaution themselves.


It is necessary to make good, to show benevolence and compassion to people, to work selflessly for the Common Benefit because that activity will produce creative energies. It means that such an activity will be advantageous and practical for ourselves. While giving oneself up to malicious and vindictive inducements and deeds is disadvantageous and unpractical because it poisons our organism with imperil and causes many illnesses.


Agni Yoga says that in order not to be burned when the Cosmic Fire starts to manifest on our plan man needs to develop the highest aspect of the Cosmic Fire in himself - the spiritual or fiery energy which is called the psychic energy as well. The one who has studied, mastered and developed that fiery might in oneself will succeed  with the Cosmic Fire and will be ready to control the waves of fire.


Thus Agni Yoga is a system of development of the fieriness in a human being. It is advised not to be late with studying and using of that energy because the ocean of the fiery waves can  overwhelm as an irrepressible flow. It can wash away all dams turning the stream of thought into a chaos.


The development of the fiery energy is the most urgent task of the mankind. It will change our existence if it is consciously developed. At the present time many people can educate their energy. Not exclusive individuals but the majority of people can achieve the sensation of that energy. The time has come to realize and develop that energy - it is time to make an inoculation! The first remedy against the fiery illnesses is the fiery energy.

THE ANATOMY OF THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT


The wisdom of all the centuries points out: “Cognize yourself”. In such an advice the attention is drawn to the sacred which is destined to be evident in the New Epoch. One thing is clear: the great forces and possibilities are concealed in a human organism of which people have only corporal, dense idea. Therefore let us consider all components of a dense man in a way the yogic psychology of the ancient Wisdom of the East understands it.


We notice that our body is a subject to constant changes: within approximately seven years it is completely renewed, down to the last particle. But it preserves its own identity. There is something relatively unchangeable under the changing covers. There stays a witness of all the changes taking place. Besides the body there is someone who records the list of all those changes.


Agni Yoga says: just as a physical (dense) body of a man exists so do psychic or soul bodies of his: the material body of feelings and desires (so called astral body) and the material body of thinking (the so called mental body). Those two psychic bodies correspond to the Western concept of “soul”. All those three bodies (physical, astral, mental) are called the personality of a man - a mortal, transient part of his.


That personality is an instrument of the essence of a human being called the “individuality”  which corresponds to the Western “Spirit”. Agni Yoga Teaching considers it immortal, eternal and one for all lives. Its properties multiplied and perfected in one life pass together with the Individuality to the next incarnation.


Finally, the divine base of the Individuality is the Monad - that immortal particle of the divine Cosmic Fire. The Monad is true “Self” of a human being - the ruler of that microcosm which is called a human being. The Monad inspires the Individuality so that would realize its mission during incarnation on Earth and induces it to the revealing and development of its qualities. The Monad gives to the Individuality a power to purify and discipline the  personality.


Thus, there are three “selves” in  a human being: the divine, super-human, unchangeable “Self” - the Monad; the higher, human, developing “Self” - the Individuality; the lower, under-human, a subject to discipline - the personality. We will consider the two last ones in more details because we will have to deal them in the process of daily work over ourselves.


The Individuality - spiritual or fiery, immortal or eternal - is one for all incarnations or lives. It is the spirit who comes for centuries. It is triple: the Will (Atma) - the Spiritual Being, the receiver of the inspiration of the Monad; the Love (Buddhi) - the Highest Heart, intuition - Super-consciousness, the carrier of the high spiritual emanations; the Wisdom (Manas) - the Highest Intelligence, philosophical mind, the Highest Consciousness; the sphere of its activity is abstract thoughts.


The personality is material mortal, transient. It is the reflection of the trinity of the Individuality, therefore it is also triple:


- mental body - intellect, reason, lower mind (worldly), lower consciousness; its product is concrete thoughts;


- astral (subtle) body - “the lower heart”, instinct, subconsciousness; it is a sphere of feelings, desires, passions - “the lower emotions”;


- physical (dense) body - the material being: the roughest, the most tangible and visible part of a human microcosm.


Thus, Agni Yoga discerns four types of consciousness: the subconsciousness, instinct - the “consciousness” of the astral body of feelings; the lower consciousness - the consciousness of the mental body of the concrete thoughts; both those types of consciousness belong to the mortal personality - to the “soul”. The Higher Consciousness - the consciousness of Manas-Wisdom, Higher Intelligence; the Super-consciousness, Intuition - the Consciousness of Buddhi-Heart, Love; both types of consciousness belong to the eternal Individuality - to the “Spirit”. The modern science speaks only about subconsciousness and one consciousness; it does not know Super-consciousness, attributing its manifestations to the subconsciousness.


Every thought and emotion  of a human being has its own individual colour, but it is so subtle and transparent that it cannot be seen. All of them leave their trace by a human being in form of radiations. Those light radiations around a man are called the aura. At the present time the scientists already make successful photopictures of aura on the very sensitive colour photo films.

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE SPIRITUAL SELF-DISCIPLINE


The personality is an inhabitant of the current incarnation, it knows nothing about the eternal. It wants well-being only for itself and just in the current life - it cares only about the personal, it is openly selfish. The Individuality being eternal looks further, higher, wider and deeper. It cares not about itself, but it lives with unity of the mankind and nature. It is a carrier of public aspirations, the carrier of collectivism.


In the usual life the personality puts much pressure on man: it strives to impress him that it is exactly his true “self” in order to receive all those values which it wants for itself. How is expressed that pressure of bodies of the personality on a man?


When the man has a work which needs to be done, his physical body wants  to rest, walk or eat or drink. When there is an chance to help someone the physical body thinks how much of labor will that cost and let someone else do that.


Astral body has its desires - tens of desires. It wants man to get angry, to say evil words, to be jealous, greedy, envious to another’s wealth, to give himself up to dejection. The astral body wants all of that and a lot of other things. And it wants it because of aspiration to the passionate vibrations, to their ceaseless change.


Mental body of a human being (the body of thought) wants to think of oneself as a haughtily solitary, to think of oneself a lot and very little about the others. It makes the man think about his own progress but not about the work for the Common Benefit and help to the  others. During meditation it tries to make the man think about the things necessary to the mental body but not about the things which are really necessary to the man himself.


“There is no slavery more shameful than the slavery of the spirit” - said Seneca. Independence and freedom of a human spirit is man’s base of creation. Therefore man needs to learn to defeat everything that suppresses his spirit. He needs to get rid of the pressure of the personality - his lower “self”.


The physical body of yours is an animal, the horse that you ride. You should live without noticing the body but reasonably caring about it. It is important to realize yourself not as  a body but a spirit which lives in the body. You should always feel yourself  over the body and to control it. You need to be able to discern your own wishes from the wishes of the astral body. It is necessary not to be captured by its feelings and emotions. Your mental  body, your mind is not you, but your instrument. The discerning is necessary - you must always be on a guard.


Don’t take the bodies of personality for your own self - neither physical, nor astral, nor mental body. You must know them all and must be able to stay aside from them and feel yourself their master. When your personality wishes something, stop and think is it you who really wants it, is it your Individuality?


Thus it is possible to discern two voices which are heard by a man inside of himself: the voice of the Individuality - the voice of service, the public voice, for the aspirations of the higher “Self” are public, altruistic. It aspires to the service to people, motherland, society, mankind, nature. The voice of the personality is a personal voice, the voice of selfishness, for its aspirations are personal and selfish: to take, to make other people serve it. One can discern the origin of the voice according to its content. It is very important for the Conscious life to learn to discern very well the voice of the spirit or Individuality and the voice of personality. 


The ability of discerning of those voices enables a man to put that vocal duet of life in a real order. The principle of such an order is the following: the lowest submits to the highest. Within a personality feelings must be submitted to mind, intellect. Within an Individuality Intelligence must submit to the Heart, Love.  And in general - personality must submit to the Individuality. One needs to learn to listen to that Highest Voice in oneself- to realize the Eternal Fire in oneself as well as to notice that fire in other people.


In Agni Yoga such an order is called the discipline of spirit. It also adds that such a spiritual self-discipline is the principle and the beginning of everything. That self-discipline means full dictatorship of the Individuality - or spirit - over all other elements of psychology of a man.


In all elements of a human being the acting figure is the Monad - that individualized Divine Self of the Absolute. Its presence gives that feeling of “self” both to the Individuality and personality. Being self-conscious that “self” very often  self-deceptively identifies itself with the element where it acts the most actively.


The “self” of a sensual man - drunker or a profligate - is merging with the physical body and with the nature of desires and passions (astral): he extracts his pride out of them and thinks himself and those bodies as one, for all his life is in them. The “self” of a  businessman, sly operator and speculator who intensively uses his worldly mind for profit, is identified with his rational selfish intellect. The “self” of a scientist is  concluded in the higher intelligence, for the activity of the last one generates all the joy of the scientist, all his life is in there. For a poet, who lives with intuition and creation, beauty and love to humanity, his “self” coincides with a heart - the focus of his life. But there are cases when the level of spirituality of a man rises to the highest synthesis. Those cases become more and more often when the man not only understands the state of the world wisely, feels pity for the enslaved people, but he also makes a strong-willed feat - he selflessly fights for their freedom. Thus executing the destination of a real man fuller the individual  is approaching the true “Self” - to the Monad.

THE FIERY CENTERS OF A MAN


The fiery energy is generated by the spiritual centers of a human being. Those centers also perceive the Cosmic Fire. What are those fiery centers which are called chakras on the East?


In the physical body of a human being besides the organs of perception there are multitudes of different glands and the whole net of the finest nerves which  interlace in nerve-centers and ganglions.  All those organs, glands, nerves, nerve-interlacings and centers have their   conformities in the invisible bodies of a human being - in astral and mental as well as in the immortal essence of a human being - in the Individuality. Those conformities are called the fiery centers of our consciousness. For the rare exclusions all of them are in dormant state.


It is considered that there are forty nine fiery centers in a human organism, but there are seven main fires or chakrams of them. The heart is the main center, for all the others depend on it. The importance of that center and its opening will be described later. The center of “Chalice” is located above the solar plexus on the level of a heart. Then goes the center of the lungs. The center of the Bell is located in the crown. The Eye of Brahma or the Third Eye is located on the forehead, above the eyebrows. A physical organ of the larynx center is a thyroid gland. The Kundalini center is located at the end of a spine. 


Opening of the fiery centers is a consequence of the development of spirituality. The centers start to open only if the man is highly moral. Their operation begins when the man has spiritually matured for that. So that problem is not technical but moral.


Some people strive to speed up the opening of the fiery centers in round of the normal development, without any spiritual perfection. They do it through the help of the “occult” books written by ignorant people or with self-styled “masters” who have obtained crumbs of knowledge.


Self-willed amateur straining of the centers by mechanical exercises,  methods of hatha yoga, rhythmical breathing with delay, is extremely dangerous and it does not bring to the normal opening of the centers. Physical partial opening of one-two centers can detain for long the true spiritual development of a human being. Artificial violent actions violate the laws and the dates. Inopportune, inconsistent development of some centers leads to the disorder of nervous system, madness, obsession and early death or even suicide.


Speeding up of the process of opening of the spiritual fiery centers is possible only through the work of moral self-perfection. The centers begin to open only in the result of  hard work over self up-bringing of one’s character. Thus, the question - how to open the spiritual centers or, in other words, how to become a fiery one - is reduced to the work over oneself: to the obtaining of positive qualities (for they kindle the fires of the correspondent spiritual centers) and elimination of the negative ones which extinguish those fires.


Only through that way one can draw the attention of a High Master. The Great Lords standing on guard of the evolution of humanity, alertly watch those individuals who have deserved the right for opening of their fiery centers since their very childhood. If the man is ready for opening and transmutation of his fires, if his organism and psychology are enough prepared for that, and his heart is burning with aspiration, then the Teacher will not delay to appear. If a disciple is ready - then the Teacher is also ready - says one Eastern aphorism. There is no necessity to find a Teacher in a neighboring house - the Teacher can guide on a distance as well.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF FIERINESS OF THE SPIRIT

The one who wants Light shouldn’t 









      be afraid to be fiery.

The Fiery World. III, 564

One needs to fill the life with burning.

The Fiery World. II, 276


Obtaining of the fiery energy and opening of the fiery centers, in other words, the development of the fieriness is achieved through self-perfection. More detailed information about it is given in the book “I will be Fiery” - the practice of moral self-upbringing. The detailed method of work over oneself is given there: how to make a self-analysis, how to make up a plan of work over oneself, how morning meditation or the psychic exercise must to be done, daily realization of the planned and evening self-account.


There given a  very important warning in that work: if a man is going to perfect himself only for his personal exaltation, for his mercenary purposes he will not succeed, he will not achieve any fires. For the main condition of the successful spiritual advancement is the aspiration and readiness to serve to the Common Benefit. When such an aspiration is affirmed and becomes one’s second nature then the self-perfection and self-development will be justified. Only in that case the achievement of the fiery energy will be doubtless.


Only selfless service for the benefit of the whole mankind will cause the true progress of the human individuality. Its evolution is possible only under the condition of service to the Common Benefit in the name of the evolution of all mankind, evolution of nature and  all the Cosmos. Those evolutions are mutually caused - one cannot exist  without another. The whole sense of existence is laid in self-perfection - both man and humanity.


What is the essence of work over oneself? It consists of two parts: 1. Fiery purification of  the personality - exile of any evil from it , elimination of all negative qualities - passions and vices, disciplining of the personality, its transformation into an obedient instrument. 2. Disclosing and development of the Individuality - cultivation of good inside of oneself, disclosing of all divine principles laid in the Individuality, development of all positive moral qualities of the character.


Just as the cold means the absence of warmth and darkness is the absence of light, so is fear - the absence of courage, and the irritation is the absence of self-control etc. The absence of certain positive qualities of the Individuality (the Spirit) evokes correspondent negative qualities of a personality (the soul) which, thus, are like illnesses or ulcers. Agni Yoga says: “It is not wise to say - tear out your filth, but it is better to say  - let the good fill your being. Let the morning replace the night!”


Therefore the processes of purification of the personality and development of the Individuality go parallelly and simultaneously: every positive quality being developed exiles the opposite negative one. The development of fieriness is achieved through such work over oneself - the obtaining of the fiery energy and opening of the fiery centers.

WHAT QUALITIES NEED TO BE DEVELOPED?


All obtained qualities are needed by a human being for the purpose of maximum service to other people, in order to facilitate the progress of the mankind., in order to help to establish Peace, Labor, Freedom, Equality, Brotherhood and Happiness of all the peoples on Earth. Thus, the first group of qualities will be composed of the qualities of the Service to the Common Benefit (in parenthesis there are given the correspondent negative qualities of the personality):

the Sense of duty


(neglect of the public duty)

Right attitude to the property
(possessiveness, stinginess, greediness)

Right attitude to work

(parasitism, laziness)

the Sense of the new


(inertia, survivals)

Public activeness, initiativeness
(passiveness, indifference)

Readiness to serve to the mankind
(cupidity)

Readiness to fight with evil

(non-resistance)

Selflessness



(careerism, pride)

Readiness to the feat


(conformism, opportunism, flippancy)


Those qualities are the first steps to the fieriness.


At the present time, by the end of the dark epoch - Kali Yuga, the long period of development of the intelligence of a human being ends. For the current cycle of the evolution the intelligence has already reached the apogees of its development. And now Satya Yuga will begin - the period of intensive development of the next aspect of human Individuality - the heart (love).


The heart is that sphere of a human spirit from where the inspiration emanates to the people fascinated with the higher ideas. This is a center of selfless love, compassion, heroism. This is a center of intuition or sense-knowledge, the center of super-consciousness. The heart guards a man from mistakes, warns about thedanger.


The importance of the heart is that it is a focus of the fiery energy. One can not cognize flame without understanding of the power of the heart, the abode of Agni. The sense of using of the fiery energy lies in the sphere of a heart. High emotions take the man out from the state of usualness, raise the vibrations which refine and open our fiery centers - the chakrams. All spiritual centers depend on the main one - our heart. Therefore, opening of the centers starts with education of a heart. Thus, the development of a heart in our era is the main task.


So, in the second group there will be the qualities of a heart, “heart qualities”:

The qualities leading to the brotherhood:

_______________________________________

Collectivism, unity


(selfishness, individualism, selfness)

Brotherly competition

(jealousy, envy)

Respect to a man


(diminishing)

Politeness



(rudeness)

Gratitude, thankfulness

(ingratitude)

Trust




(distrust, suspiciousness)

Faithfulness



(betrayal, treacherousness, treason)

Friendship and brotherhood

(contempt, enmity, quarrels)

The qualities leading to love:

________________________________________

Tolerance



(intolerance, fanaticism)

Non-censure



(blame, idle gossip, slander, interference into someone else’s 




business)

Non-susceptibility,


(susceptibility, vindictiveness)

non-vindictiveness



Sensitiveness and care

(non-sensitiveness)

Aspiration to help


(refusal to help)

Compassion



(cruelty)

Love




(hatred, malice)




The qualities leading to joy:

________________________________________

Conscience



(self-satisfaction, self-quieting, shamelessness)

Moral purity



(falseness, low thinking)

Nobility, generosity


(small-mindedness, faint-heartedness)

Sensitivity to beauty


(platitude, tastelessness)

Optimism



(pessimism)

Joy




(sorrow, low spirits)

Solemnity



(usualness)


These qualities are especially crucial for achieving the fieriness of a human being!

***


Steadfastness and firmness of the spirit are precepted. Only if that firmness is available one can build. Firmness is not the cruelty or something opposite to softness. It is rather strength. It is expressed in the inviolable will, coming towards the opening of the spiritual life. Everything which is accepted by heart from the outside, must go through its firmness. And nothing will shake the aspiredness of a heart. Thus, the third group consists of the qualities of will - “will qualities”:

Patience



(discontent, impatience)

Self-control



(irritability, angriness, agitation)

Concentration



(disorderliness, absent-mindedness, chaoticity)

Aspiredness



(satisfaction, dissolution)

Courage



(cowardice, fear)

Overcoming of obstacles, 

(deviation from the obstacles, difficulties, danger)

difficulties, danger

Firmness before ordeals, 

(self-pity, despair)

hardships, sufferings

***


In the development of the fiery energy many things depend on the consciousness. One can control the psychic energy only by the light consciousness. The higher is the consciousness the higher will be the quality of the fiery energy. Therefore, the one who wants to join that highest might of fire that one should take care of improvement and rise of his consciousness. Widening of the consciousness furthers to refining and transformation of our spiritual centers. The development of consciousness strains all the centers. Opening of the fires is very much dependent on the refining of consciousness.


One needs to put knowledge at the base of affirmation of consciousness. The division on knowledge and ignorance will be the division on Light and darkness. Therefore, oust all the ignorance and simply know more without any pomp. The cognition should fill all the life The consciousness as the subtlest substance must be always replenished. Knowledge is the fiery path. Knowledge liberates a man. The more we know the easier it is for us to understand all depth and dimensions of the great plan of the evolution and the complexity of life construction. Therefore - not only self-upbringing but also overall self-education!


Widening of consciousness will bring to Wisdom. It lives in the depth of the spirit. And only the man himself can wake it up inside of himself. Wisdom is a deep penetration of a heart into the world treasury and cognition of the hidden causes of everything. Wisdom belongs to every enlightened heart which is opened to the understanding of life.


Thus, the fourth group of qualities is made up of the wisdom qualities:

Simplicity and modesty

(self-conceit, pride, haughtiness, ambition, vanity, swagger, 




conceit )

Honesty, sense of honor

(hypocrisy)

Truthfulness



(untruthfulness, falsehood)

Sincerity



(pharisaism)

Sense of co-measurement 

(incommensurability)

Attentiveness, observation

(inattention, non-observation)

Comprising,  synthesis

(prejudice, doubt, skepticism, vacillation)

***


The development of only one quality will not entail a general consequence. If someone tried not to use foul language, another one - not to lose one’s temper, the third one - not to fear, then such useful details will, nevertheless, be separate levers: not any one of them will raise the whole load. If one quality  develops greatly and the others  lag behind, then the destructive dissonance will come out.


Also it is not enough to possess only some of the qualities - it is necessary to cognize their full combination. Only the rainbow of synthesis will provide the advancement. For a long path we will collect as many qualities as possible; let any of them be of the best degree! The path is not short and every stock will be useful. Who will dare to assert that one or another quality will not be needed by him? It happens that the most neglected quality will be extremely and urgently necessary. Thus, we will understand the qualities necessary to become fiery!

***


In the mentioned work “I will be Fiery” there are given the exhaustive characteristics of all moral qualities which are the subject to establish in a  human character.

THE PATH OF PUPILHOOD


Above we’ve traced the ascent of a human being starting from the rudimentary soul to the state of a spiritually developed man. We have mentioned different steps of a developing consciousness starting with dim sensations of a savage to the clear work of a thinker. Now we will tell about the last steps of the human evolution which are ahead for the majority of the mankind. Those steps have already been passed by small number of the older sons of our race. In our times those steps are being passed by the people who have greatly outstripped the rest of the humanity - this is the so-called path of “pupilhood”. On the lower steps the evolution of a human consciousness can go without conscious participation of a human being himself in that process. But the transition of man’s consciousness beyond the limits of a usual consciousness, to the step of a super-man or god-man, can not be accomplished without his conscious aspiration to that and without participation in that process of the Master of Wisdom, one of the Great Hierarchs.


Entry into the path of  pupilhood is the entry to the accelerated path of development of consciousness with a purpose to achieve the highest step of a human evolution. The one who has decided to become a disciple is like a man who instead of a round way slowly leading to the appointed goal, to the mountain top, chooses a hardly visible track leading straight upwards, through the rocks and thickets. Of course, such a path is chosen by the most resolute, courageous and aspired ones. Of course this path can not be easy. This path is full of the great difficulties and rises great requirements to the one who wants to enter it.


The Teachers do not stop to observe the mankind and note everyone who stand at the head of humanity thanks to his pure life, disinterested work for the common benefit, mental efforts directed towards a noble goal and sincere faithfulness to the ideal. Those people become able to perceive the intensified spiritual influence. Every one who wants to perceive such an influence must have special susceptibility. When a man by his personal efforts is making his way through to the advanced human wave, displaying loving and disinterestedly acting nature, he becomes an object of special attention from the side of the indefatigable keepers of the race. This person is placed in the conditions favorable for manifestation of his spiritual forces. And as he successfully goes through the testing he receives further help until his aspiration will bring him to the gates of the Path.


The man’s entry on to the Path puts him in a position of a disciple or chela being on a trial: one of the Masters of Wisdom and Compassion accepts him under His patronage and helps him on a narrow and steep Path. The Teacher sees all his efforts, directs his steps and brings him to the conditions mostly favorable for his progress, watching him with tender care and wisdom.


The Teachers accept in the number of Their disciples those people who are ready to follow certain conditions with the purpose to accelerate  their evolution and to replenish the rows of the Brotherhood with them. The admit in disciples is the greatest privilege, the rarest phenomenon, but, on the other hand, it is the greatest responsibility! What should one do in order to be worthy of such greatest privilege? It is said that “when the disciple is ready, the Teacher will not delay”. Should not that readiness include certain conditions in itself? Certain qualities which a disciple must obtain from the very beginning, are set before him as a condition for the pupilhood. On that initial step it is not demanded to bring them to the perfection, but the disciple must at least master them partly before he will be admitted to the Initiation.


The first condition is the aspiration and readiness to self-sacrifice in service to the Common Benefit, for no one can be brought nearer if he thinks to derive knowledge only for his personal exalt. When selfless aspiration is affirmed in a heart and becomes a second nature of the man, then the achievement of a sacred goal is doubtless. But one should ask oneself and give an answer with full sincerity - is there really such a fiery aspiration and self-denial, and whether  is there concealed a selfish wish of greater knowledge mostly for mercenary goals in the depth of one’s essence? The smallest signs of such hidden wish are the greatest obstacle on the way of spiritual advancement. Understanding, acceptance and bearing of a feat of the self-denial in life are necessary for he success.


The second condition on the way to approach the Teacher is establishing of the right attitude to Him. Love and faithfulness, honoring and gratitude - these are the things the heart of a candidate to disciples should burn with. Faithfulness needs to be shown in actions to the teacher - through overcoming of all obstacles. For the soonest self-perfection and development of the spirituality the most necessary condition is the unceasing remembering of the Teacher as well as steady and unceasing aspiration of a man to rise to Him. Whatever we do, our thought must stay by Him. Everything is done in the Name of the Teacher.


The third condition is to work over oneself. In order to become admitted disciple one should, first of all, work over one’s moral, spiritual side of life which will bring inevitable widening of the consciousness and necessary balance - this is the simplest way to approach. The connection with the teacher is established in a heart through the purified thinking and long persistent work over oneself. Deep, thoroughly considered understanding of all qualities, which are necessary to be obtained in order to become an admitted disciple, is very important. In the work “I’ll be Fiery” it is indicated how to work over oneself. There are listed all the qualities which are necessary to be obtained  (see also the end of the present book). Without those main  qualities needed by those who  aspire to approach the Great Teacher, no one can be admitted in disciples in spite of even  great intellectual abilities.


Admitting a disciple the Teacher puts a great load upon Himself. That  load is impossible to imagine without knowledge of the sacred laws. Having admitted a disciple the Teacher establishes invisible but effective connection with him. The Teacher accepts a disciple in his own consciousness. It means that since that moment the Teacher always knows what is going on with the disciple, every thought and feeling of his.


One can understand how heavy and intolerable must be the disharmonious vibrations generated by the impurified thinking of a disciple for the high consciousness of a Teacher and how unacceptable are his lusts in such close sacred connection with a Teacher. Every disharmonious vibration interrupts the current of the connection and when repeated, it can completely cut off that connection. But every interruption of a silver thread is mutually painful and bears its consequences.


This is only a part of the burden, another one is not discussed now. Therefore the Great Lords, staying on the Unchanging Patrol, directing world processes for preserving the balance of the world and conducting gigantic cosmic battles, can bring nearer only those people in whom They have no doubts, who have gone through and purified themselves in many fiery trials and manifested their readiness, faithfulness and selflessness not in the conditions of prosperity but on the edge of an abyss.


In the ancient Egypt the neophytes had to go through fearful, artificially prepared, dangers and temptations. Only the smallest number of them endured the tension of all forces. In our times all artificial trials are abrogated and a disciple should be able to meet and overcome the difficulties and obstacles of life. Here man’s internal inducements are taken into consideration, his abilities of quick-wittedness, courage, alertness, circumspection, honesty and faithfulness, etc.  are weighed. And of course, only few endure.

10. THE CULTURE OF THE NEW EPOCH









From the past Precepts  let us  be 








carried to the future achievements

The Fiery World, I.

 THE MILESTONES OF THE LIGHT FUTURE


“Aspire to the light future by all spirit of yours. The fiery energy which carries us to the supermundane spheres is accumulated here on Earth, and the best awakener of it will be the joyful aspiration to the future. Our force is increased when we transfer our consciousness to the future. Special energy is attracted when thought lives in the future. The particles of the precious energies are attracted only to the one who is aspired to the future. The aspiration to the future will already mean the manifestation of Agni”.


The new epoch brings new conditions of life, new opportunities. They demand new ways, new world outlook, new mentality. New mentality will recall the basic Laws. The man of the New Epoch will know the Cosmic Principles of Being and co-ordinate with them all his life. All public and state order will be affirmed on the cosmic laws.


On the base of all Cosmic Laws of Being the New Epoch forwards new definitions and new forms - new concepts which are necessary for the new step of the evolution of the mankind. It points out those principles on which the New World will be created. Thus the construction of the New World demands regeneration of the consciousness. Now we will speak about the concepts of the New Epoch.


One of the main concepts is the Culture: the New Epoch will be an epoch of proclaiming of the high supremacy of Culture. Creation and Knowledge will take a worthy position. The real importance of art and science will be understood. Beauty and art as well as science and knowledge will be the main values of the Era of the New Culture.


Labor  will be understood as the natural filling of life, as the joyful basis and freedom of life. As well as the cooperation: the epoch of the common cause is being created. Cooperation will become the principle of creation. The Era of the joyful construction, great cooperation of all peoples is coming.


The cooperation in the New Epoch will be not only planetary but also cosmic. Thus, one of the concepts of the New Era will be the cooperation with Cosmos, cooperation with the far-off worlds.. There will be affirmed the aspiration to the higher planets as to the destined path. Also there will be affirmed the conscious participation of a man of the New Epoch in life of the invisible Spuremundane Worlds - the Subtle and the Fiery Ones. Thus the concept of cooperation with the Highest Worlds is forwarded.


Earthly mankind has approached such a point of its development when the Cosmic Hierarchy will be again realized and accepted as the main factor of our advance along the way of the evolution. People will again recall and accept the concept of the Teacher. Thus the Cooperation with the Hierarchy, with the Great White Brotherhood will be affirmed.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE


Satya Yuga is heralded - the blessed Light Epoch of the mankind. Which great concept, what Grace will, first of all, be at the base of that purification and transformation of our life? Of course, it will be the Grace which combines all the beautiful, aspiring and raising. Indeed, it will be that great beautiful concept which  humanity determines as the Culture.


The word culture consists of two roots - the first one is druid and the second one is Eastern. “Cult” will always stay as honoring of the Good Principle, and the word “Ur”  - is an ancient root which means Light, Fire. Thus, “Cult-Ure” means the Cult of honoring of Light.


Culture is the accumulation of the highest Grace, highest Beauty, highest Knowledge. And the cornerstone of the future Culture rests on the Beauty and Knowledge. Beauty and Knowledge are the principles of all the Culture. This is Knowledge and Beauty that change all the history of the mankind. All the progress, all happiness, all enlightenment of the mankind were built by Beauty and Knowledge since the very pristine times.


Also art and science will be the foundations of the coming evolution. The prosperity of art and science resolves worldly crisi. This is the crisis which makes people think over the problems of life. Where the Culture is, there exists the right decision of the most difficult social problems. Where the Culture is, there the peace is. Without culture there can be no international agreement and mutual understanding.


Art is a heart of people. Knowledge is a mind of people. Only through the heart and wisdom the mankind can unite and understand each other. Only Beauty and Knowledge can unite the mankind and lead it to the true happiness and well-being. Only on the base of the true Culture and true Knowledge there will be established good relations between the nations. And the real conductor will be the international language of Knowledge and Beauty of art. Humanity has  never known and will never know any higher panacea than Culture. For the Culture is a sum  of all achievements of the fiery creation.


Culture must enter the closest everyday usage. For that purpose every thinking man must tirelessly enter the cultural principles both in the public and personal life. “The first sign of Culture is the absence of personal discords”. Widening and refining of mentality and sense of Beauty will give that sophistication, that nobility of the spirit by which the cultured man is distinguished. It is him who can build the light future of his country.


Even the approximate understanding of principles of the true Culture will completely transform the life and create unusual conditions for the brilliant discoveries destined for the mankind. Life is transformed through the feats of Culture. Only those feats constitute the motive power of the mankind. Light is one and the gates to it are truly international. They are accessible to all sincere searchers for Light. 


Regeneration of the planet is possible only through the path of Culture. Thus, the New Epoch can be built only by the signs of Culture The Culture is as high as the Infinity. And when the human spirit realizes that Infinity it obliges him to the continuous perfection. The service to Culture is a Noble feat of the mankind.

***


The Teaching of the Mahatmas of the East forwards a concept of tolerance as one of the main conditions and decorations of Culture. Thus, high culturedness is the highest tolerance. Every wish to make people think according to one’s own recipe can not serve as a sign of culturedness. Wide comprising concept of Culture already assumes in itself the extraordinary diversity. To learn to value the diversity is a true approach to Culture. Thus, the great tolerance will open the Gates to the light constructions of the Future.

BEAUTY AND ART


Besides beauty given by the Nature to a human being, there exists the beauty which is given through the arts. Art has an objective to enter in the common usage of a human life a part of the divine beauty which exists in the nature. Through the art which creates beauty, we have the Light. The objective of art is to bring the man nearer to the understanding of beauty. Art in all its manifestations and forms will always be the spiritual principle which awakens the aspirations to beauty, to the Highest - this is the main and the greatest importance of art.


The cognition of the miracle of art opens the gates to the kingdom of Beauty. Indeed, the pledge of happiness of the mankind is in Beauty, therefore, art becomes the highest stimulus for the regeneration of the spirit. The pearls of art, indeed, can raise and momentarily transform the spirit of a man. Miraculous pearls of art give the elevation to humanity. The lifefulness of art which keeps the divine fire, gives the saturation with that fire, which kindles the spirit. The works of art transform the man. Art must serve to the elevation of consciousness.


The works of art must become accessible to all and everyone. The gates of the sacred source must be opened. Give art to people, to whom it belongs. Not only museums, theaters, schools, libraries, railway stations and hospitals must be decorated but prisons as well must be beautiful - then there will be no prisons any more.

***


Beauty is a powerful self-sufficing force which affects ennoblingly and pacifyingly all the living. Beauty evokes high emotions and light outbursts in a human being. Beauty is the most powerful factor of perfection of the mankind.  The influence of beauty on the moral development of the mankind is also beneficial. The road to the world of the moral goes through the world of the beautiful. The beautiful transforms man. It elevates and sublimates him.


The miracle of the ray of beauty in the decoration of life will raise the humanity. Dostoyevsky said: “Beauty will save the world”. Agni Yoga says that it is better to say that - the realization of beauty will save the world. The one who goes by the understanding of beauty can not be confused. Man can learn to sense himself beyond the platitudinous usualness and to join to the manifested world of beauty by his spirit. The nobility of the spirit is generated from the sense of Beauty. The new man will be sensitive to Beauty. What can be a better setting for faithfulness, aspiredness and tirelessness then the beauty? But everyone accepts beauty according to one’s consciousness and development. The better a man is developed the more beauty he notices. The development of the ability to see the beauty is a necessary condition of the evolution.


One needs to develop the perception of music, the perception of the beauty of sound. One needs to choose good music. It gathers our feelings. Rhythm strengthens our mind and Fire. The rhythm is  a generator of cooperation. The rhythm kindles common fires, helps to avoid irritation and disintegration. It affirms the same aspiration.


One can get accustomed to use art as the condensation of forces. The  work of beauty gives not only the elevation of activity but  also sharpens the forces. Although that state needs to be accepted consciously and the man needs to learn to use the emanations of creation. The aspiration to beauty and admiration at the beautiful powerfully affects on the accumulation of the fiery energy.


It would be a mistake if only a known class of artists would create, and the fruits of their work would be mechanically multiplied. Such mechanization will not help people. Not only artists who have dedicated themselves to art, but all people must send their thoughts of creation. Let the leisure time be filled with creation, and let people sing. The great power of harmony is contained in choruses.


Everyone must try to serve to the creation. Let people love creation, for the marathon of creation will be immeasurably higher then the marathon of runners. It is necessary to apply all forces and all means in order to awaken the sacred fire of creation in people.

KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE








Knowledge is a fiery path.








Knowledge is the gates to the Brotherhood.


Like the absence of Light is darkness, thus is the absence of knowledge is ignorance. Therefore the division on knowledge and ignorance will be the division on Light and darkness. All human sorrow originates from the little knowledge. The difference between little and big truth is necessary. Nothing distracts people from the path as much as the little truth. They capture out small fragments without thinking about the previous and the following. Such fragments are not better than any lye, but the sense of all the Universe is in the grandeur of the Truth. One needs to prepare for that by all means. One should not rely that the understanding of the grandeur of the Truth will come by itself.


The real knowledge without prejudice will be the true guide to the future. Mere affirmation of knowledge will eliminate the contradictions.  Only knowledge can help to contain the complex of apparent contradictions. We propose to put knowledge at the base of affirmation of consciousness. Knowledge can build a road to the one Teaching. Indeed, the knowledge comes from the same source. Where the fire of knowledge burns there the light future is destined. Broad dissemination of knowledge can regenerate world. 


We delimit knowledge and science, for the knowledge is art and the science is a method.

THE THORNY PATHS OF SCIENCE


The Teaching of the Mahatmas reminds that amidst ignorance of the middle age even a thought of the flying devises was considered as something bewitching. Now people look back with a regret to the ignoramuses of the middle age and accept the aeronautics as something natural.


De Co was put in a mad house for his belief in the force of steam. Fulton was sneered at even by his own brother. It was proved that there can not be any planets between Mars and Jupiter. It was denied the possibility of research of the chemical nature of the luminaries. Young and Fresnel were ridiculed for the discovery of the light waves. The Russian Academy of Science did not want to have Mendeleyev in its members. At the end of XIX century, on the Paris congress of physicists, the inventor of the phonograph Edison was recognized as charlatan and swindler. Such examples of ignorance are numerous.


Not long ago the nuclear fission was denied as well as the radio. Television was also a fairy tale, people thought of it as unattainable, but soon they accepted it as a condition of comfort.  We remind about it because many achievements now are in a position of the middle age. There will be the devices determining the emanations, measuring the thoughts, but now only few accept those possibilities. One can imagine that measurements of thought and determination of the emanations will not be liked by many who have used to conceal even their age.

***


On the ways of wide scientific action there stand many obstacles, among of which the outlook dogmatism plays a big role. Prejudice in science can be more terrible then in religions... Ignorance, especially if it barricaded itself with dogmas, is a  dangerous enemy threatening many misfortunes. Like the Pharisees of antiquity, the dogmatists hide their fear of accepting of the things obvious to the others.


All special phenomena are declared as coincidence or chance. The most apparent phenomena are explained in the most absurd way. Beautiful fiery signs are thrown away to the sphere of superstition and the phenomena of reality get into a category of the inadmissible. Thus the reality is replaced by the conditional obviousity. As soon as the dogmatists exit the limits of experience of the past day they start to conceal their helplessness behind the uncertain dusty names. They rebel against the metaphysics and mysticism covering with those scarecrows all scientific possibilities of the coming day.


Falsehood of the mirage makes people fear some expressions. The dogmatists do not like the word “spirit”, although they know that it is a known state of matter. They fearfully avoid the word “creator”, although they know it very well that all material creation has its own creator. Falsehood and fear are bad advisers. One can adduce many superstitions which make adults become like children. We are asking you to get rid of all superstitions and know in all the reality. We are sorry for those people who jump on one leg. This sight reminds a tale when a nanny suggested to a child a thought so he wouldn’t run away, that it is a sign of a high kin to walk on one leg.


As practical materialists We can persistently reproach all false materialists and dogmatists. Their humble science and blindness  prevent them to achieve what they are aspired to. We don’t like ignoramuses, we don’t like cowards who in  horror defy the possibility of evolution. Indeed, no one uses a poor primitive locomotive. Also no one can stay with infantile understanding of reality. Therefore, be the realists of the true reality.


A big hamper in the scientific work is an apprehension that the affirmation of materiality of consciousness and thought will be understood as a confirmation of the church dogmat “of the immorality of soul”, and, therefore, a scientist proving the materiality of consciousness and thought instead of academic degree may receive a title of a “churcher”. “As during religious wars and persecutions, those with daring and acute perceptions must, like alchemists of old, hide from inquisition.  Let people not think that reminding of inquisition is inappropriate. Different sides of life are under inquisitional pressure”. Prohibitive negations do not accept new achievements and erase the possibilities of new brilliant discoveries out of being. Thus the dark ones prevent the true cognition of Cosmos, thus they try to extinguish the flame of the highest knowledge. The exclusion of possibility of the infinite cognition, limitation of it with the obviousity and material world only, hampers the evolution, stops the development of consciousness.

THE BRILLIANT FUTURE OF SCIENCE


If we trace the development of science for the last century we can amaze at the progress of knowledge. It is useful to compare what was the science only one and a half centuries ago and what it has achieved now. Such comparison will open the eyes to the brilliant possibilities of the future. The time passes when in the name of some false scientificity there were denied the great Realities. The creative epoch comes when knowledge will be opening but not averting.


No one can assert about the current world is completely studied. Only an ignoramus can say that everything is already “found”. It is more reasonable to admit that many things exist but they are unknown to us. The knowledge of all mysteries of Cosmos is broad as the ocean. Many of them can not be cognized at the present time, but it does not mean that they are incognizable at all.  What  we don’t know today we can learn tomorrow. Recognizing the thing unknown to us as non-exiting is a very sad and harmful mistake. Let the negation not supported by any proofs  be replaced with pure and courageous “I don’t know”!


In the future world you can not advance too far with the old science Innovations in all spheres of science are necessary. Imperfect inventiveness has caught the invisible rays with rough imagination. The cosmic currents have been detected by rough devices. But imagination can become refined and the devices can be improved.


Science does not need to change the methods, it only needs to broaden its sphere. One should not upset the achievements of science, but only broaden them. Just as the third dimension does not nullify the laws of the plane, but it infinitely larger than the latter; just as the theories of Einstein do not upset the laws of Euclid but encompass them., so also the laws of spiritual knowledge encompass all laws of the modern science, being infinitely broader. Science gradually approaches to the solution of the mystery of life, cosmic laws, existence of the invisible worlds. Many incomprehensible phenomena will find their real explanation.


Science in its last discoveries came into a contact with the subtle energies and the other world. The experimental psychology, constantly facing with the phenomena unexplainable from a viewpoint of the visible physical world, brings science to the threshold of the other world and gradually begins to penetrate and study that invisible world and its laws which were denied for a long time by atheism.


It becomes more difficult for atheism, denying the invisible world, to deny and suppress discussion about the phenomena originating from the invisible world. For those phenomena occur every day and the attempts of atheism to explain those phenomena by methods suitable for explanation of the phenomena of the physical world, fail to give any positive results. The main questions of Being relate to the higher worlds, which have their laws called cosmic.


The words are used in their wrong meaning very often. People talk about the super-natural instead of saying unusual. There is nothing super-natural all over the Worlds. For ignorance there can be the unusual, but even that definition is conditional. It is unusual only for the current state. The main thing is not to deny what seems unusual at the current time.


One shouldn’t be afraid of the things surrounding us. Through that we will  reveal those constructions which were imperceptible and invisible yesterday. Thus, one can get used to the most unusual. The things which yesterday were prohibited by ignorance, tomorrow will become a participant and aspiration of life. One can learn how much of unusual is in the World. Without such an understanding people will not find their earthly position. One shoudn’t think about the evolution if the departure causes and the goal to be achieved are unknown. Earthly existence does not make any sense without understanding of the cause and effect.


Parapsychic phenomena are not explained yet. But it does not mean that they can not be explained. They need to be discovered - that is all. Some time ago sight was a mystery, but then it was explained. If such a law has not been discovered yet then it doesn’t mean that the law doesn’t exist. If we do not see the Invisible Worlds it doesn’t mean that they don’t exist. Many things which were ridiculed before, are confirmed now by the positive science. Great achievements of the modern science are almost nothing comparatively to what will be discovered soon. The development of knowledge is infinite. The things which are not understood and understated today will be clear tomorrow.


And who can tell that nothing of the invisible will be discovered any more? Who can tell  that in the future there will not be made such a subtle device which will enable us to look in the invisible worlds just as we see and hear another country on the TV, although it is thousands of miles away from us? There will be studied the structure of brain and nervous centers which enable to receive the vibrations of the invisible, and there will be found that special physiology which will explain the clairvoyance


There are no discords between Agni Yoga and the modern science. There can only be a temporary lag of the last one because all the latest and sensational discoveries of our young science are the path which has already been passed long ago by the Mahatmas of the East. The Great Teachers of the mankind know more than our scientists. There is nothing humiliating or shameful in that for us. The Great Teachers possess the primary sources of knowledge which are completely unknown to us, but which will be accessible to the future generations.


The scientists  have to overcome some scientific superstitions and to approach experimentally the studies of the Cosmic Laws. The recognition of those Laws by the science will result in the study of the properties of the subtlest energies filling the space of the Infinity and constituting the spiritual essence of every human being.

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE SCIENCE


Agni Yoga considers the study of the subtlest energies as the most important. “It is time to switch  from the roughest layers of matter to the subtlest energies”. “The subtlest finest forces or energies demand the same  sophisticated and strictly scientific attitude to themselves”. The science must penetrate the mysteries of the subtlest energies, the mysteries of vibrations (radiations) and their role in the life of the Universe. The science must broaden its boundaries and admit in its limits not only the physical phenomena but superphysical as well. It should admit spiritual and psychic evolution together with the physical one.


For cognition of the subtle energies one needs, first of all, to study and understand the sense of the phenomena which we observe every day and which are usual to all of us - the consciousness, the psychic phenomena. ‘The wisdom of all the ages enjoins - "know thyself ! " In this counsel attention is turned to the most secret, which has been ordained to become revealed!”. Agni Yoga proposes to the scientists to study the human organism for it conceals the greatest possibilities. The think​ing  man is filled with the subtlest apparatuses, but at the present time they are dormant. How can we study the far-off worlds when we don’t pay attention even to the possibilities of new functions of the human organism!


Study of the human radiations or emanations, photographing of auras will open the immense horizons. It is necessary to begin to study not only fires and rays but also human secretions. One can see how powerful the blood is  as well as saliva and other secretions. But one needs to make observations of the causes of increasing or decreasing of the energy of those products. The saliva of anger is poisonous and the saliva of goodness is noble. Isn’t it important to study such well-known manifestations which can not be replaced with mechanical preparations? Let us approach to the lost knowledge of the substance of the psychic energy.


“Nervous centers and secretions of glands will form a new direction of medicine. Through those spheres the mankind will approach to the discovery of the subtlest energy which we call for simplicity - the spirit. The phenomenon of discovery of the emanations of that energy will be the nearest development of culture. It can be that the path of observations for the secretions of glands will  make us encounter the existence of other deposits. Indeed, the secretions only recently have deserved the attention, although the ancient medicine pointed on the knowledge of secretions  long ago. That question was shamefully avoided”.


Under the name of “parapsychic phenomena” science began to study the concealed powers of a man. The advanced scientists have interest to those phenomena. “It is necessary to study the nature of thought. For example, can the thoughts of certain character and tension influence the life of plants? How do the animals react on different thoughts? How does the man himself feel amidst the thoughts? In general, it is necessary to study the thought as a living factor of being”. Agni Yoga gives some indications about the experiments on studies of the energy of thought and transmitting it on a distance. “The science of transmitting of thought on a distance is a destined property of the mankind”.


The psychic energy also belongs to the subtlest energies. People must begin to study it with all their attention. The development of the psychic energy is the most urgent task of the mankind. It must occupy the attention of all  educated people. The scientists, speaking of the subconsciousness, brain and nervous reflexes, animal magnetism, telepathy, are definitely speaking of one and the same thing - about the psychic energy, but that word is not pronounced due to unknown reason. The fragments of knowledge are asking for the one channel themselves, but the superstition prevents to generalize the facts. Pure science is not afraid of side-streets.


“We are requesting the physicians of different countries to study the heart. We advise to the scientists that it is necessary to observe the heart with all your methods and you will encounter the phenomena unclear to you. The heart is a sun of the organism. It is the focus of the psychic energy”.

THE CONDITIONS OF FLOURISHING OF SCIENCE


It is necessary to follow six conditions so that the science would meet the demands of the New epoch and bring nearer the beautiful future of the mankind and achieve new brilliant heights.


The first condition is that the science should be completely free - the knowledge shouldn’t be darkened with violence neither external nor internal one. The researcher should not be burdened with the premeditated methods - every researcher has the right for his own way. Who will order to a chemist to use only one group of elements? Who will make a historian or  a philosopher not to touch historical facts? One can not command a man not to know the truth and not to aspire to it. If one’s conviction is steadfast that Truth is one, there can be no fear that some other truth will be found.


The second condition is that the science must be unlimited. “As bees collect honey so one should collect knowledge from everywhere. Until now knowledge had fixed limits, and entire domains of it were kept under prohibition, suspicion, and in neglect. A scholar, first of all, must be open to all that exists. There are no forbidden domains for a scholars”. “Every scientist must understand the depth of the perspective of Being”. “Little by little we admit that there are many phenomena around us which do not fit in the laws of primitive physics.”. The great future is being prepared and it cannot be primitive”. One can not suggest the poverty of the Universe”.


The third condition is that the research must be unprejudiced. The scientist cannot conduct an experiment prefacing the distrust. Such experiment will lose three fourth of its probability. Distrust interrupts the most necessary and close achievements. The prejudice of thought is killing much of the already destined. There can not be prejudice in science. Only the unprejudiced cognition will help to approach to the Truth.


The fourth condition is the manifestation of the broadest admission. Terrible is the fossil which does not accept new achievements. Let the scientists find resolution and courage in themselves not to  renounce from what is unknown to them yet, what is not discovered. The true scientist has an opened eye and unrestrained thought. “A scientific task is based on tolerant acceptance , but pseudo-scientific one is full of negation”. “Evolution is completely excluded where people do not recognize the possibilities of infinite cognition”.


The fifth condition is that the facts should be studied honestly. The phenomena need to be accepted with all conscience and honesty. The facts should be accepted in a way they are and not the way prejudice, selfishness and self-conceit order that. It is necessary to accept the facts in their fullness, for very often the scientists pick out one detail at their discretion turning away from the brightest phenomenon and neglecting the most unique events if those do not fit in their mood. Usually scientists amongst many correct conclusions miss the main thing. It is not because of the contradiction so much but because of the inability to imagine such concepts. Physiology and philosophy, though in different languages, are equally avoiding to speak about the main thing. It is especially sad to watch what tricks will be invented in order to avoid pronouncing the simplest and approaching the simplest solution.


Finally, the sixth condition: the scientists must be intuitivists. It is important that the scientists possess subtle sacred perception. All great discoveries for the benefit of the humanity will originate not from the biggest laboratories but they will be found by the spirit of a scientists who possesses the synthesis. The scientific discoveries will be directed by the fire of sense-knowledge. Faith is the courage of the spirit which impetuously rushes  forward being sure that it will find the truth. That faith is not an enemy of intelligence but its light. This is the faith of Columbus and Halileus which wants a trial. This is the only faith possible in our days.

11. COOPERATION IN THE NEW EPOCH

LABOR AND COOPERATION


Labor is the most important cornerstone factor of our existence. From the first years labor is established as the only basis of life. For that the idea of egoism of labor is completely eliminated - broad understanding of labor for the common benefit is attached. One can not live without labor for the common benefit. Everyone must work without getting attached to it, not looking for the results which are rewarded for.


Labor is one just value. Every drop of labor is already the indisputable acquisition. Every labor is a struggle with chaos. The rhythm of labor is the decoration of the world. Labor can be considered as victory over the everyday usualness. Every laborer is a benefactor of the  mankind. Let us imagine the Earth without laborers and we will see the return to chaos. 


The inviolable persistence in a person’s character is forged through labor. It is noticed that the busiest people are the most lasting. Labor, constant doing, creation are the best tonic remedy. Healthy  joy of labor will be the source of long-lasting fruitful life. Even at the lowest labor  man creates the manifestation of the fiery energy. It is the everyday labor which is the accumulation of the fiery treasure.


Action is necessary for impelling and development of the fiery energy. Fire demands compression and therefore labor is a fiery action. Every tension gives life to the Fire. Every work generates the energy which in its essence is similar to the cosmic energy. At every labor man creates the manifestation of the fiery energy. One can understand how inexhaustible is the energy generated by labor. The most reasonable it will be to understand labor as an igniter. Of course, the feat, as a crown of labor, is the most radiant tension of fire.

***


It is necessary to love one’s labor in order to find rest and justification there. Love to labor gives joy as well as the power to improve its quality. Man can love labor only when he  cognized it. Love to labor is the best way for growth and accumulation of the fiery energy.


Labor can be accompanied by joy and aspired thought. Joyful labor is many times more successful. The one who has done joyfully a boring work will be a firm winner.


Joy in labor is a phenomenon of a special form of the fiery energy. Joy of work is the best flame of a human spirit. Fire is even in the smallest worker if there is a song of never-ending joy of labor in his spirit.


Full consciousness must be brought into every labor. The intelligence of labor is the base of opening of the consciousness, in other words, the beginning of action of the fiery energy.


Everyday work promotes the kindling of the internal fires, those beneficiary combiners with the Great Cosmic Agni. The constancy of work is needed for coordination of the fiery centers. Only the constant, systematic, or rhythmical labor can tune the current of the fiery or psychic, energy. It grows only by constant rhythmical labor.


Soon the machine will enable people to be at the leisure a considerable portion of the day. One must ask oneself upon what this free time will be expended. It is necessary to admit that the combination of several occupations will be inevitable, otherwise a person can fall into dull stupor. Therefore, it is necessary to establish a change of different kinds of labor. It is advised to have several works started in order to coordinate them by the internal state of consciousness. Wise change of occupations will raise the quality of labor.


The main requirement raised to the labor is its high quality. The quality became especially important at expanding of the spheres of labor. Cooperation of different spheres will request equally high quality - it relates both to mental and physical labor. One needs to do one’s work not worse but better then the others. Every work can be infinitely improved in its methods. Therefore one needs to learn to bring all one’s skill in every work and apply all efforts in order to do it with all attainable perfection. Such creative improvement will be the joy of a worker. Aspiration to improvement of quality of every labor is the best method for growth and compression of the fiery energy.

***


Cooperation is the base of all the Universe. The man being a part and reflection of Cosmos can not separate himself from that law without self-destruction. Cooperation is the harmony of humanity. The crown of cooperation is peace. Cooperation must be manifested in everyday usualness. It is erroneous to think that cooperation will succeed at the great deeds if it hasn’t succeeded even at the usual ones. It is in the small counteraction where the cooperation of cosmic importance is contained.


Cooperation is  a condition of the whole life. It must be manifested in everyday usage, under all conditions where the life puts us. Conscious friendly cooperation is necessary always, everywhere and in everything. One needs to leave one’s self only for the special responsibility and witness One needs to accept the word “we” for the whole life.


Of course, cooperation will also teach unity. The current time is the time of the greatest disunity. Can the mankind disunite even more then that? But the Teaching wisely points out that  the greatest disunity gives a push to the unity. This is a dawn of establishment of the unity. The wane of the moon encourages to the acceptance of the crescent moon.


The affirmation of the unity is the aspiration to the highest law. The power is only in unity. It is precisely the unity which is necessary to make a difficult deed. If the mankind would wish, it could create  miracles by the combined efforts.


The cooperation based on the law of nature contains the element of infinity in itself. No one can predestine what kinds of cooperation may develop.

THE  COOPERATION WITH COSMOS


People keep repeating about the unrest of the world during the periods of sun spots. The scientists say that the sun spots promote wars. It would be better to say the chemism of the sun spots actually reacts upon the nervous system and engenders human madness. Also every approaching and disapproaching of any planet as well as the appearance of a new comet is accompanied by some kind of influence upon the inhabitants of Earth.


The influence of the heavenly bodies on Earth is based on the chemism of luminaries. Strong chemical rays have quite substantial influence on the earthly life. Every heavenly body affects the Earth. Different dispositions of the heavenly bodies evoke special influences. From the Inexhaustible Reservoir rays of immeasurable intensity pour over our heads. The time comes when people will realize their place in this monumental Laboratory. People have already begun to think about astro-physics and astro-chemistry. They already study the chemism of the sun spots and influence of the Moon as well as the chemism of the closest luminaries. The influence of the luminaries has already been sensed by the most ancient man. Science only confirms such chemical correlation. Soon people will muse on how those powerful influences  effect the nature  of a human being. Soon people will recognize that ancient science and affirm it in connection with the newest discoveries. Soon people will begin to bring nearer the levers of the far-off worlds to the improvement of Life. With time they will find the way to cure with the rays of the Luminaries. If the colorful terrestrial rays are healing then how much more powerful are the rays of the Luminaries! They can heal and protect.

***


The rays of the planets are strong. They reveal the influence upon the mankind, but only the thought assimilates the powerful currents. We must attract the currents ourselves otherwise they can tracelessly slip. In the mental process the mankind can usefully perceive the far-off worlds. Of course, for such perception one needs to think of the far-off worlds as of something close. The thought creates a special atmosphere around itself and in that atmosphere the planetary currents can be realized and beneficially act.


It is necessary to strive to the most absolute. The most absolute attraction will be to the far-off worlds. The aspiration to the far-off worlds is a natural direction of a human spirit. Let each one designate for himself a path of progression leading toward one of the higher worlds. The nearest worlds, whither we could direct our consciousness are Jupiter and Venus. Let the far-off worlds live in the consciousness as the kingdom of beauty.


The  essence of striving to the far-off worlds is contained in the assimilation of a consciousness of our life in them. The possibility of life on them becomes for our consciousness, as it were, a channel of approach. Indeed, this consciousness must be dug through as a channel. It is easier for the creatures from the other worlds to penetrate the stuffy atmosphere of Earth if people’s calls would rush to meet them. It is necessary to think about the far-off worlds as if participating in there. The thought of the far-of worlds has the great significance.


One shouldn’t think that it is necessary to think of the far-off worlds constantly - it is important to forward a main thought to them. It will naturally flow in a certain direction. The thought of the far-off worlds will be simple and doubtless. “It is useful sometimes to sit calmly turning the spirit to the Infinity - it is like a shower of the far-off worlds. Thus it is possible to receive the thoughts of the other planets. Thus between the worlds mental relations can exist”. One can approach to the far-off worlds only through the broadening of one’s consciousness. Only with the consciousness of всеобъемлимости it is possible to survive the shine of the luminaries. But for that purpose one needs to kindle one’s internal fires. The centers of the higher consciousness are the carriers of the energies necessary for relations with the far-off worlds. The mastering of Fire is a considerable part of the experience of the cosmic relations. Fiery individuals can communicate with planets.


It is right to think that the magnetic currents are the channels between the planets. The study of the association between the worlds must go on the channels of the magnetic waves, but, of course, the main thing is the spiritual consciousness. Not the hypothesis but only the knowledge of the spirit leads to the starry ways. The manifestation of the possibilities of relations with the far-off worlds will occur through the channel of spirit. It is said, the sound will reach the first. The sounds of the far-off worlds can be caught.


Gradually the unknown words will be able to penetrate. Let those fragments be rudimentary, let many years pass until the complex sense will be understood. But it is indisputable that the conquest will not start in observatories, - the hearing of the spirit will bring the first news. The psychic power will be added to cognition. Honest clairvoyants will be admitted to the observatories. Mechanics and psychics will unite. Such cooperation will demand coordination and tests. Every comparison generates new thoughts and because of that it is useful by itself. Babylon and Egypt have already used those comparisons.


The Teaching of Agni Yoga says that the relations with the far-off worlds are the next objective of the evolution. As it was said the poisoned atmosphere of Earth does not let the beneficial rays of the luminaries penetrate it. When Armageddon will be over and the Cosmic Fire will destroy all poisonous stratifications, that curtain will disappear and the restoration of the connection with Cosmos will start. Soon the cosmic conditions will allow to start works on relations with the other planets. The flow of the planets allows to accelerate the association between the worlds, and the development of the human spirit will follow the new paths.

***


The new man will conquest the infinite spaces of the Universe and will communicate freely with the far-off worlds. He will learn to visit other planets. He will not need the cosmic ships for that - he will learn to fly in Cosmos without any devices.


If a man can use his astral (subtle) body for traveling on our planet without a physical (dense) body then for the interplanetary journeys a mental body is intended. Having developed that body to a sufficient degree one can visit different planets. Thus, the Mahatmas of Shambala can visit the far-off worlds upon their wish. Those distances between the planets which seem tremendous to a human consciousness are not the obstacles for Them.


In the flights to the far-off worlds one can feel the peculiarity of their being. It may seem strange that at the base of Unity there are so many differences. Nature and life on the other planets is completely different from the nature and life existing on our Earth. Our way of existence is not applicable for the other planets. The inhabitancy of the cosmic bodies does not mean the forms of Earth. Human evolution is not a crown of the Universe.


But before he can feel himself a guest of all planets, man must accustom his consciousness to the small dimensions of Earth. Let our planet turn into a small ball. One should imagine its place amidst the grandeur of Infinity. Realization of the smallness and imperfection of the Earth can aid toward gravitation to the far-off worlds. One should feel that the planet is in space, just as seamen know that the vast ocean is beneath their ship. Every inhabitant of the planet is on a similar ship - below him is the abyss. 


Let us not be afraid to get into a whirlwind of Infinity. It is not easy to renounce the earthly firmness and  learn that the main thing is not on Earth but where the so called emptiness is. Amid the monotony of conventionalities only a few sense the reality of Cosmos. One can learn to feel oneself beyond the commonplace usualness and join the manifested world of beauty by one’s spirit. One needs to regenerate oneself in order to understand that the earthly beauty seems that way only because we don’t know the supermundane beauty. Earthly beauty is lost in the glory of the Super-stellar rays.

***


The book “Community” was published in 1926 when no one was interested in conquesting of Cosmos yet. But at that very time it was said: “Such obviousity as the far-off worlds does not attract the mankind at all. It is time to throw that grain into a human brain”. Since those times more than half a century has passed. The “thrown grains” have sprouted! Billion sums are spent; hundreds of thousands of scientists are thrown to the elaboration of projects of Cosmic studies. Amazing results have been achieved. Cosmic conditions accompany. That daring research is included in the plan of development of Earth. Earth must go out of the isolation.


To go beyond the confines of the planet is the immediate objective. Not a spectator of the worlds is man, but a conscious coworker; and his way lies not through puddles, but through the radiance of the spheres. Everyone following the law of Being can legally realize oneself as a citizen of Cosmos. Think of yourself not as the earthly inhabitants but the cosmic ones. Indeed, our planet is not an isolated world, but only one of the stops on the great way to the Infinity. Realize firmly your place in it. Accustom your consciousness to the unity of life, to the unity of Cosmos. In such a way lay more responsibility upon yourself.


Let us go out under the night sky and look at the radiance of the countless worlds. The Hierarchy, the Great White Brotherhood, leads us toward this creativeness. 

This is what the Teaching of the East says. We must prepare ourselves to be co-creators. It is necessary to preserve and multiply the seeds of consciousness, because the entire Cosmos is sustained by the power of consciousness. One can prepare oneself to cross all bridges with a fiery consciousness which is a tremor with the pulse of Cosmos, and knows the truth of the peoples. One can apply all sacred powers of the heart to becoming co-creators of the flaming Logoi by conquering death. Thus a new step - the step of cooperation with Cosmos - endows  the man with a new quality - to consci​ously become a  cosmic  collaborator. 


The new man will conquest the infinite spaces of the Universe and will freely associate with the far-off worlds. Moreover, he will cognize the sacred depths of Cosmos, he will discover a road to the other world before himself and will be able to penetrate there without leaving the life.

THE COOPERATION WITH THE HIGHER WORLDS


In the sixth chapter we were talking about the life in the Supermundane worlds - the Subtle and the Fiery one. Now we will talk about the participation of a man of the New Epoch in the life of those worlds when the man still lives in the physical world.


***


In the ancient times the connection between the Worlds was direct and the border between the  Dense and the Subtle Worlds was not that sharp. In the most ancient chronicles one can find the indications about the cooperation of those worlds. In Kali Yuga the mankind, having separated itself from the main Laws, gave the preponderance to the visible and removed the Invisible World from itself.


But even now one can sense the Subtle World. At the moment between sleep and awake when a man returns to the terrestrial body he can sense the quality of the Subtle World for one moment. During such transitional state the man equally belongs to the Dense and the Subtle Worlds. One can notice at awakening and falling asleep that amid the earthly thinking the scraps of thoughts of some other kind burst in. That another kind of contemplation  is the thinking of the Subtle and even the Fiery World: as soon as the manifested world disappears the voice of the Subtle World awakes. Thus, the consciousness of a man is a place of meeting of all the worlds.


The future epoch will erase the borders between the Worlds. Satia Yuga demands the association with the Higher Worlds and it will again draw together the Worlds forcefully separated. The Invisible Worlds must enter our consciousness and we must master them at the extent that they  would have become a reality for us and we could participate in their life. It is necessary to cognize the Higher Worlds. It is necessary to start thinking of them. Without understanding the three worlds it is impossible to raise thinking to a new level. It is impossible to progress without a realization of the three worlds. It is impossible to know only one side of Being.


The question of realization of the Higher World becomes urgent, and science itself will approach it as the impelling force of evolution. The rapprochement of the Worlds will occur under the sign of science. There has never been noticed so many phenomena by scientists like now. Especially people will pay attention to children who remember their previous incarnations as well as other details of the Supermundane World. Let such data be scrappy but they will gather in a whole necklace for an observant scientist.

***


Let us compare earthly life with the superearthly sojourn. With few exceptions existence in the Higher Worlds is incomparably longer. The duration of  the incarnated lives is very short in comparison to the existence in all other states. Only the concept of path can correspond to the terrestrial stay. What should one take more care of shorter or longer? The simplest reasonable man will say - of the longer. It means that it is necessary to know the conditions of a longer existence and especially value that which is necessary for a lengthy sojourn. It will be reasonable to derive use from the short existence for the lengthy one.


Let us constantly accustom ourselves to the realization of the Subtle and the Fiery Worlds. Thus we will be getting accustomed to the state of the unceasing labor, infinite and tireless. Such tension of consciousness is irreplaceably useful for the Subtle World. Also for the Fiery World let us get accustomed to go fearlessly as on the edge of abyss. Only the highest self-control and readiness to danger can prepare for the fiery spheres. The creation in the Subtle World is different from the conditions of Earth. One has to get accustomed to the so-called mental creation. 

In the Subtle World thought will be the sole motive power. But is it easy to act by means of thought ? For such actions one must know how to think. One must love the process of thinking. In the midst of every activity time must be found for the cultivation of thought. Besides one must distinguish thought conceived by egoism from thought about the Common Good.


In the transient state of the terrestrial existence let us sharpen the most necessary for the future flight, in other words - the thought. Only by the quality of his thinking the man can help his ascent and perception of the Higher Worlds. For the Subtle World it is useful to provide oneself with the clear thinking. Only then man can overstep the Great Threshold in full consciousness. There will be no time for deliberation at the moment of crossing into the Subtle World; the illumination by joy can and must be instantaneous. Thus, consciousness is actually preserved by joy. But one must not lose even an hour here on Earth in learning to rejoice at each flower.


It is necessary to develop the ability to see the beauty here on Earth. If a man due to the crudeness of perception, doesn’t notice the beauty of the earthly world, then what he can see having got to the Subtle World after death, which is much richer in its beauty? But all that beauty manifests subtler, more sophisticatedly and more varied. For that man the sojourn in the Subtle World will be the stay in darkness Therefore in order not to stay in darkness in the Subtle World it is necessary to love beauty during the stay in the terrestrial world - to develop the observation and experience in understanding of beauty.


When the earthly world is so rich, when the Subtle World is even richer and the Fiery World is majestic - then this experience is necessary. Only the sharpness of observation can help to affirm beauty. It is necessary to accustom oneself to the great beauty of the Fiery World. 


When you rejoice  at flowers, when you seek in thought to penetrate into their wondrous structure, into the creation of a small seed, when you value the fresh fragrance, you already have contacted the Subtle World. Even in the flowers of Earth, in the plumage of birds, and in the wonders of the heavens, one can find that very joy which prepares one for the gates of the Fiery World. Amidst earthly conditions one must learn to find that which is applicable to all worlds.

***


The Fiery World is the predestined future. The earthly sojourn is of short duration, the Subtle and Mental Worlds are of fixed date, but the Fiery World is beyond dates; this means that one should strive toward it. The Mahatmas point out the Fiery World as a goal of our life - to get in the fiery World with all our accumulations of consciousness. Thus let us get accustomed to the Fiery World as to the only destination of ours. It is necessary to think about the Fiery World as our destiny. Let us aspire above the Subtle World to the Fiery One.


Beginning of approach to the Fiery World will be in the assimilation of the fundamentals of life.  The Fiery World can be drawn closer only by the clear consciousness. For the sake of that World let us improve our consciousness, enlighten the heart and think of the good. The very approach to the Fiery World  is the application of the correspondent qualities. Mercy, compassion, regret, love and all good strivings are the miraculous paths of communication  with the Higher Energies. One need to become accustomed to look at those light qualities as on a real mean, connecting us  with the Higher World.  


Of all earthly themes, love and creativeness are most closely combined with the concept of the Higher World. If in the earthly existence love is the most creative principle, the stronger it is in the Higher Worlds. On the path to the Fiery World let us aspire to an understanding of the heart as a connecting manifestation between the Worlds. Only the heart will lead to the Fiery World.  Let’s approach it without fear but we cannot say without trepidation. For that beating of the rhythm is inevitable. Though it will not be a horror but the solemnity. In the heart one must bear reverence for the Higher World as the most important and beautiful  fact in earthly life. One must feel that all inspirations emanate therefrom as well as the best solutions. Thus one can be united by the fires of the heart with the supreme Light. The consciousness which is impelled to the Higher Worlds, is able to draw from the treasury of the Cosmos.

***


People who have achieved high spiritual development and who have developed the centers of the higher consciousness in themselves, can consciously leave their physical bodies still living in this world and  consciously participate in the life of the Subtle World. And when they return to the physical body after their absence they can remember everything that was happening to them in the Subtle World. For the Physical time is not needed  for those flights to the Subtle World. One can make the most distant flights to the Subtle World but earthly clock will measure only the seconds. This is how the measurement of the Subtle World differ from the physical one.


In the Teaching of Life the Mahatmas say: “Let the man do not think that while calling to the Supermundane World We divert from Earth. Vice versa, the grandeur of the Higher World only affirms the rest of the manifestations of life. We point to the supermundane spheres in order to broaden the horizon of thinking. Such a broadened consciousness will transform the entire attitude toward life”. The mankind, cognizing the grandeur of the Invisible Worlds, will not only get accustomed to that beautiful consciousness but also to build its deeds commensurably to the grandeur of the Universe. When the spirit learns to coordinate the earthly life with the Higher, then all measurements take on another dimension. The consciousness of the New Worlds will affirm new measures. 


The perception of world comprising the Invisible World, will change the psychology of people. If a man is aspired to the Higher World - he will not make bad things. The one who understood the sense of connection of the two Worlds will take care of his earthly actions. Every comparison with the Higher World makes earthly thoughts of good quality. The connection with the Higher Worlds will transform all earthly life.

THE COOPERATION WITH THE MAHATMAS


On the mountains, on the summits where the rivers begin, where the eternal ice preserved the purity of whirlwinds, where the dust of the meteors brings the purifying armor from the distant worlds - there is the lifting radiance from the Stronghold of the Brotherhood. Under the special conditions it can be visible and then it is observed by many people. Then, above the snow peaks of the Central Himalayas, in the night, on the clear sky with innumerable stars, the light radiance is burning  which is brighter than stars and more whimsical than lightnings. But those are not lightnings. Those pillars and rays of light are not from the northern sparklings - this is a remarkable Himalayan radiance: it comes from the hard work of the Mahatmas for the benefit of the mankind. Local people respectfully point to that radiance rising above that stronghold of the spirit, and sparkling from the Great Labor.


At that Stronghold of the Brotherhood, in its ancient depositories, in the multistory towers on the slopes of Himalayan country the greatest materials of knowledge are collected, the treasure of the history of Earth. The Brotherhood has preserved the invaluable memorials of the most ancient times. In the museum of the Brotherhood, from the first day of life of the man on Earth, there preserved the fossils, skeletons, maps, models, manuscripts showing the development of Earth and its inhabitants - people and animals. In that miraculous Museum one can study the past forms and past civilizations; there are the model globes made of clay picturing the appearance of Earth in the most ancient times, the way our Earth was before different cataclysms.


The history knows many outstanding figures who were destined to give a new impulse to the advance of the human evolution. Before doing that those people had visited the Stronghold of the Great Brotherhood of the Mahatmas. There they learned the great knowledge which they used afterwards. Many people saw those multistory depositories, libraries, laboratories. They saw remarkable scientific experiments of will sendings, the experiments of thought transmission on long distances, the experiments of application of the magnetic currents and different rays.


Different ways lead to the valley of Shambala, to the Stronghold of Light. One needs to go through the deserts, over the stern table-lands. Often the way goes through the underground passages, through the amazing ice caves and under the rivers in order to reach the sacred summits. In the vast mountain country it is not easy to find the Abode of the Brotherhood. One can not imagine all the complexity of the mountain conglomerations. If there exist the signs marking the boundaries then who can understand those signs? Thus, one can search all gorges, but the uninvited guest will not find the way. The approaches to the Stronghold are well protected. No one will reach without a call. Without a guide no one will get through the snow guards.


During the wanderings in Himalayas some people sometimes could manage to see in the mountains a tall man with long hair, almost naked with a big bow. These are the “snow men” who guard the secret country. Very seldom one can see such a snow man. They are the devoted guards of some Himalayan areas where the sacred Ashrams of the Mahatmas are concealed.

***


As we already know the teachers of the mankind stay with us on our planet for the long time already. And the “Advent of the Teachers” is their brighter manifestation on the turning points of the evolution of the mankind. The most ancient Teachers predicted the advent  of the Great Teacher in our times, Who will come to restore the truth and order on Earth. It is predicted that when humanity loses the foundation of the Teaching and sinks into obscurity, the Lord of Shambala Maitreya will come.


Among the peoples of Asia those predictions and legends are alive through all the times. The statues in honor of Lord Maitreya have already been raised all over India and Tibet at the beginning of our Christian era. And now in the mountains, on the difficult paths, on the dangerous mountain passes there stand the images of the Lord of the Light Future Maitreya. Who has labored? But those images stand, often the giant ones, as if not human beings have created them. 


The name Maitreya means “the Lord of Love and Compassion”. Maitreya corresponds to Kalki Avatar of Hinduism, Muntazar of Islam and Messiahs of all the nations. Maitreya is the Lord of the New Epoch. The millennial predictions have come true: Maitreya is coming, radiant with all fires. His Heart is aflame with compassion for destitute humanity. The Great Lord, invisibly visible, is already ruling, invested with all Rays of powerful but invisible Laboratory.

***


“We must protect Our scientific investigations. Archimedus protected his formulas from visible barbarians. We are ready to ask that Our formulas would not be violated. For centuries We accumulated Our book depositories - it will be reasonable to protect them from fire. The cataclysms have made good conditions and having Our knowledge it is possible to protect the Center from the enemies”.


“You have already heard from the honest travelers that guides refuse to lead in some directions. They will better let to kill themselves rather than lead people forward. This is it - the guides are psycologized by Us. The anchorites living in the neighboring caves are the indefatigable guard. The travelers  can tell about a saddhu sometimes met on the way who urgently advised to use a certain road and warned about the danger of another direction. He is ordered not to direct the traveler . Saddhus know about the Sacred Place and can keep the secret. Before the sacred mystery they are reliable guards”.


“But don’t think that Our Brotherhood is concealed from the mankind by the impassable walls. The snow of Himalayas which conceals Us is not an obstacle for the one who go in truth, but it is the obstacle for dry skeptic researchers. We do not wish at all to present ourselves as the overcloud Creatures, vice versa, We want to be the Laborers close to people. Not Gods but collaborators that We want to be. One needs to find Us first of all in one’s spirit but not geographically”.


“One can reach Us only in accord.  We don’t need the god-honoring, but a certain quality of the spirit, as well as the lamp of the concerted tension. The idea of the Community and the Common Good is the first sign of broadening of consciousness. The broadening of consciousness will affirm the knowledge of spirit - that knowledge will lead to Our Community”.


“Let the one who wants to join  Our Abode talk to one’s heart more often and send at least the silent summons to Us through it. One can think that all of it is very difficult, but actually it can be expressed in few words “I love Thee , Lord!” - that is a conductor to Us. Such conductor is firmer than a petition “Help me, Lord!” We know ourselves when it is time to help. But on the wings of love help flies easier. The call of love will bring the answer of the Beloved. Let us mutually love each other”.


“Love for Hierarchy produces direct Communion. One can easily approach

It by the most beautiful feeling. One needs to prepare himself for direct Communion. In these days, when fiery energies have been so intensified, precisely this fire helps the heart to understand the Higher Command. This Command is propounded in the very midst of life. Then We Say - harden and obey!”


“Strengthen the realization of Our presence in your life!”


In the book “Community” (1926) there was given the following address:

“We treat your aspirations carefully and expect the same consideration to ourselves.

We protect you on all the paths and can expect the same care.

Your books are at Our depositories.

Is it the same with Our books at your place?

We can reply about your books.

Have you read ours?

We name your leaders, now name Ours,

otherwise you give us the advantage.

Sane mind clearly discerns friends. 

We manifest the best conditions for the success of the friends”.


“Treat carefully...”, “protect you...”, “manifest the best conditions...” - aren’t they the synonyms of care about the help offered to those who is called friends? 

***


Only conscious acceptance of the law of the Hierarchy in life affirms the right way. The realization of the Hierarchy  is not a simple discipline, it is conscious cooperation. One needs to realize on what extent we can increase our strength in cooperation with the Brotherhood. One needs at least to think about the cooperation which can be manifested in every moment. Every one can apply his force in every moment if the man imagines that on the heights Brothers are constantly working to help the mankind. One thought like that will have already created the inflow of energy. One thought of the existence of the Brotherhood already fills the man with courage. The realization of the Hierarchy is the only way of compressing of the fiery energy.


The most miraculous fire is the flame of a heart saturated with love to the Hierarchy. Love for Hierarchy produces direct Communion. One can easily approach the Teacher by the most beautiful feeling. And what can more strongly unify than the mantram - "I love Thee, O Lord!" In such a call it is easily to receive a ray of cognition.  It is from love and faithfulness all other qualities originate, which promote our advance, and, therefore, let us cultivate them!


Only when the spark of faithfulness to the Hierarchy is burning in one’s heart it is possible to find opened Gates. Only by the strength of faithfulness to the Teacher one can reach the refinement of consciousness. Only in that way one can affirm oneself in the evolution of spirit. Faithfulness is the highest quality.


It is necessary to put the aspiration to the highest as the essence of life and to accept the sacred attitude to that saving aspiration. Under the tireless aspiration to Light, to the Hierarchy there comes the complete mastering of the fiery energy. Indeed, the psychic energy is, first of all, the hearty aspiration. Aspiration and the fiery energy are the synonyms. It is necessary to aspire mentally to the Teacher. It is the most necessary aspiration. As on a boat men throw an anchor  in order to draw the boat to it. In the same way throwing a thought along the line of the Hierarchy we move steadily.


It is necessary to learn to address to the Hierarchy. Only by the direct fiery address to It we can join the Highest Spheres. Let the heart learn to talk to the Teacher. While associating with the Higher World, when selfishness falls off and the self-denial kindles, the strengthening of aura occurs. Thus every association with the Higher World gives strengthening of the radiations. The fiery energy is strengthened through the association with the Hierarchy. The Hierarchy is the main path of compressing of the fiery energy. One can borrow from the depository the inexhaustible strength, it is only necessary to summon them flamingly. Hearty conversation with the Teacher does not require special time and is done at any work. Also the moments between the work, every minute of time can be used for the Conversation.


Conversation full of Love and Faithfulness is a Prayer.
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